////V//////    .      //r^y/,j 


^V/  .  ! 


f-- 


vT^^l 


K 


?<i 


r 


I 


a  I  E.  RAR.Y 

OF   THE 
U  N  I  VLRSITY 
or    ILLI  NOIS 

C873a 

V.3 


A  N  K  E  R  W  I  C  K 

CASTLE. 


A  NOVEL. 
IN  FOUR    VOLUMES. 

BY 

MRS.  CROFFTS. 


LET     VIRTUE      TRIUMPH. 
VOL.    111. 


LOrJDON: 
PRINTED    AT    THE 

FOR  WILLIAM  LANE,  LEADE.nHALL-STREET. 

IdOO. 


X8-A2 


ANKERWICK  CASTLE. 


'^•♦«;^^'««««' 


CHAP.  L 

aT  will  be  necefljiry  to  give  the  reader  the 
charader  of  Mrs.  March mont,  as  fhe  will 
make  a  confpicuous  figure  in  the  remainder 
of  this  hiflory. 

This  lady  was  the  daughter  of  a  General 
Officer  of  diftingui(hed  character  and  great 
merit,  and  nearly  allied  to  the  noble  Houfe 
of  Belmore.  General  Marchmont  had  early 
married  to  pleafe  himielf;  the  worth  and 
beauty  of  his  choice  did  him  honour,  and 
bound  by  ilill  ftronger  ties  the  friend  Hi  ip 

VOL.  111.  B  that 
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that  fubfifted  between  the  Ead  and  Coiintefs 
of  Belmore  and  him.  Domeftic  happinefs 
attached  him' to  home  ;  thofe  hours  that, 
prior  to  his  marriage,  were  fpent  in  the 
ufual  way  of  people  of  his  rank  and  pro- 
feffion,  deprived  Lord  and  Lady  Bel- 
more  of  much  more  of  his  company  than 
they  wiflied.  No\a^  that  he  became  happily 
dorneflicated,  there  were  more  opportunities 
for  a  daily  intercourfe  ;  and  the  addition  of 
wit,  good  fenfe,  and  propriety  in  the  perfon 
of  Mrs.  Marchmont,  caufed  a  mutual  wifh 
between  the  two  families  of  not  feparating, 
and  they  rarely  were  afunder. 

Lord  Belmore  had  three  daughters ; — 
General  Marchmont  one,  the  lady  whole 
hiilory  we  are  now  about  to  record.  We 
iliall  pafs  over  her  infant  years,  and  intro- 
duce her  at  the  age  of  twelve,  the  dariing 
of  her  parents  ;  (he  was  born  the  fam.e  day, 
and  nearly  the  fame  hour  with  her  coufin, 
the  eldeft  daughter  of  Lord  Behnore,  and 
was  eight  years  older   than  his  Lordfhip's 

youngeft 
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youngeft  daughter,  Lady  Amelia,  who  was 
an  infant,  a  plaything  to  Mlfs  Marchmont. 
The  peiTon  of  this  young  lady  was  very 
pleafmg,  and  her  manners  the  moll  infinu- 
ating.  She  was  a  wonderful  good  mimic, 
in  which  (he  was  encouraged  by  the  General, 
who  received  infinite  entertainment  from 
her  powers  in  that  way.  Thefe,  flie  very 
€arly  perceived,  obtained  an  afcendency  pver 
him  that  was  altonifliing,  and  therefore  fne 
exerted  them  more  in  his  prefence  than  at 
any  oiher  time.  Indeed  her  v;hole  ftudy 
feemed  to  be  that  of  pleafing  him. 

Mrs.  Marchmont  would  have  early  fup- 
prefled  this  inclination  in  her  daughter,  but 
it  afforded  fuch  univerfal  entertainment,  and 
fuch  delight  to  the  General,  that  the  gave 
up  any  contention^  though  very  reluctantly  ; 
for  when  fhe  had  pointed  out  her  ideas, 
which  were  founded  on  reafon  and  reflec- 
tion, and  convinced  him  flie  was  right,  a 
faily  of  well-timed  pleafantry  from  Mifs 
Xvlarchmont  difpelled,  in  a  m.oment,  all  his 
B  2  refolutions. 
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refolutions,  and  the  work  was  to  be  ffone 
over  again.  She  therefore  gave  it  up  all 
together,  and  with  years  the  propenfity  in- 
creafed  and  improved  to  fo  great  a  degree, 
that  at  the  age  of  Teventeen  and  eighteen  flie 
v»'as  generally  confidered  the  mofl:  agreeable 
giji  in  the  world,  and  her  c'ompany  fought 
after  by  the  gay  and  thoughtlefs  of  both 
fexes  with  the  greatefh  avidity  ;  while  the 
ferious  and  more  thinking  "part  of  her  ac- 
quaintance fcx-efaw  the  difad vantages  accru- 
ing to  herfelf,  and  fecretly  condemned  the 
encouragement  that  had  been  given  to  fo 
dangerous  and  defhrudive  a  talent. 

About  this  time   her   father  introduced 

the   fon  of  his  deceafed  brother,  who  had 

been  fent  to  France,  under  the  care  of  a  friend, 

at  a  very  early  age,  to  be  inflrucled  in  the 

language,  and  educated  for  the  army.      The 

motive    was    economy,     education     being 

much  cheaper  there  than  in  England  j    for 

this  young  man  had  nothing  left  but  his  pro- 

feflion,  his  father  having  difTipated  the  whole 

of  his  fortune. 

The 
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The    3^oung  Frederx  Marchmont    was 
what  mod  gay,  dlffipated  young  men  are, 
thoughtlcfs,  extravagant,   and  vain ;  he  re- 
ceived   his  fir  ft   ideas  in  a  country  where 
frivolity  and  foppery  are  the  ftriking  features 
of  the  national  character,  of  which  he  loft 
nothing,    and   retained    it    to    the    end. — 
His   perfon   was   handfome  -,    he  was    fur- 
pafTed  by  few  in  vigour  and  bodily  ftrength  , 
and  it  was  rather  extraordinary  that  he  pof- 
fefTed  thefe  with  a  perfon  delicately  made, 
and  a  gentlenefs  of  manner  almoft  incom- 
patible  with   ftrength.       He    fenced    in    a 
mafterly  manner,  danced  well,  managed   his 
horfe  in  the  firft  ftyle,  dreflfed  and  talked 
well;  but  here  his  accompliftiments  ended  ; 
he  knew  nothing  more.     This  was  fufficient 
to  rccommiCnd  him    to    the  notice   of  the 
female    w^orld ;     his   narrow  circumftances 
induced  the  General   to  bring  him  to  his 
houfe,  where  he  was  at  no  expence,   and 
where  he  received  all   the  affedtion  and  at- 
tention pofTibie  :   he   had  his  uncle's  fineft 
horfes  to  ride,  and  a  groom  to  attend  him. — 
fi  3  The 


O  ANKERWICK    CASTLE. 

The  liberal  prefents  he  received  prevented 
his  being  obliged  to  fpend  any  of  his  own 
money  upon  either  drefs  or  public  places, 
and  we  find  him  an  inhabitant  of  Golden- 
Square  for  ten  months.  He  was  taught  to 
treat  his  coufin  as  his  fifcer,  and  often  heard 
the  ideas  of  both  his  uncle  and  aunt  con- 
cerning family  connections,  which  tended  to 
give  both  the  young  people  a  caution,  as. 
they  held  it  againft  nature  that  fuch  near 
relatives  lliould  marry. 

How  futile  are  fometimes  our  befl  endea- 
vours, how  Tjnwife  our  bed  regulated 
plans  1  Frederic,  the  firft  moment  he  faw 
his  coufin,  loved  her  perfon,  and  was  after- 
wards charmed  with  her  pleafantry.  His 
manner  and  appearance  fuited  her,  and  there 
was  a  mutual  exchange  of  hearts  without 
confideration  or  premeditation.  They 
played,  danced,  fung,  and  rode  on  horfe- 
back  together ;  they  called  each  other 
brother  and  fifter,  and,  from  the  encourage- 
ment they  received  from  General  and  Mrs. 

Marchmont, 
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Marchmcnt,  tliey  loved  v/ithout  reftraint. 
Free,  open,  and  volatile,  thsir  conduct  gave 
fuch  fcciinty,  that  a  partiality,  ether  than 
v/hat  a  brother  or  fifier  ought  to  feel,  never 
once  occurred  to  the  General  or  his  Lady,  or 
to  any  of  the  family  of  Lord  Belmore.  He 
romped  in  the  fame  way  with  his  other 
couilns,  fo  that  all  v^ere  perfectly  at  red. 

Mifs  Marchmont,  though  fo  univerfally 
admired,  never  had  had  a  ferious  propofal 
of  marriage  ;  which  often  furprifed  the  elder 
branches  of  the  family.  Lady  Lou  ifa,  w^ho 
was  exadtly  her  age,  had  had  many,  and  was 
lately  married,  and  gone  abroad.  The 
fecond  fifter,  Lady  Betty,  had  alfo  had  many, 
but  her  health  was  delicate,  and  fhe  v/as  not 
preiTed  by  her  friends  to  make  an  early  efla- 
blilhment.  The  lovely  Amelia,  beautiful 
as  a  cherub^  was  the  darling  of  all  who  kncw^ 
her.  Her  innocence  and  refined  undcr- 
. {landing  won  the  afTcdions  of  all ;  iier  gen- 
tlenefs  and  fv/eetnefs  of  temper  made  every 
one  her  friend  ;  and  though  (lie  had  no 
B  4  talent 
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talent  for  fatire  or  mimlcr)^,  (he  was  de- 
lighted  with  her  coufin,  and  preferred  her 
company,  from  infancy,  to  any  other.  She 
loved  her  better  than  her  lifters,  and  all  her 
little  childifh  afflidiions  were  repofed  in  the 
bofom  of  her  friend.  If  (he  broke  a  tea- 
cup, tore  her  frock,  difpleafed  any  of  her 
mailers,  or  was  corrected  by  her  governefs, 
fl:ie  invariably  fled  for  confolation  to  her 
couiin,  where  (lie  was  fure  to  iind  what  (lie 
fought,  and  by  whom  (he  was  always  com- 
forted and  carelTed, 

The  power  therefore  Mifs  Marchmont  had 
over  her  was  uncommon  -,  it  grew  with  her 
growth,  and  (Irengthened  with  her  flrength. 
She  loved  aifo  her  coufin  Henry  really  like 
a  brother ;  (he  would  fit  on  his  knee,  pat 
his  fine  red  cheeks,  and  tell  him  he  was  her 
own  beautiful  brother,  and  that  (lie  loved 
him  in  her  heart. 

Frederic's     regiment   was    ordered    for 
Ireland  j  the  feparation  between  the  lovers 

was 
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was  felt,  but  a  promife  of  leave  of  abfence 
given  to  the  General,  after  he  had  remained 
a  fpecified  time  there,  foon  reconciled  them 
to  it.  The  week  before  he  fet  out,  with 
all  the  unthinking  folly  of  his  character,  he 
told  Mifs  Marchmont  he  would  fhoot  him- 
felf  if  (he  did  not  marry  him ;  and  taking 
out  a  piftol,  in  a  retired  part  of  Kenfington 
Gardens  where  they  were  walking,,  vowed 
mod  folemnly  he  would  that  inftant  die  at 
her  feet,  if  fhe  refufed  his  reafonable  requeft. 

"  Could  you  fuppofe,'*  faid  he,  "  1  would 
thus  calmly  leave  you  if  I  had.  not  fettled 
finally  with  myfelf  every  point  and  parti- 
cular :  all  is  ready — your  compliance"  only 

is  wanting ;   Mr.   R ,   my  friend,  will 

tie  the  knot,  and  Charlotte  fliail  become  my. 
charming  bride." 

Marrying  her  coufm  never  once  entered 
the  head  of   Mifs    Marchmont — fedudion 
never  into  that  of  Frederic  ;  fhe  was  a  liber- 
tine in   principle,  but   her   hbertinikn  had 
B  5  mediod: 
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method  in  it.  She  was  much  given  to  the 
goods  of  this  life  ;  flie  liked  a  fine  houfe, 
fine  equipage,  and  fumptuous  entertain- 
ments. Drefs  was  her  ruling  paffion  next 
to  admiration.  With  Frederic  all  this  mud 
be  given  up  -, — (lis  loved  him,  but  defpifed 
his  fortune  ;  (he  did  not  like  to  forego  her 
fondnefs  for  appearances  ;  flie  would  have 
married  a  dotarjd  that  could  have  fupported 
her  extravagance,  and  at  the  fame  time  en- 
couraged as  many  male  friends  as  opportu- 
nity would  allow,  could  flie  once  have  had 
'the  lanclion  of  a  hufband.  Frederic  would 
have  been  happy  v/ithout  the  incumbrance 
of  a  wife. 

All  this  pafTod  the  obfervation  of  the 
giddy  lover  ;  he  thought  of  his  couiin  only 
as  a  v/ife,  to  which  he  preifed  her  with  the 
ardour  natural  when  we  wifli  to  gain  a  fa- 
vourite point.  All  his  eloquence  v^/as  in 
vain  ;  Ihe  laughed  at  the  idea  of  becoming 
his  wife,  and  ridiculed  the  thought  of  his 
deftroying  himfelf  ^  and  taking  out  her  fan, 

which 
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which  by  accident  fhe  had  in  her  pocket 
fmce  the  preceding  evening,  (he  in  a  mo- 
irxnt  converted  it  into  a  piflol,  and  fo  ex- 
adly  imitated  his  voice  and  tragical  tranf- 
pcrr,  the  fan  prefented  to  her  bread,  and 
Vvirh  fuch  an  inimitable  grace  cried — 
*'  Fire,"  that  in  ;he  ecftacy  of  pleafure 
fne  had  thrown  him  into,  he  ciafped  her 
round  the  waifh,  and  imprinted  a  thoufand 
kiiles  on  her  hps  and  neck.  Thofe  kilTes 
had  fomething  magical  in  them ;  for,  on  his 
again  prcfling  her  to  becom.e  his  wire,  Ihe 
yielded  to  his  entreaty,  and,  inflead  of  going 
to  her  carriage,  to  return,  (he  fent  it  home, 
and   getting   into    a  hackney-coach,    drove 

to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  R ,  v;ho,  according- 

to  appointment,  having  witnefies  prepared^ 
the  ceremony  v/as  read  about  three  o'clock,, 
and  at  near  fix,  the  dinner  hour,  me  re- 
turned to  Goiden-Square  a  wife. — She  was 
received  with  all  the  fonJnefs  fiie  could 
defire- 

"  My  beloved  Charlotte,''   faid  the  Ge- 

Deral,    ''    you   have  taken  a    great  deal  of 

B  6  exercife  j. 
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exerclfe  ;— have  you  taken  good  care  of  her, 
Frederic  ?  I  hope  my  love  has  an  appetite. 
I  fear  you  will  not  be  able  to  accompany 
your  mother  to  Lady  D 's  rout  to- 
right  ?" 

« Oh  my  dear  Sir !"  returned  Mifs 
Marchmont,  though  there  was  nothing 
farther  from  her  thoughts,  *'  I  think,  after  I 
dine,  I  fhall  be  quite  well,  though  I  believe 
I  walked  an  hundred  miles ;  but  the  beauty 
of  the  gardens,  and  the  finenefs  of  the  day, 
induced  me  to  continue  my  walk  till  I  am 
really  half  dead ;  but  I  know,  when  I  reft 
myfelf  a  little,  I  fhall  be  quite  well  enough 

to  go  to  Lady  D 's  rout,  which  I  would 

not  lofe  for  half  a  hundred  worlds." 

«  No,  no,"  faid  M^s.  Marchmont ;  '«  in- 
deed you  mufb  not  think  of  it  j  Frederic 
will  flay  with  you  till  ten  o'clock,  when  I 
fhall  return,  and  relieve  him  ;  for  that  is  his 
hour  for  fhewing  himfelf :  and  you  fhall  get 
to  bed  by  eleven,  and  to-morrow  I  hope  we 
fhall  fee  no  more  remains  of  fatigue." 


It 
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"  It  is  very  unfortunate,'*  faid  Frederic, 
"  that  I  heard  there  is  to  be  a  dance  j  and 
having  engaged  Lady  Betty,- 1  fhallbe  quite 
in  delpair  at  difappointing  her." 

"  Oh  never  mind  that,'*  faid  the  Gene- 
ral ;  "  I  will  fee  that  flie  is  not  difap- 
pointed  in  the  firft  dance,  and  about  ten 
fhe  fliall  be  difengaged  for  you  y  fo  do  fiay 
with  poor  Charlotte." 

This  arrangement  the  married  pair  feemed 
to  agree  to  with  a  very  ill  grace  ;  and  with 
many  allurances  from  Mrs.  Marchmont  thai 
flie  would  relieve  him  from  his  confinement 
by   ten   o'clock,    they    departed   for    Lady 

D 's  rout.      Two   fervants   coming    in 

with  tea,  Frederic  begged  his  coufm  would 
cxcufe  him,  as  he  had  a  particular  friend  to 
meet  by  appointment  at  the  Mount  Coffee- 
houfe,  and  to  make  his  apology  to  his  uncle 
for  flecping  out  that  night.  He  called  for  his 
hat,  and  was  let  out  by  tiie  footman  ;  the 
door  was  fhut,  and  Charlotte,  now  Mrs. 
Marchmont,  fat  down,  and  drank  her  tea, 

which 
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which  was  foon  over.  Young  Marchniont 
had  a  key  to  the  ftreet-door,  and  let  him- 
felf  in  when  he  knew  all  the  fervants  were 
engaged,  and  flole  up  to  Charlotte's  cham- 
ber. At  a  little  after  eight  her  maid  at- 
tended, and  put  her  to  bed.  She  begged 
her  mother  would  not  difturb  her,  for  that 
flie  found  herfeif  ^o  fatigued,  (lie  would 
reitore  her  f{)irits  by  fleep.  That  part  of  ihe 
houfe  was  kept  perfectly  quiet  j  -and  when 
Mrs.  March  mo  nt  returned,  fhe  was  glad  to 
find  her  daughter  fo  prudent,  yet  thought 
file  would  fcoid  the  ill-natured  Frederic  for 
leaving  her  fweet  child,  and  not  even  (lay- 
ing v/ith  her  to  drink  tea.  She  regretted  (he 
had  gone  out  ;  and  not  finding  herfeif  very 
well,  Ine  wejit  to  bed,  ordering  that  Mifs 
Marchmont's  maid  fhould  wait  till  her  Lady 
rang  her  bell,  and  on  no  account  difturb 
her  till  then. 

Young  Frederic,  letting  himfelf  in  at 
any  hour  he  pleafed,  made  every  thing  eafy 
to    the  new-married    couple,    and    it  was 

twelve. 
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twelve  o'clock  the  following  noon  when 
things  were  fo  adjufted  in  Charlotte's  room> 
and  Frederic  fafe  in  the  clpfet,  that  the  fum- 
mons  for  the  Abigail  brought  her  into  her 
Lady's  chamh-er,  who  recorded  all  the  direc- 
tions (lie  had  received,  in  excufefor  her  not 
having  been  at  her  door  at  the  ufual  hour, 
which  did  not  feem  fufficient  to  appeafe  the 
angry  Charlotte  ;  die  ordered  her  breakfaft. 
in  the  dreffing-room  which  joined  the  cloiet, 
and  hearing  the  General  and  his  Lady  were 
gone  out  in  the  coach,  (he  gave  fome  coin- 
miffions  to  her  maid,  which  would  keep  her 
out  till  near  dinner  time,  and  complaining 
ofbeingfa  nifningly  hungry,  a  large  break- 
fad  was  provided,  and  ihared  with  the 
happy  prilbner.  They  remained  together 
until  three  o'clock  ;  and  Frederic's  chamber 
being  near  Charlotte's,,  he  crept  foftly  to  it, 
and  rang  the  bell  for  ihe  hair-dreffer.  The 
fervants  concluded  he  had  juft  come  in  ;  and 
her  maid  returning,  attended  to  drcls  her 
Lady  for  dinner,  company  being  that  day 
engaged.        ^ 

3  .    '•  Pi-A}'.'  • 
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"  Pray/'  ^iked  Charlotte  carelefsly,  "  has 
Mr.  FrederL  never  returned  ?  It  was  mon- 
flrous  his  not  flaying  even  till  I  drank  my 
tea  lafl  night." 

"  No  doubt,"  faid  the  Abigail,  «^  Mr. 
Frederic  fpent  his  time  more  agreeably  ;  I 
heard  nothing  of  his  being  in  the  houfe  ; — 
but  to  be  fure  he  will  foon  be  here  now, 
for  all  the  fervants  will  have  it  he  is  very 
fond  of  Lady  Betty,  and  all  my  Lord's  fa- 
mily dine  here  to-day." 

Charlotte  by  this  knew  all  was  fafe,  and 
(lie  contrived  to  elude  all  fufpicion  for  a 
whole  fortnight,  by  pretending  iilnefs,  and 
never  going  out,  or  breakfafting  with  the 
family  ;  fhe  managed  to  give  Frederic  an 
excellent  dejeune  every  morning,  he  bring- 
ing from  a  confedioner  whatever  they  both 
liked  bed ;  as  the  deftrudion  of  fo  much 
rolls  and  butter  would  have  caufed  a  won- 
der that  would  have  been  produclive  of 
mifchief. 


At 
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At  laft  the  time  of  his  departure,  with 
his  regiment,  for  Ireland  arrived,  and  in  the 
jaft  ftate  of  mifery  he  tore  himfelf  from  his 
beloved  Charlotte,  who  was  in  no  lefs  grief; 
he  was  to  be  three  months  away,  and  he 
depofited  the  key  of  the  ftreet-door  with  his 
charming  bride,  with  many  injunctions  to 
be  careful  of  it  till  his  return,  as  by  that 
alone  his  future  interviews  were  to  be  carried 
on.  The  gaiety  of  Charlotte,  after  the  lofs 
of  her  companion,  redoubled  ;  fhe  went  out 
more,  and  appeared  happier  than  ever. — 
Mr.  Temple,  who  has  been  before  men- 
tioned, faw  her,  the  day  after  the  departure 
of  Frederic,  on  horfeback  ;  and  being  in 
company  with  a  gentleman  of  her  acquaint- 
ance, was  introduced,  and  they  rode  to 
Richmond  together. 

Charlotte  was  delighted  with  the  fatire 
and  vivacity  of  Mr.  Temple  ;  they  fet 
off  each  other's  powers,  and  kept  the  other 
gentleman   in  fits  of  laughter  during   the 

whole 
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whole  ride.      When  they  parted,  Charlotte 
fighed. 

"  Why  did  1  marry  that  foolifh  coufin  of 
mine  ?'*  faid  (lie  ;  "  Temple  is  the  only  man 
I  could  with  propriety  have  chofen  from 
among  mankind  for  my  lord  and  mailer.*' 

They  met  that  iiight  at  Drury-Lane,  and 
the  night  following  at  a  private  bail.  They 
danced,  they  talked  together,  they  loved  ^ 
and  fo  rapdly  did  they  improve  every  oppor- 
tunity, that  nn  ten  days  after  the  firfh  of 
their  meeting,  (lie  reppfed  the  fecret  of  her 
marriage  in  his  bread,  and  had  the  pleafure 
of  hearing  his  rage,  his  diftrefs.  She  was 
the  only' woman  on  earth  he  could  have 
thought  to  have  made  Mrs.  Temple.  What 
could  (he  have  propofed  to  herfelf  by  marry- 
ing a  manv/ithout  a  guinea,  while  his  whole 
fortune  (hould  have  been  totally  at  her 
difpofal  ?  Few  men,  of  the  mod  exalted 
rank,  were  equal  to  her  merit,  where  wit, 
beauty^  all  were  concentered.     He  feigned 

fa 
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-fo  well,"'  and  afted  his  part  w'th  fo  much 
judgment,  that  Charlotte  thought  herfelf 
jofl.  Temple's  fortune  was  lirge  j  he  pleafed 
her  fancy  ;  he  would  have  become  her  huf- 
band  ;  though  that  idea  never  would  have 
been  hinted  at  by  him,  had  (he  not  iiifor.ned 
him  (he  was  aheady  married  ; — all  threw  her 
into  defpair,  and  (lie  thought  of  poor  Fre- 
deric as  the  only  bar  to  Jicr  felicity. 

Temple  worked  on  her  feelings  by  his 
apparent  unhappinefs'j  and  as  (he  defcnbed 
the  manner  of  her  marriage,  and  how  (he 
and  Frederic  contrived  to  be  together 
unknown  to  the  family,  he  (ighed,  and 
took  her  hand. — "  Happy  key  !"  faid  he. — 
She  bluihed;  flie  did  not  withdraw  her 
hand  ,  (he  fighed  ; — he  urged,  with  all  his 
rhetoric,  to  be  admitted  in  the  {-xm^  way ; 
and  it  was  fettled  that  the  next  day  (he 
fliould  meet  him  on  horfeback  in  the  King's 
road,  and  depofit  the  key  in  his  keeping. — 

Suffice 
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Suffice  it  to  fay,  the  meetings  of  Mr. 
Temple  and  Charlotte  were  carried  oa 
with  fo  much  adroitnefs,  that  they  were  never 
difcovered  ;  and  that,  in  exchange  for  die 
valuable  depofit  of  the  key  of  the  flreet-door 
of  General  Marchmont's  houfe  in  Golden- 
Square,  the  prudent  Charlotte  received  ^a 
pocket-book  containing  two  thoufand 
pounds.  It  is  confidently  afTerted,  fo  great 
was  her  power  over  Mr.  Temple,  that  from 
time  to  time  he  iavilhed  on  her  as  much 
more  in  cafli,  befides  innumerable  prefents 
of  very  confiderable  value  j  which  money  (he 
depofited  in  the  funds,  and  managed  it  fo 
w^ll  as  to  increafe  her  flock  exceedingly. — 
She  was  an  excellent  economift ;  fhe  loved 
to  get  money,  but  could  not  bear  to  part 
with  it. — All  intrigues  require  a  confidant  -, 
Charlotte's  was  a  lady  of  very  chafte  morals, 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  who  had  been  her 
governefs,  and  who  aimoft  lived  at  the 
Generars, 

Charlotte, 
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Charlotte,  finding  herfelf  in  a  fituation 
that  required  fecrecy,  informed  Frederic, 
and  advifed  him  to  remain  with  his  regi- 
ment, as  a  difcovcry  might  caufe  the  death 
of  her  dear  mother,  who  was  in  a  very  de- 
chning  ilate  of  health,  and  whofe  firfl:  wifh 
v;as  a  good  eriabliQiment  for  her,  and 
Frederic  the  laft  perfon  in  the  world  fhe 
would  wilh  her  m.arried  to. 

About  this  time  Lady  Betty  Marchmont's 
health  I  ecame  very  bad  ;  and  Lord  Belmore 
was  advifed,  by  medical  men  of  great  ability, 
to  take  her  to  the  South  of  France,  as  the 
only  means  of  recovery.  Tnis  ftep  was 
immediately  taken,  and  poor  Lady  Amelia 
felt  afl  the  horrors  of  a  feparation  from  her 
friend,  Mifs  March mont,  whofe  afcendency 
over  her  was  aftoni(hing.  The  day  before 
the  departure  of  the  Belmore  family,  Char- 
lotte told  the  whole  fccret  of  her  marria2:e 
to  Lady  Amelia,  now  onlyjufl  fourteen. 

**  Reconcile 
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"  Reconcile  )^ourrelf,  my  love,"  faid  this 
artful  woman,  *^  to  the  .prefent  arrangement 
of  this  foreign  tour,  and  think  how  much 
happier  you  are  than  your  unfortunate 
friend,  who  is  thus  doomed  to  live  feparate 
from  the  idol  of  her  foul,  and  whofe  fitua- 
tion  demands  the  ftrideft  fecrecy  and  care 
to  fave  her  from  utter  ruin. 

She  clafped  the  lovely  girl  round  her  neck, 
and  wept  bitterly.  From  what  fource  thofe 
tears  flowed  we  cannot  exactly  fay ; — but 
tears  fne  did  Ihed  into  the  bofom  of  inno- 
cence and  purity;  ai.d  while  (he  wrung  the 
hands  of  her  youthful  companion,  flie  re- 
ceived the  moil  fmcere  aliurances  of  fecrecy 
and  eternal  regard. 

"  Remember,  my  beft  love,'*  faid  Char- 
lotte, "  I  expecl  your  friendfhip  through 
life ;  1  have  no  profped:  of  happinefs  but 
from  my  Frederic  and  my  darhng  Amelia." 

CHAP. 
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JL  HE  parting  between  the  Earl's  family 
and  the  General's  was  truly  affeding.  Mrs. 
Marchmont's  life  was  vifibly  every  day  ap- 
proaching to  its  end.  Thefe  real  friends 
parted  never  more  to  meet.  A  very  fhort 
time  after  this  fcparation  fhe  died  happy  ; 
for  file  was  in  ignorance  of  the  character  of 
a  daughter  who,  next  to  her  hulband,  was 
the  object  fhe  moft  adored.  The  General, 
v/hofe  love  had  been  conflant,  and  his  af- 
fcdion  fincere,  gradually  declined;  he  had 
no  confolation  but  in  the  company  of  his 
beloved  daughter,  whofe  attention  to  him 
was  unremitting.  A  loofe  drefs,  and  appa- 
rent illnefs  and  diftrefs,  faved  her  from  dif- 

covery. 
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covery,  though  in  the  feventh  month  of  her 
pregnancy,  and  (lie  propofed  to  him  a  jour- 
ney into ihire,  where  her  gover- 

nefs  had  a  filler,  a  vvidov^,  who  was  an 
accoucheuje^  and  where,  without  the  leafl 
danger  of  difcovery,  fhe  could  retire  when 
her  time  came,  and  the  General  be  deceived 
by  her  keeping  her  room,  while  flie  would 
be  obliged  to  remain  out  of  the  houfe. — 
This  would  require  very  httle  ikill ;  for 
iht  had  fcudied  her  father's  dilpofition, 
and  fuited  herfelf  fo  exadly  to  it,  that  fhe 
could  lead  him  to  do  any  thing,  except  con- 
fent  to  a  match  with  hercoulin  ;  and  as  fhe 
favv  the  ravages  that  grief  was  m>aking  on 
him,  (lie  was  determined  to  keep  her  ma,r- 
riage  a  fecret,  that  after  his  death  (he  might 
ad  as  occafion  required. 

Ail  turned  out  conformable  to  her  wifh  5 
fhe  was  fafely  delivered  of  a  fine  boy  in  the 
houfe  of  M.S.  Norton,  not  ten  miles  from 
Ankerwick  Caftle.  The  General  imbibed 
a  great  (hare  of  tlie  decline  his  lady  died  of, 

and 
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and  in  ten  months  after,  falling  a  viflini  to 
grief  and  difeafe,  left  Charlotte  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  and  an  eftate  of  four  hundred 
pounds  per  anr>um,  with  his  houle  in  town, 
furniture,  plate,  and  equipage. 

When  all  the  funeral  cereiT-oriV  was  over, 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  tears  (lie d,  and  grief 
expended,  flie  conlulted  her  favourite  Tem- 
ple what  w^ns  beft  to  be  done.  As  he  iiili 
liked  her,  he  had  i;n.  invincible  averiion  to 
her  hufband's  return ;  and  as  they  were  one 
day  debating  what  Vvas  L'eftJ:o  be  done,  the 
poit  brought  a  leUer  from  Frederic,  faying 
thathe  vvould  be  in  London  in  a  very  fnori: 
time,  there  to  claifii  his  charming  \^ife. 

This  letter,  filled  vvith^thc  warmeft  ex- 
preiTions  of  love  and  afleccion,  brought  no- 
thing but  dilgu.t  and  alarm  to  the  cifuinij/c 
Temple  and  his  chere  a?rns.. 

During  the  life  of  Genera!  and  Mrs. 
Marchmont,   the  artfui  Chariottc  cjiic.iv  d 

VOL.  III.  C  to 
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to  keep  all  the  love  of  Frederic  alive,  and 
eafily  convinced  him  of  the  necefTity  of  hi's 
remaining  in  Ireland  ;  but  the  death  of  both 
let  her  fo  eifectually  at  liberty,  that  nothing 
could  be  advanced  to  procure  his  longer 
fcay,  that  could  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to 
gain  credit  with  him  ;  and  as  his  temper  nv^is 
warm,  and  his  God  was  honour.  Temple 
fomctimes  felt  a  few  twitches  that  pointed 
out  to  him  his  fituation  was  critical,  and' 
recuired  great  condudl  to  iVeer  exaftly 
between  his  love  and  his  fear:  for  fo  reli- 
gious and  pious  Vv-as  this  worthy  young  man, 
that  he  heidduellifts  in  the  greatefl  abhor- 
rence. He  thought  it  a  mofh  heinous  fin 
to  take  the  life  of  his  fellow- creature,  and 
had  a  n:iofc  infurmountable  and  inherent 
diflike  to  lun  the  riik  of  his  own.  This 
trait  in  his  character,  however,  he  kept  a 
profound  fee  ret  from  the  world  ;  and  fo 
deceived  it,  that  he.  was  in  general  thought 
the  foul  of  honour. 

The 
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The  grcateft  adepts  in  falfehood  and  de- 
ception will  fometimes  find  themfelves  in- 
adequate to  arrange,  with  a  fufficlent  de- 
gree of  plaufibility,  (b  many  difficult  points 
as  ailliiled  thofe  lovers,  fome  of  which  were 
fo  obftinately  in  the  way  of  accommodatior, 
as  fliut  out  all  hope  of  concealment ;  for 
though  the  critical  death  of  Mrs.  March- 
mont,  and  the  pliability  of  the  Qgnerari 
temper  to  all  the  views  and  wiQies  of  his 
beloved  daughter,  faved  her  from  dececlloa 
with  her  firfl  child, — a  hufband,  jealous  of 
his  honour,  and  alive  to  all  the  delicate  and 
refined  feelings  of  that  cliarader,  could  not 
be  deceived  ;  and  Charlotte  was  now  fo  in- 
creafed  in  f:ze,  that  a  fecond  vifit  to  her 
friend,  Mrs.  Norton,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Ankerwick.  Cadle,  could  not  long  be  de- 
layed. 

Such  w^as  the  conflcrnation  thofe  fcveral 

difficulties  thiew  this  hnj-py   pair  into^  that 

man)  days  pafl^jd  before  they  came   to  any^ 

refolution.     Temple  fall  loved  Charlotte  to 

c  2  diftradion  ; 
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diilracllon  ;  lie  could  not  beiir  the  thought 
of  giving  her  up  ;  it  was  ah-noft  as  bad  as 
meeting  her  hufband.  He  debated  with 
himfelf  whether  it  would  not. be  prudent  to 
carry  her  off,  and  Hve  till  he  was  tired  of 
her  on  the  Contiiicnt,  and  then  n^.ake  her 
over  to  lome  otlier,  or  leave  her;  but  thgn 
Frederic  mig^:t  trace  him.  Then  his  piety 
came  toi'iis  aid. — ''  Could  I  take  away  the 
life  of  a  fellow-creatu -e  ?"  was  his  ejaculation. 
He  then  thought  of  leaving  Charlotte  to 
brave  the  iury  of  herhufb.  i.d  alone,  and 
quit  the  kingdoin  hiniielt  3  his  love  for  her 
foibf.de  it,  and  yet  this  iail:  plan  had  gained 
confiderabiy  on  him. 

Charlotte's  nfind  became  difcradVed  ;  all 
hitherto  in  her  life  had  been  according  to 
her  own  defires.  This  was  the  firll  oppo-  ' 
fiti  n  to  her  wiil,  and  (he  bore  it  like  a 
tigreff. — She  hated  Frederic;  fiie  thought 
oi  him  as  l;er  only  bar  to  real  happinefs  ; — 
and  iuch  was  the  yioience  of  her  paffion  for 

Tea:ple, 
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Temple,   that    (he  was  miferable   when  he 
was  a  moment  out  of  her  fight. 

"  Oh  !**  faid  (be,  "  with  what  pleafure 
would  I  adminiller  a  bowl  ofpoifon  to  this 
bufy  fool/*  tearing  Frederic's  letter  in 
pieces,  and  {lamping  it  under  her  feet,  "  who 
thus  robs  me  of  happinefs,  of  all  my  future 
and  prefent  good!" 

In  all  the  flrength  of  colo^iring  regret 
affords  the  imagination,  Cp.q  painted  her  fuf- 
ferings  to  Temple. 

«'  Dry  up  tbefe  tears,"  faid  fbe,  '*  the 
violence  of  my  love  for  you  bid^  thus  to 
Row.  Save  m.e  from  that  wretched  boy,  or 
this,'*  taking  out  a  dagger  from  her  bofom, 
**  Ihall  eale  me  of  the  tortures  1  am  no  longer 
able  to  bear.'* 

Temple,  fliocked  at  her  violence,  wrefled 
the  dagger  from  a  Iiand  Nature  had  formed 
too  delicately  to  oppcfe,  with  any  hope  of 
c  J  fuccefs. 
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fuccefs,  the  nervous  arm  of  her  lover ;  and 
prefTing  her  to  his  heart,  quieted  the  tumult 
that  oppofition  would  only  have  increafed  : 
but  the  fcene  ftruckon  the  fenfes  of  Temple 
like  a  peal  of  thunder,  and  his  coward, 
foul  flirunk  from  the  embraces  of  a  woman 
who  had  thus  laid  open  her  vicious  heart.-^- 
He  left  her  with  well-diflembled  affection, 
refolved  never  to  fee  her  more.  Poifon  and 
daggers  haunted  his  weary  imagination  ; — 
fleep  refufed  the  refrefliQient  he  expecled 
from  his  pillow,  and  it  was  far  advanced  in 
the  morning  of  the  following  day  when 
Somnus  vifited,  with  unquiet  and  dreadful 
vifions,  his  difturbed  and  refllefs  foul. 

Charlotte,  confoled  firfh  by  Temple,  and 
after  his  departure  foothed  by  her  faithful  go- 
vernante,  enjoyed  a  calmer  reft  ;  but  morn- 
inc;  a2;ain  brou2:nt  all  the  ra^e,  diftrefs,  and 
lamenat  ions  of  the  fornfer  (Jay.  She  never 
rofe  till  noon,  and  under  the  fembiance  of 
orief  fcrthe  iofs  of  the  General,  flie  neither 
admitted  vifits,  nor  went  abroad  -,  fo  that  the 

world, 
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world,  nor  even  one  of  her  doirieftics,  had 
the  flighted  rufpicion  of  her  connection  with 
Temple,  or  her  lituation.  She  wore  a  long 
ioofe  drcfs,  which  prevented  her  fliape  being 
obferved  even  by  her  maid,  fo  well  was  every- 
thing contrived. 

Temple  was  irrefolute  ;  he  feared  to 
awaken  her  jealoufy  or  hatred,  and  he,  e.er 
cautious  and  prudent,  determined  to  dif- 
femble,  and  brcnk  the  conneclion  with  as 
much  fafcty  to  ^imfelf  as  pofilble  ;  but 
poilon  reprefented  lo  many  dangers  in  every 
thing  that  approached  him  under  her  roof, 
that  he  was  refolved  to  feign  illnefs,  and  eat 
no  more  of  the  delicacies  that  were  always 
prep:;red  tor  him  at  the  ufual  hour.  The 
next  night,  therefore,  that  he  found  himfelf 
in  Charlotte's  elegant  apartment,  who  was 
by  thib  time  fo  much  let  at  red  by  the  fage 
counkls  oi  the  wife  governante,  who  had 
formed  a  plan  to  delude  the  unfortunate 
huibar.'d,  that  Charlotte,  recollcding  that 
Hie  had  opened  her  heart  a  little  too  freely 
c  4  to 
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to  her  gallant,  perraaded  him,  with  fuch 
admirable  addrefs,  that  fiie  was  out  of  her 
fenies  for  the  moment,  which  was  affirmed 
by  the  crafty  governante,  that  Temple,  from 
loving  the  objecfl  that  thus  wiihed  to  im- 
pofe  on  him,  credited  whatever  was  told 
him,  and  partook  of  the  fupper  and  wincs^ 
withoiit  ever  once  reile6ting  that  Nature,  in 
all  her  woridcrkil  production?,  gave  to  man 
a  plant,  from  which  fo  pernicious  a  drug  as 
poifon  could  be  extracted. 

A  f;:cond  letter  from  Frederic,  dated  from 
pubHn,  mentioned  that  his  bufmefs  would 
be  concluded  in  a  i'e\Y  days,  and  that  he 
hoped,  at  the  end  of  ten,  he  fliould 
embrace  his  beloved  Charlotte  -,  and  begged 
that  his  dear  boy  might  be  fcnt  for  from  the 
country     to    the    houfe    of  his    friend  Mr. 

R ,  that  he  might  fee  him  the  very  day 

of  his  arrivah  He  faid  he  was  engaged  to  a 
]:rivc:te  ball  the  night  of  the  day  he  wrote, 
v^herc  he  was  to  dance  with  the  beautiful 
]y.dy  Louila  Fitzgerald,  the  admiration  o 

ail 
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nil  the  world;    but   that  h^i   Ciiarl  tte  was 
-  a  1 1  to  him,   and   Lad  y   L  - ;  u i  a   wou '  d   have 
perhaj^s,  of  all    the  men  in  the  room,  the 
dulieii  partner. 

TliS  inventive   genius  of  the  governante 

liad   arranged  matters   (o   ihat   every  thing 

promlfed  lliccefs,   and  the   day  IsLirchniont 

was    expecled,    Charlotte's    rib    nad    been 

broken  ; — a   fargeon  appeared  properly   in- 

flruclcd  ;    iLe  was  fvvatned  up,,  and  could 

not  move  out  of  one  pofcure  -, — her  domeftics 

.\ere  all  o;reatly   c^^ncerned,   thinking:  it  to 

he  real.    Siie  was  to.  h  .vo  a  lever,  and  all  the 

concomitants  of  a  faclure,  by  which  ah  waj 

to  be  concealed..     Temple's  nocturnal  vifits  ^ 

were   fufpended,  and  many  d-iys   alter  the 

t:^nthelapfed  without  briii^iiig  any  account 

ofFreder.c.      Teinple  ag-in  appeared,  a::d 

'^-cy  began  to   think    there    was  fjine  mif- 

ike  :   Lis  iilnels,  c^r  buhnefo,  or  a.^y   thi'ig 

.i\Q  it  pleafed  the  Fates  to  brino-  tii;on   the 

h:ad    oi    the   unfortunate    huibaiid,    v/oukl. 

hi;ve  brought  joy  to  his  infamou.s  wife,  and 

c  5  not 
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]iot  much  lefs  fatisfadlion  ro  the  pufillani- 
nious  Temple.  In  this  uncertain  fituation 
they  remained  feveral  days,  when  Charlotte 
received  a  letter  by  the  poll  j — flie  knew  not 
thehand. 

"  It  is  from  Ireland,"  faid  fhe  to  the  gover-"^' 
nant^  j  **  who  knows,  ye  Gods  !  perhaps  this 
fool  is  no  m.ore!" — She  opened  the  letter — 
expectation  beat  high ;  (he  fighed  at  what 
Vcit  thought  the  fallacious  hope  of  the  death 
of  a  faithful  and  affcclionace  hufband  ; — Ihe 
read — joy  fparkled  in  her  eyes. — *'  He  is 
gone,"  faid  (lie,  clafping  the  hand  of  the 
governante,  *^  and  I  am  the  happieft  woman 
upon  earth  !" — She  now  gave  a  loofe  to  her 
joy. — ''  Oh  !"  faid  fhe,  '^  that  Temple  was 
here,  that  his  dear  mmd  fliould  be  relieved 
from  the  load  of  pain  and  uncertainty  he  is 
in  !  How  tardy  will  the  hours  move  on  till 
we  meet!" 

''  Moderate,  dear  Madam,"  faid  the 
able  advifer;  "  conceal  all  this  joy  from 
Mr.    Temple.       Recoiled    the  poifoni    it 

feemcd. 
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ft^emed  to  operate  wonderfully  on  the  rnlnd 
of  your  lover.  You  married  that  fweet  fellow 
that  is  gone,  for  love  -,  Temple  will  naturally 
fear  you,  and  doubt  your  love  for  him  to  be 
real.  Work  upon  his  feelings ;  perhaps  he 
may  now  do  your  violent  love  for  him  juftice, 
and  make  you  his  wife  !" 

This,  however,  v/as  a  v/idi  the  very  farthed 
from  the  heart  of  the  governefs  -,  flie 
dreaded  nothing  more  than  a  marriage,  for 
both  Temple  and  Charlotte  were  very  libe- 
ral to  her  ;  and  fclf-intere(l  (Irongly  pointed 
out  to  her  it  was  not  her  bufinefs  to  join 
them  legally  togetlier. 

Charlotte  approved  of  the  advice  of  her 
friend;  and  at  the  hourfhe  expecled Temple,, 
fhe  threw  herfelf  into  a  proper  degree  of 
forrow.  She  had  made  an  application  to  her 
eyes,  which  caufed  an  appearance  of  great: 
inflammation  from  tear^  ;  and  Ihe  fo  well  and 
fo  naturjily  ^Dut  on  the  fem.biance  offo-row, 
that  Temple  was  completely  duped  by  it. 

Q  6  ''  Her.e.,;' 
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"  Here/'  faid  flic,  ^^  is  an  account  of  poor 
Frederic's  death  ;  he  died  with  firmnefs,  as 
became  his  profeflion  and  his  name.  Oh  ! 
how  I  have  injured  him  !  Never  fliall  I  knaw 
peace  more  !" 

The  govcrnantc,  Vv'ho  was  prefenr,  coulci 
hardly  compofe  her  rifible  faculties  j  fhe 
hemmed  twice,  put  her  handkerchief  to  her 
eyes,  and  turned  from  her  dear  Lady.  Mr. 
Frederic  was  a  brave  man,  The  faid.  Char- 
loece  now  really  wept.  Temple  threw 
down  the  letter  ; — he  took  Charlotte  by  the 
hand  tenderly. 

"  Grieve  not  thus,  my  love  !'*  faid  he. 

''  Ah,  Temple  1"  faid  fne,  ''  you  mufl 
hate,  defpife,  deteft  the  woman  who  has 
balely  betrayed  the  beft,  the  moft  faithful,  the 
kindeft  hufoaiid  s  read  that  letter  of  his  friend 
Colonrl  Edwards,  and  rePiCcfi:  on  his  kind- 
nefii  to  the  worthlefs  Chailotte." 

Colonel 
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Colonel  Edwards  had  wriuten  in  high 
panegyric  of  the  gallantry  of  Capt^iin  March- 
inont,  who  had  been  fent  out  with  a  party  of 
his  men  againft  thofe  deluded  people  called- 
Whitcboys,  whofe  numbers  exceeded  all 
idea  ;  and  though  the  handful  of  men,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Marchm.onr,  cut  to 
pieces  hundreds^  and  took  the  leaders  pri- 
foners,  a  violent  cut  on  the  head  brought 
down  the  gallant  Frederic,  and  which,  after 
fomiC  days,  proved  mortal.  During  the 
interval  p'recedipig  his  death,  he  difclofed 
every  circumftince  of  his  rTiarriage  to  his 
friend  Colonel  Edwards,  and  recommended 
his  dear  little  boy  (Irongly  to  his  care. 

Temple  found  it  impolTible  to  comfort  or 
confole  Charlotte  j  (l^e  abfolutely  refufed  lus 
vifits,  and  left  fuch  an  imprefTion  on  his 
mind  of  her  real  forrow  for  her  hulband,  as 
totally  banifaed  the  bad  imprefTions  of  the 
poilbn  (he  was  fo  ready  to  adminiftcr  to 
him  in  her  rage  ] — fo  that  he  concluded 
ftie    had    really,^  from  dillrefs,    Iclt    for   a 

moment.. 
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moment  thepov/er  of  rcafon,  and  that  flie^un^ 
known  to  herfclf,  had  a  latent  affedlionfor  Fre- 
deric, that  his  lofs  alone  was  able  to  fhew  her. 
She  kept  on  the  farce  fo  well  until  her  return 
from  her  friend,  Mrs.  Norton's,  where  fhe 
left  to  her  care  another  fine  boy,  that  Tem- 
ple was  fo  completely  outwitted,  that  he 
defpaired  of  ever  again  living  with  her  on 
the  fame  terms.  Her  fcheme  was  marriage  -, 
but  fhe  was  prudent  enough  to  keep  the 
governante  in  ignorance  of  this.  On  her 
return  to  Golden-Square,  fhe  was  acknow- 
ledged for  the  widow  of  her  late  coufin  ;  fhe 
appeared  in  weeds,  and  deep  afrliction  for  his 
lofs. 

Tempk  flill  loved  her  ^afTionately ;  and 
v;htn  tiiT.e  had  meliorated  a  little  of  the 
poignancy  of  her  feelings,  l]^,e  became  ten 
times  more  witty  and  agreeable  than  ever,, 
and  was  ftill  m^ore  charming  in  the  eyes  of 
Temple  : — but  time  Ihewed  her  he  would 
never  marry  her ;  for  though  he  preifed  her 
to  admit  his  vifits  as  ufual,   he  never  once 

hinted: 
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hinted  at  matrimony.  She  had  now  appear- 
ances to  keep  up ;  fhe  had  no  longer  the 
death  of  a  father,  mother,  or  hufband  to 
mourns  no  exciife  to  lock  herfelf  up  from 
the  world  in  cafe  a  third  vific  to*  Mrs.  Nor- 
ton {hould  prove  necefTary;  and  this  con- 
fideration  alone  had  weight  enough  to  with- 
fland  the  pleafure  of  the  fociety  of  the  man 
fhe  loved  to  a  degree  of  extrayagance  that 
was  amazing.  She  received  about  this  time 
a  preffing  invitation  from  Lord  and  Lady 
Belmore  to  join  them  at  Florence,  where 
Lady  Betty's  ill  flate  of  heakh  obliged  them 
to  remain  -,  and  alfo  fuch  a  letter  from  Lady 
Amelia,  that  had  Mrs.  Marchmont  any  .feel- 
ing, fne  would  have  fet  off  to  the  amilance  of 
her  young  friend.  She  entreated,  in  the  moil 
moving  terms,  that  (lie  would  accept  of  the 
invitation,  as  her  prefence  would  lave  her 
from  ruin  j  that  fhe  had  been  privately  mar- 
ried, and  had  reafons  lb  potent  for  the  aflift- 
ance  of  her  dear  friend,  that  her  death  mud 
be  the  confequence  of  her  refufal  ;  that  Mr. 
ana  Mrs.  Baggot  were  to  kvWe  London 
6  earl/ 
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earlv  in  the  next  month,  with  their  Ton  and 
daughter,  and  :hat  they  would  take  care  of 
her  dear  Charlotte  until  (he  was  fafe  under 
the  prote6lion  of  Lord  and  Lady  Belmore. 
Thi>  Mrs.  Ivlarchmont  thou2:hc  would  for- 
ward  her  fchepxie  on  Temple;  fhe  made 
preparations  far  her  intended  tour,  had  itr 
annouiiced  to  all  her  friends,  and  agreed  to 
take  her  governantevvith  her. 

Temple  was  quire  di'ftraclcd  at  this  ar- 
rangemtnt ;  he  could  not  go  abroad,  nor 
vvouLi  [he  oerinit  him,  he  well  kne>V,  to  be 
one  of  her  party  if  it  had  been  poiTibie  fon 
hi  n  at  that  time  to  quit  the  kingdom.  In 
thisdilemm.i  he  took  the  only  means  to  gain 
admittance  once  mor? ,  which  was  calling  on 
her  one  morning  \vith  tv/o  or  triree  ladies  ; 
and,  on  their  leaving  the  room,  he  milled  Ins- 
glove,  and  running  back  up  (lairs  for  it,  he 
prefjnted  a  letter  to  Charlotte,  in  which 
v.ere  bill,  for  one  thoufand  pounds.  As  Ilie 
reached  r)'it  her  hand  :o  receive  the  letter,  he 
caiight  ic^  and  preffcd  it  to  his  lips. 

'^  vYill 
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"  Will  you  fend  the  anfwer  to  this  letter/' 
faid  he,  ''  to  the  old  place  :" 

She  replied,  "  Yes  i"  and  that  night,  (o 
powerful  an  efte61:  has  money,  the  gover- 
nante  conveyed  him  CiCt  into  her  patronefi's 
prcfenceac  eleven  o'clock. 

The  young  Frederic,  her  fon,  had  been 
brought  up  to  her  houfe  ;  he  was  now  near 
three  years  old,  and  fhe  determined  to  take 
him  with  her  to  Florence.  She  appeared 
very  fond  of  him,  though  that  fl:ie  really  was 
fo,  was  a  dubious  point.  Temple  would  by 
no  means  confent  to  her  leaving  England, 
and  (he  was  too  much  given  up  to  him  to 
difpute  it.  It  was  therefore  reiblved  that 
llie  fhould  excufe  herfelf  to  Lord  and  Lady 
Belmore ;  and  her  little  boy  opportunely 
taking  the  fmall-pox,  v/hich  v/as  knoy*'n  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baggot^  it  v/as  apology  fuf- 
ficient. 

The  misfortunes  of  the  beautiful,  the  dif- 
trelTtd    Amelia  awakened  a  feeling   in  the 

brealt 
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bread  of  Mrs.  iVF^rchmont  that  was  more 
than  pliy — it  was  a  ffeling  more  congenial 
to  the  h'-art  of  avarice  and  felf  interefl:. — 
Lady  Amelia's  woman  had  died  ,  and  Lady 
Belmore  reqticfled  Mrs.  Marchmont  would 
take  over  with  her  an  EngHfhwoman,  to 
wait  on  her  daughter,  as  fhe  preferred  an 
Englillnvoman  to  a  foreigner.  The  gover- 
nante  therefore  was  difpatched  in  place  of 
Mrs.  Marchmont  herfelf,  who,  though  fhe 
was  a  native  of  France,  her  long  refidence  in 
England  did  away  Lady  Amelia's  objedion  ; 
and  her  birth  was  looked  over  in  the  greater 
perfedticns  fo  highly  coloured  by  Mrs, 
Marchmont. 

Lady  Amelia  was  foon  obliged  to  repofe 
that  confidence  in  her  iTie  was  fo  well  qua- 
lified to  be  entrufted  with.  *  Mrs.  Norton 
was  alfo.  thought  a  very  neceilary  addition  ; 
and  in  three  months  after  their  arrival  at 
Florence,  Lady  Amelia,  through  their  means, 
brought  into  the  world,  witiiout  the  lead 
difcovery    or    fufpicion,    a  charming   boy, 

which 
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who  was  confio-ned  to  the  care  of  Mrs. 
Norton  ;  and  when  it  was  thought  oLi  and 
ilrong  enough  to  travel,  Lady  Amelia  pur- 
pofeiy,  as  was  agreed  on,  quarrelled  with  the 
governante,  who  was  fent  back  to  England 
at  the  expence  of  Lord  Belmore. 

The  Nobleman,  wham  Lady  x^melia  had 
privately  married,  when  he  found  the  necef- 
fity  of  parting  with  his  child,  went  fecretly 
to  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Norton  i  and  after  be- 
{lowing  upon  it  the  tendered  careflcs,  he 
ftripped  its  litrie  back,  and,  by  a  peculiar 
fecret,  he  marked  certain  letters  under  its 
right  fide,  that  were  fcarcely  perceptible 
until  it  fhould  be  rubbed  with  a  particular 
liquid,  which  at  any  time  of  life  wouid  make 
vifible  the  mark  imprinted  at  tne  mod 
tender  age.  He  gave  Lady  Amelia  an  order 
on  a  London  Banker  for  two  rhoufand 
pounds,  which  was  to  be  given  to  her  friend 
Mrs.  Marchmont  for  the  nccelTary  expendi- 
ture of  the  child  ;*  and  whatever  further  fums 
would  be  neceflary,  he  would  anfwer,  recom- 

mending 
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mendii  g  IiIs  dear  inflint  to  the  humane  care  of 
his  beloved  Amelia's  friend.  This  fum  was 
faiihfjl'y  prefented  by  the  governante  to 
Mrs.  Marchmont  •  and  the  liberality  of  this 
Nobleman  to  the  two  women  who  conducled 
all  thi^ih  matters,  fo  well  and  amply  fatisfied 
them,  that  they  returned  highly  plcafed  witFi 
their  excurfion  to  Florence, 

Two  thoufand  pounds  was  a  very  con- 
fiderable  fum  in  ihe  eyes  of  Mrs.  March- 
mont, who,  from  the  moment  fne  received  it, 
converted  it  to  her  own  ufe.  The  poor 
Mrs.  Norton,  in  about  fix  months  after  her 
return,  had  the  misfortune  to  break  her 
kg;  and  on  Mrs.  Marchmont*s  hearing  it, 
fhe  fet  off  for  her  houfe,  telling  the  gover- 
nante that  fhe  muil  bring  up  the  dear  little 
Florentine  to  tov/n,  and  that  flie  would  take 
her  own  maid  with  her,  for  whom  fhe  had 
particular  bufinefs,  fo  that  it  was  impofiible 
to  take  her  to  fee  her  fifier.  Mrs.  March- 
mont   had  very   powerful  reafons  why  the 

£:overnante 
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governante  '(houKI  not  attend  her ;  andy  la 
her  vifit  to  IVlrs.  Nort'-n,  every  thing  turned 
out  quite  to  her  latisfaflion,  tlie  death  of 
whom,  ^ccaiioned  by  the  fever  brought  on 
by  tht  frac^cure,  facilitated  all  her  fchemes  on 
the  fon  of  her  dear  friend,  Lady  Amelia. 

Mrs.  Marchmont's  connc.r.ion  with  Mr. 
Temple  laRed  for  lome  years  afcer  this  pe- 
riods but,  like  all  otiier  connections  of  the 
fame  kind,  time  brought  it  to  a  conclufion  ^ — 
but  fuch,  and  fj  many  uncommon  circum- 
flances  bound  t!iem  to  each  other,  that 
either  fcif  intereft  or  felf-lecurity  made  a 
lading  fiiendi'hip  in  -ifienfably  neceffary  dur- 
ing the  remainder  or  iheir  Hves.  Whether 
this  fricndlLip  can  conlifiently  be  called 
Platonic,  I  will  not  affert  i  but  fo  licde  re- 
trofpetSlion  had  either  to  the  days  of  love,  that 
they,  making  them  (elves  happy  with  new 
en»ao;ements,  neither  wounded,  or  in  the 
lead  affccled  the  feelinG;s  of  each  other. 


In 
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In  point  of  circum (lances,  Mrs.  March- 
mont  found  herfelf  perfedlly  eafy  ; — her  love 
of  money  led  her  to  the  purfuit  oflncreafing 
her  original  fortune  ;  flie  prided  herfelf  much 
on  this  talent,  and  found  it  gained  her  no 
fmall  credit  with  the  world.  Her  broker 
knew  fhe  had  large  fums  in  the  funds  ;  her 
trades-people  were  regularly  paid ;  her  do- 
meftics  enjoyed  plenty  and  peace  i  her  houfe 
was  elegantly  furniineds  her  equipage 
fuperb ;  her  entertainments  grand,  agree- 
able, and  of  courfe  well  attended.  What 
more  could  Mrs.  Marchmont,  or  any  other 
lady  of  high  fafhion,  wifii  or  defire  ?  While 
riches  are  poffcfied,  and  the  goods  they 
bring  enjoyed,  numbers  I  fear  there  are  to 
be  found  too  indifferent  to  the  means  by 
which  they  are  acquired. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II'I, 


EARLY  accounts  were  regularly  font 
to  Lady  Amelia  of  the  expenditure  on  the 
little  Florentine  ;  and  as  fccrecy  was  indif- 
penfably  neceiTary,  the  income  allowed  to 
the  pcribn  whofe  care  he  was  in  was  very 
large  i — {o  that,  between  mafters  and  phyfi- 
cians'  fees,  though  fhe  had  the  humanity  never 
to  write  during  the  child's  iilncfs,  but  im- 
mediately on  its  recovery,  there  was  feldom 
a  lefler  fum  than  five  hundred  pounds  per 
annum  accounted  for ;  and  the  noble  fhther, 
for  the  proper  maintenance  and  care  of  his 
darling  and  only  fon,  fent  another  fum  of 
two  thoufand  pounds  Britifli  to  the  faithful 
friend  of  his  beloved  Amelia. 

Ac 


43  ANKERWICK    CASTLE. 

At  the  age  of  nine  years,  or  rather  at  the 
time  the  four  thoufancl  pounds  ought  to  have 
been  expended  at  the   rate  of  five  hundred 
pounds  per    annum,    this    v/orthy   guardian 
apprized  the  unfortunate  pair  of  the  death  of 
their   child  ;  and  while  their  amiable  hearts 
were  torn  by  afniclion  for   the  fuppofed  lofs 
of  their  darling,  Mrs.   Marchmont  put  on  a 
tVv'o   months'   grief    for    the  benefit   of  tiie 
governante,  who  was  in  perfecl  ignorance  of 
what  really   became,  of  the  infint   after  her 
filler  Mrs.  Norton's  death;  and  was  fo  plau- 
fible  in   the   accounts  fiie   gave,  feeming  fo 
very  fond  of  the  child,   and  read  lb  many 
paflages  of  letters  fiie  faid  (lie  received  from 
the  worthy  Clergym.;in,  in  whofecare  flie  had 
placed  him,   that  the:  governante  believed  it 
all  as  faithfully  as  ihiC  did  her  creed.      Indeed 
no  perfon  living  was  in  the  fecret,  which  i'cz 
Mrs.  Marcmr.ont  perfeflly  at  eafe  as  to  dif- 
covery  i  for  at  the   time   ihe  took  her  own 
niaid  on  the  journey  to  ivlrs.   Norton's,  Hit 
contrived  to  adminifter  a  dofe  that  eifccliially 
prevented  her  being  able  to  travel  with  her 

Lady, 
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Lady,  whofe  bufinefs  was  fo  urgent,  that  fhe 
left  her  in  the  care  of  the  people  of  the  Red 
Lion  at  Barnet,  and  found  her,  on  her  re- 
turn, perfedly  recovered,  and  able  to  attend 
her  back  to  her  houfe  in  Golden  Square. 

The  expeded  arrival   of  the  Belmore  fa- 
mily in  England  made  it  abfolutely  nec^dary 
to  apprize  Lady  Amelia  o[  the  death  of  her 
fon.      Had  they  remained  longer    abroad, 
it  IS   doubtful    whether    Mrs.    Marchmont 
would  not  have  deferred  the  account  till  after 
the  receipt  of  a  few  more  thousands;  but  iliC 
was  not  fond  of  running  rifk=;.      Prudence 
and  forefight  were  ftriking  traits  in  her  cha- 
rad^er.    Whether  it  was  to  this  we  are  to  at- 
tribute her  fudden  rcfolution  of  2[oin2[  abroad, 
or  to  a  few  twitches  of  confcience,  if  it  be 
poiTible  fuch  a  vvoman  as  Mrs.   Marchmont 
could  have  really  any  confcience  or  monitor 
within,    or  to  a  difagreement  that  arofe  with 
her  prefent  lover,  or  to  the  refuk  of  confide- 
ration  of  convenience,   or  fome   fccret  con- 
catenations of  ideas  that  arofe  in  her  mind; 

,    VOL,  III.  D  but 
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but  certain  it  is  fhe  arrived  in  Paris  on  the 
very  day  Lord  Bclmore's  family  reached 
Ollend,  on  their  way  to  England. 

The  v^ary  Mrs.  Marchmont,  however,  for 
once  overlhot  her  mark.  This  journey, 
which  was  attended  with  fome  cxpence  and 
no  prpfttj  which  threw  her  out  of  the  life  flie 
was  attached  to,  and  the  company  of  a  man 
whom,  though  flic  had  quarrelled  with,  fhe 
v/as  yet  fond  of,  was  unnectflary  ;  for  the 
unfortunate  Lady  Amelia  could  not  leave 
a  hufoand  dear  to  her  beyond  conception,  or 
return  witliout  him  to  her  native  land,  where 
fne  could  no  longer  hope  to  fee  the  litde 
^dol  of  her  foul,  the  parting  with  whom  nearly 
broke  the  tender  thread  of  life,  and  Vv'hofe 
lofs  almofc  deprived  her  of  exulence.  She 
there i^:>re  departed  from  her  father's  houfe 
priva"eiy  witn  her  noble  ip.;ufe,  wh^fe  family 
were  even  nioie  againfi:  the  connection  than 
Lord  Eclmorc^  They  kept  their  retreat  a 
feciet,  nor  has  it  ever  yet  tranipired. 

The 
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The  melincholy  circumftances  attending 
the  death  of  Lord  Belmore's  tv/o  fons,  the 
recent  deceafe  of  Lady  Betty,  after  a  tedious 
and  fevere  illnefs,  and  the  difaftedlion  of 
Lady  Amelia,  aimoft  broke  down  the  Earl 
and  his  Lady,  whofe  greateft  pleafure  feemcd 
to  reft  on  meetinoj  Mrs.  Marchmont  and  her 
fon,  who  was  now  their  heir. 

The  reader  may  judge,  from  his  know- 
ledge of  Mrs.  Marchmont,  how  very  much 
chagrined  fiie  muft  have  found  hcrfelf,  on 
being  acquainted  with  all  thefe  circumftances. 
She  had,  however,  gone  as  far  as  Nice  be- 
fore that  happened,  and  Ihe  lilled  it  fo  much, 
that  Hie  put  off  the  impatience  of  her  rela- 
tives for  her  return  till  the  following  fpring. 
It  was  here  (lie  met  Lord  Seal's  family  -,  and 
jier  friendiliip  with  Lady  Mary  Berkley, 
though  then  a  mere  o;irlj  tirft  commenced. 

The  death  of  Lord  Belmore  firft  called 
Mrs.  Marchmont  to  PLngland  ;  her  fon  com- 
ing into  all  his  fortune  and  title.     This  added 
D  2  er/af 
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eclat  to  her,  and  fhe  lived  rather  more  un- 
reftrained  than  bef^Dre  fhe  went  abroad  ; — 
fo  that,  at  the  period  of  Lady  Mary  Berk- 
ley's refidence  in  her  houfc,  we  find  her  a 
character  rather  vifited  from  the  elegance  of 
her  entertainments,  her  wit,  and  agreeable- 
nefs,  than  from  that  corre(5tnefs  which  alone 
would  have  recommended  her  to  the  Devon 
family,  for  the  prote6lrefs  of  Lady  Mary. — 
Why  Mrs.  Marchmont  fliould  confent  to 
her  Ladyfhip's  refiding  with  her  is  fome- 
thing  inconceivable.  It  was  in  many  cir- 
cumftances  incongruous;  it  was  inconfident 
with  her  plans,  with  her  way  of  life,  and 
marks  more  (Irongly  her  want  of  forefight 
and  prudence  than  any  other  of  her  adions. 
We  find  hitherto  that  the  tide  ran  rapidly  in 
favour  of  all  Mrs.  Marchmont's  undertak- 
ings; it  began  to  ebb  from  the  moment 
Lady  Mary  became  an  inm.  te  in  her  houfe  ; 
and  it  now  ran  out  as  quickly  as  it  before 
flovsed  in.  If  we  wait  the  critical  moment 
of  the  fiv)od,  good  fenfe,  and  a  proper  con- 
fidence in  ourfclves,  foon  lead  us  to  that  fuc- 

cefs 
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cefs  we  aim  at,  and  to  which  we  approach  at 
every  ftep  3  fo,  on  the  contrary,  we  advance 
to  nothing  fader  than  ruin,  when  once  we 
are  fairly  entered  on  the  road. 

A  quick  and  penetrating  underftanding 
aided  and  alTifted  Mrs.  Marchmont  in  all  her 
diabolical  plans.  Avarice  deadened  her 
ideas  on  the  offer  Lady  Mary  made  her  of 
five  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  and  a  for- 
feiture of  the  like  fjm  in  cafe  fhe  v/antonly 
quitted  her  houfe  within  the  year.  This  was 
a  bait  too  powerful  for  her  to  withftand^  as 
ihe  knew  Lady  Mary  would  not  be  an  addi- 
tional expence  to  her  of  fifty  pounds  per 
annum. 

Temple,  who  was  by  this  time  a  marked 
chara6ler  even  in  the  very  firil  world,  at- 
tached himfcif  to  her  Ladyfnip  j  nor  was  ic 
long  befo  re  flje  fell  an  tafy  prey  :  but  (iill 
Mrs.  Marchmont,  ever  min  Jtul  of  appear- 
ancesj  ^i^Hiierl  on  prccaucion.  It  vas  given 
out  oy  niuLUai  coi.icnt,  that  Temj^le  was 
D  J  paying 
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paying  his  addrefies  to  Lady  Mary  ;  and  this, 
in  fome  degree,  faved  trouble,  and  fanflioned, 
for  a  time,  his  being  openly  in  Golden- 
Square. 

In  this  fituation  were  affairs,  when  a  very 
rnal-a-propos  accident  obliged  him  to  go  into 
the  neighbourhood  of  Mr.  Williams,  to 
whom  he  wrote  that  he  would  pafs  a  few 
weeks  with  him.  He  found,  fome  days  after 
his  arrival,  th.it  Mr.  Vv'illiams  had  made  a 
parry  to  his  hunting  lodge,  which  he  put  off 
until  Mr.  Temple  had  finally  concluded  the 
bufmefs  which  brought  him  down  :  and  cer- 
tain  arrangements,  which  he  found  made  for 
the  Lodge,  fuited  him  fo  much,  that  he 
agreed  to  accompany  his  friend  Williams 
there. 

On  their  journey  thither,  he,  by  the  ac- 
cident of  the  carriage  breaking  down,  as 
already  related,  was  introduced  at  W^altham 
Caftle,    and    there    was    fafcinated    by  the 

charms  of  Mademoifclle  M .  He  returned 

fo 
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fo  much  fooncr  than  he  intended,  that  he 
thought  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  perfuade 
Lady  Mary  it  was  his  impatience  to  fee  her 
that  drove  him  again  to  town,  from  the  mod 
pleafant  party  he  had  ever  been  at :  that  he 
was  Co  miferable  from  her  prefence,  that  no- 
thing could  make  up  to  him  the  want  of  her 
fociety.  He  mentioned  the  accident  that 
obhged  them  to  go  to  the  feat  of  Mr.  Beau- 
mont, and  exerted  all  his  powers  of  fadre  to 
throw  every  individual  of  that  circle  into 
the  higheft  ridicule,  and  particularly  the 
perfon  who  had  engaged  his  ateeiition  molt : 

poor  Mademoifcrlle  M came  under  the 

fevered  lafh  of  his  feverity  in  the  prefence 
of  Lady  Mary.  By  this  means  he  brought 
her  to  fpeak  freely  of  the  v.'hole  family  : — (he 
defcribed,  in  the  moil  ludicrous  manner,  the 
charadler  cf  Lady  Middleton  ;  her  virtues, 
her  learning,  her  beauty,  were  all  propor- 
tionably  fatirizrd. 

"  What  oftentation,"  faid  (he,  "  are  her 

charities!     I    never    walked    at  Ankerwick 

D  4  Caitle, 
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Caftle,  that  I  could  perfuade  myfelf  I  was 
not  in  the  environs  of  Greenwich  or  Cheliea 
Hofpitals :  at  every  flep  you  meet  fonie 
3Tiiferabie  old  wretch,  bowed  down  by  age 
and  infirmity,  that  throws  you  into  the 
horrors  :  then  perhaps  a  hundred  yards  far- 
ther on,  your  fenfes  arc  flunned  by  the  noife 
of  numerous  herds  of  charity  boys  playing 
for  their  amufement :  then  in  your  drives 
and  rides,  at  every  ten  paces  you  meet  feme 
magnificent  edifice,  with  infcriptions  time 
has  almoft  defaced,  and  which,  from  curio- 
fity,  or  a  want  of  lomething  elfe  to  do,  you 
flrain  your  eyes  out  to  pick  up  a  w^ord  here 
and  there i  and  after  all  your  exertions, 
AnnoDom. — and  John,  Earl  of  Middleton — 
and  William,  tenth  Earl  of  Middleton,  is  all 
you  can  make  out.  I  have  often  wifhed 
that  this  proud  family,  that  thus  engages 
the  wondering  world  by  all  this  pompous 
humanity,  had,  for  the  convenience  of  all 
viiiters  to  their  grand  palace,  like  mylelt,  fet 
their  minds  and  eyes  at  once^at  reft,  by  col- 
leding  together  all  their  buildings  into  a 

ftreet. 
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flreet,  and  putting  up  a  board  on  each,  of 
royal  purple  ground,  and  large  gold  letters, 
fuch   as    haberdaQiers,   milliners,    &c.    &c. 
nnake  ufe   of.      This  is   the   very  firft  im- 
prove iP-^nt  I    Qiould   recommend;     for,   in 
truth,   immediately  on   my  leaving  Anker- 
wick  Caftle,  T  am  obliged  always  to  fend  to 
the  old  houfekeeper  at  the  Abbey  for  fome 
healing  eye-Vvater,  my   optic    nerves  fuffer 
fo  much  daring  my  ilay  there  ;  and   had  I 
made  frequent   and   long   vifits,   I  am  con- 
vinced I  fhould  have  been  totally  blind  ;-r- 
for  in  my  own  defence,   I  have  been  forced 
to  live  much  out   of  doors ;  for  what  with 
that  old   cat,   Mrs.  Markham,  Parfon  Sel- 
win,  and  iiis  hideous  wife.  Lord  Lovefdale 
tuning  his  pipe  to    Msnaiian   (trains,  and 
Mr.  Henry,  the  charity  boy,  with  his  wife 
maxims,  I  have  fled  as  if  from  a  prifon,  in 
pure  pity  to  my  fenfes,  and  i-ave  courted  the 
melodious  groves  and  flarry  heavens,  rather 
than  fufFer  annihilation  from  the  eternal  din 
ol  mulic,  and  topics  religious  and  elegiac.** 

D  5  **  Who 
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"  Who  is  Mr.  Henry,  the  charity  boy, 
that  annoys  you  fb  much  with  his  wif- 
dom  ?"  afked  Mrs.  Marchmont. 

**  Why  really,  my  dear,"  faid  Lady  Mary, 
*•  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  him  ;  and 
what  is  much  more  extraordinary,  his  kind 
patronefs,  Gertrude,  Countefs  of  Middle- 
ton,  is  in  equal  ignorance.  She  feledled  him 
out  of  all  the  other  charit}!  boys,  for  reafons,  I 
fuppofe,  befh  known  to  herfelf.  He  is  now, 
in  the  eyes  of  many,  an  extremely  handfome 
young  man,  and  that  fentimental  puppy, 
Beaumont,  ftill  fuffers  him  to  remain  in  his 
houfe  ;  but,  e^iire  nous^  I  am  convinced  the 
Marquis  of  Loveidale  is  at  prelent  the 
reigning  favourite  of  her  immaculate  Lady- 
lliip  ;  they  2iXQ  friends,''  flie  proceeded,  with 
a  loud  laugh,  in  which  the  auditors  mofk 
heartily  joined. 

It  is  an  old  maxim,  and  we  are  inclined  to 
believe  a  very  jull  one,  that  women  of  a 
certain  defcription  wifh  to  bring  all  others 
to    their    own    level.      Mrs.    Marchmont 

caught 
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caught  at  the  idea  with  avidity  ;  for  (lie  had 
already,  for  whan  reafon  we  do  not  prcfume 
toguefs,  taken  a  mod  invincible  diflike  not 
only  to  Lady  Middleton,  but  to  every  in- 
dividual under  her  roof  that  flie  had  already 
Jieard  mentioned  ;  and  fuch  was  the  vio- 
lent and  unconquerable  hatred  that  in  a 
moment  fpread  itfclf  through  her  imagina- 
tion, tb.at  oaks  would  fooner  bear  thj  downy 
peach,  eagles  bring  forth  doves,  of  tigreiles 
the  bleating  laiiib,  than  Mrs.  Marchaiont 
be  reconciled  to  any  of  the  Houfe  of  Mid- 
dleton. 

There  is  notliing  more  pretended  to  than 
reafon,  yet  nothing  in  which  people  ot  every 
rank  and  age  are  iefs  agreed  in.  The  tem- 
per, inclination,  and  circumftance  cauie  fo 
great  an  uncertainty,  that  the  old  realun  not 
as  the  young,  the  happy  not  as  the  un- 
happy, the  virtuous  not  a-,  the  vicious,  thougli 
the  point  to  be  realoned  on  is  the  lame,  and 
all  n:iay  perlujjs  poficfs  an  equal  Ihare  of 
undcrltanding  and  reafoning  powers.  It  ib 
D  6  happened 
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happened  with  the  trio  in  Golden-Square. 
Here  was  one  point  to  reafon  on  ;  yet  each 
differed  from  the  other,  each  a6led  from 
fiich  reafoning,  and  each  found  themfelves 
•wrong  in  the  end. 

Temple  did  not,  in  Lady  Mary's  account^ 
get  the  lead  information  of  Mademoiielle 

M 3  and    he  feared   to  particularize 

her  y  for  his  fchemes  were  deep,  and  Lady 
Mary  the  laft  perfon  to  be  allowed  to  per- 
ceive them.  He  had  recourfe,  however,  to 
his  old  confidante  and  trufly  friend.  Airs. 
Marchmont,  vvhofe  ideas  on  the  bufinefs 
were  very  foreign  to  thofe  Temple  vvilhed 
them  to  be.  She,  however,  diircmbled  ; — 
fhe  fmcerely  wiflied  the  friend  of  Lady 
Middieton  to  be  difgraced  and  abufed,  but 
fhe  did  not  wifli  Temple  to  be  the  man  by 
whom  it  w^as  to  be  brought  about.  She  had 
other  fchemes  on  him,  in  which  Lady  Mary 
was  her  object.  Lady  Ann  Berkley's  woman 
correfponded  with  Lady  -Mary's  ;  and,  as 
weddings  are  fine    topics  for   the   pens  of 

Abigails 
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Abigails  in  general,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed 
natural  that  it  engaged  their's,  and  that  all 
the  little  incidents  that  happened  at  the 
Abbey  were  faithfully  retailed  through  that 
channel  to  Lady  Mary.  Hence  we  mud 
attribute  the  newfpapcr  account  of  the 
ikating  party  at  the  Abbey  of  Devon,  and 
its  confequences,  with  many  others  of  the 
fame  nature  in  en^bi  yo. 

The  newfpapers  had  row  announced  to 
the  world  the  arrival  of  the  wedding  party 
at  Mr.  Beaumont's  fuperb  houle  in  Picca- 
dilly ',  and  the  town  was  in  high  expediation 
of  feeing  in  Lady  Middleton  the  mirror  in 
wliich  all  excellence,  beauty,  and  elegance 
were  refledled.  About  half  after  two 
o'clock,  on  the  joth  of  January,  Mr.  Beau- 
mont and  Lady  Middleton,  in  apofl-chaife 
and  fix  fmoking  bays,  drove  through  Pic- 
cadilly, followed  by  a  coach  and  fix,  with 
Lady  Matilda,  Mrs.   Markham,   and  Ma- 

demoifelle  M ;    another  with   Lord 

and  Lady   Sandford,    and  Lord   LovcfJale 
5  and 
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and  Mr.  Henry  in  the  Marquis's  travelling 
chaife. 


This  cavalcade,  as  v/as  natural,  engaged 
all  eyes,  and  numerous  crowds  of  fpedlacors 
flocked  to  fee  them  alight.  They  had  tra- 
velled by  eafy  (lages,  and  every  face  was 
cheerful,  fave  only  Lord  Loveidale's ;  the 
traces  of  afHiclion  were  too  dee;.'ly  marked 
to  efcape  the  obferviuion  of  the  moft  in- 
attentive. 

The  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Somerton, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Selby,  who  were  then  oa 
a  vKit  to  Somerton  Houle,  were  previoufly 
engaged  to  dine  the  day  of  their  arrival  in 
Piccadilly  ;  and  that  night  the  unfortunate 
Marquis  was  to  quit,  perhaps  for  ever,  the 
roof  that  covered  the  idol  he  worlhipped. — 
The  next  day,  however,  the  whole  party 
were  to  dine  at  the  Duke's,  and  this  in  feme 
meafurc  kept  up  his  fpitits.  He  bufied 
himfelf  with  his  friend  Henry,  and  was  fo 
fortunate  as  to  have  a  fair  profped  of  getting 

a  com- 
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a  commifTion  in  the  regiment  he  wifhed  ;  but 
all  was  kept  a  profound  fecret,  left  his 
family,  who  were  now  in  the  highefl:  fpirits, 
at  the  fure  profpecl  of  Lady  Matilda's  mak- 
ing an  eftablilhment  extremely  to  their 
W'ilh,  fhouid,  fjoner  than  was  neCLlury, 
have  caule  for  forrow.  The  Duke  and 
Duchefs  were  the  fondcfl  parents,  and  in 
their  two  children  had  every  blcffmg  that 
children  can  brliiG;. 


VO' 


Mr.  Beaumont,  the  day  afcer  his  arrival, 
f.refented  Henry  with  a  like  fum  to  that 
Lady  Middleton  had  fettled  on  him — hx 
thoufand  pounds ;  and  ordered  every  thing 
neceflary  for  his  convenience  on  his  voyage 
and  arrival  in  India  that  v.ould  be  fit 
for  his  ov;n  ion.  Lady  Middleton,  the 
fame  day,  intended  for  his  acceptance  five 
hundred  pounds,  as  a  f  nail  tribute  of  a.- 
knowledgment  for  the  fatisfaction  his  con- 
dud  gave  her. 

"  Yowr 
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''   Your   own    excellent   undeifcanding," 


faid  (lie  J  *'  your  prudence  and  forcfight, 
and,  let  me  add,  your  virtue,  leave  nothing 
for  me  to  fpeak  to  in  my  wifhes  for  your 
future  conduct  j  therefore  I  have  only  to 
add,"  as  The  gave  him  the  above  fum  in  bank, 
notes,  '^  that  you  v\^iii  confide)"  us  as  your 
fincere  friends,  and  that,  for  our  fakes,  you 
will  be  cr.refui  of  your  life  and  heakh." 

Mr.  Henry's  foul  was  too  big  for  utter- 
ance ;  lie  bowed  h:s  head  on  the  hand  of 
his  noble  and  beloved  benefaclrei's,  and,  as 
ufual,  fiv^d  from  her,  to  hide  the  manly 
fenfibil?ty  that  tre.;ibled  in  big  drops  on 
either  eye»  He  had  the  h:ippy  and  pecuhar 
taleut  ot  (hewing  his  gratitude  -,  he  put  a 
due  value  upon  every  favour,  aiid  managed 
that  nice  didinction  between  thanks  and 
fervihty  with  fuch  admirable  difcrimmation, 
as  plainly  proved  it  flowed  fpontaneoufly 
from  the  heart.  His  animated  expreflions,  his 
found  {'^nky  his  manly  beauty,  noble  de- 
portment. 
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portment,  and  elegance  of  manner  gained 
him  from  the  world  univerfal  admiration. 

The    menral    improvements  of    Made- 

moifelle  M gave  Ladv  Middleton 

real  pleafure  ;  and  Qie  determined,  during 
her  flay  in  London,  Ciiz  Ihould  reap  all  the 
benefit  podible  from  her  refidence  there. — 
For  this  pur[  ofe  folely  flie  fent  for  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Selwin,  and  devoted  an  equipage,  at- 
tendants, and  a  particular  apartment  for 
their  ufe,  that,  by  going  about  with  fuch 
inflrudlors,  fhe  ihould  fee  every  thing, 
know  its  ufe,  and  glean  information  from 
all  around  her.  Here,  in  the  fent  of  fcience, 
with  companions  adequate  to  teach,  and 
fond  of  explaining,  her  mind  was  kept  alive 
to  improvement.  She  was  entertained  and 
inflructed  without  being  fatigued  ;  and  the 
progrefs  flie  made  fhe  wed  not  only  her  own 
great  abihties,  but  the  learning  and  powers 
of  thoie  who  directed  and  guided  her  lite- 
rary purfuits.  Lady  Middleton's  opinion 
coincided  with   Mr.   Addifon,    who  fays — 

''It 
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"  It  is  of  the  lad  importance  to  feafon 
the  pafTions  of  a  child  wiih  devotion,  which 
feldom  dies  in  a  mind  that  has  received  an 
early  tinclure  of  it  ;  though  it  may  feem 
extinguiihed  for  a  while  by  the  cares  of  the 
'V^orid,  the  heats  of  youth,  or  the  allure- 
ments of  vice,  it  generally  breaks  out,  and 
difcovers  itfelf  again  as  foon  as  difcretion, 
confideration,  age,  or  misfortunes  have 
brought  the  man  to  himfelf.  The  fire  may 
be  covered  and  overlaid,  but  cannot  be  en- 
tirely quenched  and  fmothered." 

She  therefore  had  her  inftrudted  by  Mr. 
Selwin  in  facred  writings  as  well  as  profane, 
and  was  as  carefully  attended  to  in  point  of 
religion  as  Mr.  Henry  had  been  :  (lie 
marked  out,  in  confutation  with  Mr. 
Selwin,  her  widies  for  her  young  friend, 
and  a  regular  courfe  was  purfued  for  her  in- 
formation and  indrudlion. 

Lady  Sandford,  whofe  mind  was  prolific 
of  all  good,  requefted  to  be  admitted  of  the 

party. 
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party,  as  intelle6lual  acquirements  were  her 
chief  delight ;  and  Mr.  Henry,  when  he 
could,  alfo  attended.  Every  happinefs 
feemed  in  (lore  for  Lady  Sandford  ;  for  her 
perfe(£lions  taught  her  Lord  his  duty,  her 
mild  virtues  won  hi:*  wliob  love  j  ne,v  force 
was  given  to  his  former  pafiion ;  fhe  was 
more  interefting,  more  pleafing,  more  charm- 
ing, though  perhaps  lefs  handfome  ;  and 
his  heart  yielded  to,  we  almofl  lay,  a  firfl: 
love.  He  went  to  Lady  Ma-y,  by  whom 
he  was  repulied  with  fcorn  and  dtrifion. — 
She  called  hi  n  names  too  fcurrilous  to  re- 
peat ;  he  tried  to  footh  her,  but  in  v-iin. — 
The  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Devon,  Lord 
Seal,  and  Lady  Ann  were  all  feverally  re- 
jected, and  fhe  enjoyed  the  company  of  her 
Temple  and  her  Mrs.  Marchmont,  and 
fpurned  from  her  all  her  real  friends ;  yet 
Hill,  with  all  that  virtue  that  belonged  to 
them,  they  tried  to  keep  her  up  m  the 
world's  eye,  and  even  took  notice  of  Mrs. 
Marchmont  to  give  Lady  Mary  fome  re^ 
fpectability.      This,  though  it  gave  Mrs. 

Marchmont 
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Marchmont  the  highefl  gratification  to  be 
taken  by  the  hand  by  perfons  of  fuch  high 
rank  and  characler,  did  not  fave  them  from 
the  full  lafh  of  her  fatire,  in  which  Lady 
Mary  and  Temple  never  failed  to  join.— 
The  age  of  the  Duke  and  Dacbefs  of  Devon, 
the  plainnefi  of  Lady  Ann  B.^kley,  the 
flatelinefs  of  the  affeded  proud  Lady  Mld- 
dleton,  the  dove  eyed  Marquis  of  Lovcf- 
dale,  the  foolifn  and   infipid   Mademoifeile 

M ,  and  the  felf-iufncient  arrogance 

of  the  charity-boy,  were  i^o  many  objeds  of 
ridicule  and  fcandal,  that  their  time  was 
generally  fpent  in  mJrth  and  laughter,  at 
the  expence  of  characters  tliat  each  in  their 
fouls  envied.  All  the  acknov\ledged  digiiity 
of  inborn  fentiaient,  princely  extra.jtion, 
high  rank,  and  fplendid  fortune  of  the 
Houfe  of  IViidd.eton  could  not  awe  this 
invidious  trio  ;  and  each  iuwardiy  vowed  to 
deft.oy,  as  tai  as  as  in  tneir  povver,  thedo- 
mefric  ha>  j  mk  s  o*  ine  charming  Gertrude, 
and  bring  oclium  on  all  her  favourites. 

The 
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The  young  Frederic,  Captain  March - 
mont's  foil,  t^^ough  whether  he  was  his  Ton 
is  bed  known  to  Mrs.  Marchmont,  for, 
from  the  exacl  time  of  hiS  birth,  we  are  in- 
chned  to  think  he  more  properly  belonged 
to  Mr.  Tcmj)i.\  as  it  was  full  eleven  months 
after  Captain  Marchniont's  departure  for 
Ireland  that  Mrs.  Norton  had  the  good 
fortune  to  inform  Mrs.  Marchmont  her  new- 
born infai^.t  '.».as  a  fine  boy.  However,  be 
this  a:  it  may,  the  fine  bov  was  called  Fre- 
deric, ar.d  ooor  Captain  Marchmont  thought 
himfelf  a  fiiiier  t.vo  full  months  prior  to 
his  Lady's  becomin^^  a  mother;  but  to  fo 
excellent  a  man.iger  as  Mrs  Marchmont, 
difficulties  fuch  as  thefe  v/ere  things  of  no 
avail ; — appearances  were  all  on  her  fiJe  -,  and 
Mr.  Temple  had  the  latisfaclion  of  reflecting 
that  his  Illegitimate  fon,  •  y  the  infamous 
Mrs.  Marchmont,  was,  by  their  united 
abilities,  the  acknowledged  Earl  of  Bjlmore, 
with  a  fortune  of  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum. 

Temple 
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Temple  fecretly  took  under  his  care  both 
the  boy  and  as  much  onils  fortune  as  Mrs. 
Marchmont  allowed,  fhe  keeping  up  every 
appearance  to  Lady  Belmore,  and  was  really 
highly  efteemed  by  that  worthy  woman;  the 
young  Lord  paying  him  every  refped;  and 
attention,  as  he  was  directed  to  do.  Self- 
'love  and  grofs  pafhons  engroffed  fo  much 
of  Mrs.  Marchmont,  that  there  was 
hardly  room  for  natural  afFcdion  for  a 
child,  though  that  child  belonged  to  her 
favourite  lover.  He  was  before  his  birth  an 
unwelcome  expectancy,  and  after  he  was 
born,  both  a  trouble  and  expence.  It  was 
necelTary,  immediately  on  the  death  of  Cap- 
tain MarchmiOnt,  his  fuppofed  father,  to 
treat  him  with  an  uncommon  degree  of  ten- 
dernefs  and  fufs  ;  his  deep  mourning,  and 
that  of  his  rraid,  was  critically  proper  for  a 
father.  Slie  would  prcfs  the  image  of  her 
dear  loft  hufband  to  her  breaft,  and  weep 
over  him  at  a  time  (he  knew  the  was  ob- 
ferved  ;  but  tl:iat  univerfal  healer  of  forrows, 
the  never- failing  fccther  of  anguiih.  Time, 

meliorated 
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meliorated  her  grief.  Ti^e  ;on  of  her  lamented 
love  was  fent  to  fchoo!,  and  left  there  with- 
out that  care  or  attention  that  tender  mo- 
thers generally  pay  to  their  beloved  off- 
fpring ;  but  from  the  moment  he  was  the 
Belmore  heir,  things  changed  :  he  then  be- 
came once  more  tl^e  fun  in  which  all  her 
happinefs  rofe  and  fet  ;  fhQ  could  not  live  a 
moment  out  of  his  prefence  ;  he  was  imme- 
diately brought  up  to  London,  and  put  to 
Weilminfter  School,  where  his  doting  mo- 
ther vifited  him  regular' y  every  day,  and 
where  he  was  indulged  by  her  in  every  thing 
he  could  wifh  or  afli  for.  Her  fole  and 
anxious  thoughts  were  to  make  her.elf  as 
neceilary  and  agreeable  to  him  as  (he  pof- 
fibly  could  :  not  that  we  would  wifh  to 
infinuate  thut  this  worthy  w^man  had  any 
motive  for  this  conduct  but  natural  atfec- 
tion  ;  but  (he  had  the  happy  art  of  accom- 
plithing  every  fcheme  (lie  widicd,  and  never 
fuccccded  better  than  in  the  prefent. 

Her 
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Her  foQ  was,  froiii  inclination,  wholly 
governed  by  her,  and  thought  her  the  mod 
pleafant  woman  in  the  world.  He  confidered 
himfelf  the  happieft  boy  of  his  acquaintance ; 
and  having  no  great  abilities,  his  health  be- 
came the  great  care  of  his  mammae  fo  that, 
inftead  of  poring  over  mufty  books  from 
morning  till  night,  like  other  fchool-boys, 
the  young  Lord  Belmore  was  driving  to 
Richmond,  riding  in  Hyde-Park  ;  and  as 
amufement  to  the  mind  is  as  exercife  to  the 
body,  he  was  taken  to  plays  and  home  routs, 
but  always  put  to  bed  by  eleven  o'clock. 

In  fhort,  fo  much  attached  to  her  charm- 
ingTon  was  (lie,  that  her  example  was  con- 
fidered the  pattern  for  all  fond  mothers. — If 
any  unpleafant  occurrence,  fuch  as  a  quarrel 
with  a  lover,  the  rife  or  fall  of  flocks  con- 
trary to  her  wifh,  or  any  fuch  melancholy 
cataflrophe  happened  to  lead  her  thoughts 
off  from  her  daily  care  of  his  health,  the  idea 
of  any  accident  which  might  affect  his  pre- 
cious life,  quickly  brought  her  back  to  the 

tender 
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tender  duties  of  a  parent,  wifely  confidering 
that  it  would  not  only  rob  her  of  all  the; 
advantages  of  his  rank  and  fortune,  but  that 
flie  muft  account  to  the  next  heir  for  the 
money  expended,  and  alfo  all  dilapidations 
during  his  minority ;  and  that  the  wealth 
which  (lie  was  now  accumulating  to  fill  her 
owncoifers,muflbe  refunded".  x\lfo  the  being 
mother  to  the  Earl  of  Belmore  was  a  feather, 
and  particularly  to  a  woman  iituatcd  as  (lie 
was,  that  Ihe  would,  with  the  utmcnt  re- 
luvflance,  give  up  :  for  though  there  are 
many  things  we  muft  find  fault  with  in  this 
lady's  difpoiition  and  principles,  yet  never* 
ihelefs  wc  cannot  help  admiring  a  :riind  fo 
produclivx  of  good  to  il/e//. 


VOL.    III.  E  CHi 


^  T^ 
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CHAP..    IV 


HEN'  Lady   Middleton   and  her  two 
friends.   Lady  Sandford   znd    Madcmoifelle 

M J   were  prefentcd   by  the  Duchefs 

of  Devon  at  Court  previous  to  thi^  birth- 
day, Vv'hich  was  the  ftrfc  time  they  appeared 
in  public,  it  is  almofl:  impoflible  to  give  a 
juft  idea  of  the  admiration  of  the  town. — 
In  the  beginnino;  of  this  work,  when  we  firfl 
introduced  the  lovely  Gertrude  to  our 
readers,  v;e  obferved  her  great  height  of 
ftatureand  dignity  of  carriage,  and  in  ano- 
ther place  fpoke  of  her  hkcncfs  to  I'vlaria 
Antoinette  of  France.  Whether  this  like- 
nefs-flruck  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  or 
whether  Lady  Ivliddleton  was  the  mofl:  tran- 

fccndent 
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fcendent  beauty  that  had  for  ages  been  feeri 
there,  it  is  not  for  us  to  determine  ;  but  the 
uncommon  plaudits  that  broke  from  every 
tongue  more  forcibly  fpoke  the  ideas  raifed 
by  her  appearance,  than  the  nioR  maiterly 
pen  can  defcribe. 

The  birth-i:jight  was  crowded  beyond  what 
was  ever  before  known.  The  public  curi- 
ofity  and  wonder  were  raifed  ;  thofc  who  had 
feer?*,  wiQied  to  fee  agai::  -,  thofe  wiio  had 
not  feen,  went  to  (zz  ;  and  fuch  was  the 
crowd,  that  accon:modaticn  could  hardly 
be  found  in  apartments  ail  n^iuft  al'ow  are 
fo  incoirjparably  fuited  to  a  brilliant  Courr. 

The  fymmetry  and  miaKdic  foi'm  of  this 
divine  Vv'oman  peculiarly  fitted  her  for  a 
Court  drcfs ;  for  tliofe  who  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  feeing  her,  and  confidenng  her  as 
the  m.oft  beaLitiful  woman  of  the  age,  ac- 
knowledged they, never  bch.ld  her  to  fo 
much  advanta2;e  before. 

E  2  '*  ^^"ppy 
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*^  Happy  Beaumont !"  was  the  unlvcrfai 
^xclamationj  and  for  once  the  general  opi- 
■nion  was  right  ;  for  Beaumont  was  incieeJ 
happy  :  he  had  every  thing  to  make  hi;n 
fo,  and  a  difpoHtion  to  be  fenfible  of  it. — 
He  was  himfelf  high  in  the  world's  opinion, 
and  very  much  admired  for  his  manl7 
beauty  and  grace.  His  wit  Vvas  ready,  his 
fenfe  fohd,  iiis  manner  fubduing  ;  yet  flill 
Lady  Middleton  rtflecled  honour  on  hiim, 
while  her  choice  reflccled   aho  the   hi^^^e^I 


It  will  not  be  thought  out  of  place  to  fay 
a  few  words  of  Mr.  Henry,  who  was  pre- 
fented  by  the  Duke  of  Devon.  Majedy, 
ever  quick  at  difcerning  merit,  was  flruck 
with  this  voung  man,  wiio  was  mod:  gra- 
clouflv  received,  and  rcofl  flatteringly  no- 
ticed ^  and  this  circumdance  feemed  to 
give  more  real  fatisfaclion  to  Lady  Middle- 
ton  tiian  the  gaze  oi  the  multitude  on  her- 
feif.  Not  that  we  wiih  to  infinuate  that 
ihe  received  no  [deafure  fiom  fuch  univerfal 

admiration ; 
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admiration  J  a  woman,  without  fome  de- 
gree of  vanity,  we  confider  an  unnatural 
cbara(fler :  but  in  her's  there  was  nothing 
out  of  nature. 

It    was   unfortunate  for  Lady  Sandford 

and  MademoifeUe  M ,  that  they  were 

not  firfl  fc^n  without  fuch  a  blazing  ftar  as 
Lady  Middleton.  They  were,  however, 
particularized  in  a  very  marked  manner, 
and  by  two  certain  people  more  admired. — 
Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Temple  both  were 
unwearied  to  gain  their  notice,  but  v/ithout 
eire(5t ;  and  Temple,  for  once,  found  him- 
felf  in  love  with  a  woman  who  f;:emed  to 
take  no  notice  of  him.  Williams  was 
as  unfuccefsful  with  Lady  Sandford ,  and 
both  thefe  worthys  v/crc  obliged  to  con- 
tent themfelves  with  hopes  of  future  good, 
and  very  great  prelent  mortification  and 
difappointm.ent.    . 

Williams   had   every  thing  prepared  to 

aflonidi  by  his  galas  J  and  his  filter,  as  we 

E  3  have 
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have  before  mentioned,  was  every  way  fulted 
to  give  them  force.  He  had  given  one  ball 
prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  perfon  for  whom 
all  hisexpence  was  intended,  which  he  con- 
trived fliould  find  its  way  into  the  daily 
prints,  to  take  off  any  miftruft  fro.n  thofe 
confcieiice  warned  him  might  be  fafpicious. 
But  he  might  have  favcd  himfelf  the  trouble; 
for  Mr.  Williams  and  his  arrano^emencs 
could  have  very  little  effedl  on  any  meniber 
of  the  Middletoli  party. 

Mr.  Williams  waited  on  Mr.  Beaumont ; 
the  vifit  was  returned  according  to  the  rules 
of  etiquette;  a  grand ///^  was  announced, 
but  unfortunately  Lady  Middle  ton,  Sec. 
&c.  fent  an  apology.  Bufy  diffipation  was 
not  the  ruling;  idea  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Beaumont,  and  the  days  fpent  in  Piccadilly 
were  thought  infinitely  more  pleafant  than 
thofe  palled  elfewhere  ;  the  Somerton  fa- 
mily, arid  a  chofcn  few,  making  up  all  they 
feaned  to  wilh. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Siddons  took  them  once  a  week  to 
the  Theatre,  and  Lady  Middleton  had  en- 
gaged    herfelf  to  Mademoifclle  M 

that  fhe  fliould  go  to  a  mafquerade,  which 
that  charming  girl  longed  to  fee  ;  and  the 
Duchefs  of  Somerron  promifed  (he  (hould 
foon  be  gratified  by  one  at  Soaierton  Houfe, 
a  public  mafquerade  not  being  concordant 
to  the  ideas  of  Mr.  Beaumont  or  Lady  Mid- 
dleton ; — and  Lord  Lovefdale  wifned  her 
Grace  to  be  expeditious,  as  he  dreaded  the 
knowledge  of  his  India  fcheme  would  to- 
tally unfit  them  for  amufement,  and  though 
he  wifhed  to  put  off  to  the  lafl:  moment  thii 
difagreeabic  inform.ation,  it  muft  foon  be 
made:  he  therefore  urged  the  mafquerade,  in 

pity,  as  he  fud,  to  Mademoifelle  M 's 

impatience. 

Temple  found  no  opportunity  of  ever 

fpeaking  to   Mademoifelle  M ,  and 

even  very  feldom  faw  her.      Thefe  difficul- 
ties added  a  double  portion  to  his  love  and 
determination  that  nothing  (liould  prevent 
E  4  him 
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him  gaining  his  ends.  He  had  no  chance  of 
meeting  her,  except  at  the  Theatre,  where 
fhe  was  attended  by  men  who  kept  him  in 
awe.  All  the  mornings  (he  was  engaged 
with  Mr.  Sekvin  ;  and  Temple  vifited  no  pri- 
vate houfe  that  Lady  Middleton  was  to  be 
met  at. 

Williams  was  exaccly  in  the  fame  predi- 
cament ;  for  nothing  feemed  likely  to  in- 
duce them  to  accept  of  any  of  his  enter- 
tainments. In  the  meantime,  Lady  Mary 
Berkley,  who  frequented  every  public  amufe- 
ment,  was  become  the  favourite  of  a  certain 
fet,  and  followed  and  admired  by  that  de- 
fcription  of  men  whofe  opinion  is  confidered 
as  decifive  in  the  wodd  of  fadiion.  Beloved 
as  (lie  thought  herfelf  by  Temple,  adored 
by  feveral  beaux,  entertained  by  Mrs. 
Marchmont,  and  morning,  noon,  and  night 
in  com.pany,  fhe  confidered  herfelf  the  hap- 
piefi  of  all  human  brings  ;  fhe  had  nothing 
to  torment   her    but  hearing    from  every 

tongue 
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tongue  the  praifes  of  thofe    ftiB  long   lad 
dttefted. 


It  is  not  In  direo:  queftion  and  anfvvervve 
difcover  the  lover;  it  is  in  the  thoufand 
little  efcapes  the  tongue  unwittingly  reveals 
from  the  heart — it  is  fro:ii  the  animated  eye 
when  the  objecl  is  either  ieen  or  praiied — 
the  deprciTion  of  countenance  when  the 
contrary — from  impatience  when  deprived 
of  the  fociety — and  the  hapninefs.  though 
againll  our  will,  evident  uVicn  in  preicnce  of 
die  beloved  objecft — it  is  in  feeing  no  fault, 
and  by  the  look  and  geilure  betraying  a 
diilike  to  thofe  v.  ho  think  not  as  favv)urably 
as  the  Lj vcr.  AH  this  was  viiible  to  Mrs. 
Marclimont ;  fne  told  Temple  rhe  difcover}', 
and  warned  him  not  to  let  Lady  Tvlary  fee 
it.  *'  But  alas!"  faid  fhe,  '«  you  will  not 
be  able  to  hide  it ;  when  you  think  yo  jrfelf 
thele^il  embarrafled,  you  are  the  more  fo  j 
a  jealous  eye  is.  cuick," 

E  s  Templcj 
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Temple  was  but  too  confcious  he  was 
heartily  tired  of  Lady  Mary  ;  her  fondnefs 
fickened  him,  and  he  acLually  pretended 
ilhiefs,  and  (laid  away  for  five  Vvhole  days. 
The  governante  had  a  promife  of.  a  large 
reward    if    (lie    could      put    Mademoifelle 

M into  his  pofieillon.      She  fet  her 

v.'its  to  work  ;  ^but  tliere  was  no  adnrfifTioa 
for  the  governante  into  the  family  in  Pic- 
cadilly. What  was  to  be  done  ?  She  had 
ne^er  failed  her  friends  before; — -die  was 
quick  at  iavention,  yet  there  was  nored  Tfi-  ; 
for  file  had  the  character  of  all  Mr.  Bei.u- 
mont's  domeliics  from  a  friend  of  hcr's 
who  ferved  the  houfe  with  meat,  and  flie 
judi  cd  them  all  to  be  invulnerable.  Sne 
leccHededp  however,  that  ilie  had  fome 
"years  9.go  been  acquainted  with  Lady  Ma- 
tilda Summers's  woman,  and  it  ftruck  her 
thrit,  could  flie  once  get  a  footing  in  that 
houfe  Vvi  hout  their  knov\ing  where  fiie 
lived,  The  might  be  able,  by  a  (Incl:  walch 
and  ^ie;,t  induflry,  to  bring  foa:ething 
about   lo  the  advantage  o^  her  emplo}er. — 

She. 
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She  told  her  thoughts  to  Temple ;  he  was 
in  raptures.  What  deluUve  vifions  of  feb"* 
city  did  he  not  flatter  himfelf  with  !  He  put 
a  purfe  of  guineas,  by  way  of  earneft,  inta 
the  hands  of  the  governante,  and  promifed 
largely,  which  Ihe  had  reafon  to  kno.v  he 
would  perform. 

Temple  had  feen  fomething  in  Mrs. 
Marchmont  he  did  not  like  in  this  afFair  j 
he  fvvore  the  governante  to  fecrecy^  gave 
her  very  phiillble  reafons,  and  in  high 
fpirits  we/it  to  Golden-Square,  v/here  he  had 
addrefs  enough  to  fatisfy  Lady  Mary  of  his 
never-ceafrng  love,  and  determined  to  make 
no  farther  confidante  of  Mrs.  M-;rchmont. 

In  a  fe;v  days  after  this  it  was  apreed 
that  the  governante  fliould  take  an  oppor- 
tunity, when  fjme  of  the  female  fervants  at 
the  Duke  ofSomerton's  were  at  the  door^ 
to  pretend  to  fprain  her  ankle,  in  tiie  hope* 
of  obtainii>g  their  pity,  and  being  taken  into 
their  hoiife  ^  for  if  ihe  could  once  make 
£  6  good 
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good  a  vifit,  file  was  fure  of  all   the  reft. — 
Her   look  and  manner  certainly  demanded 
civility  from  all  flrangers,  and  in  due  time 
her  fcheme  fucceeded.       Her  old  acquaint- 
ance was  fpeakifjg  one  d-iy  to  a  friend  at  the 
flreet  door  :  fiie  was   perceived  by  the  go- 
vernante,  who  moft  inimitably  came  to  the 
ground,  and  moft  opp')rLunely  Iprained  her 
ankle.      She   writhed,    ad   frowned,    and 
cried  moft  bitterly.    Lady  Matilda's  woman 
ran  down   the  fteps,  and,  with  her  friend, 
came  to  her  aiTifcance.      She  recognized  her 
old    acquaintance,     and  got    fo:v.e  of   the 
Duke's  fervants  to  take  her  into  the  hall  — 
Her  ankle  was  chafed,  a  glafs  of  my  Lord 
Duke's   beft  wine   brought   to  recruit   her 
fpirits,  and  ftie  was  moft  humanely  afl^ed  to 
remain  until  the  next  day.     She  drank  tea, 
and   fupped  in  the  houfekeeper's  room  ; — 
Hie  laid  herfelf  out  to  be  a^reenble,   and  en- 
tertained them    wiih    much    that  ftie    had 
heard,  and  more  that  flie  had  imagined  i — 
in  gratitude  for  which  ftie  learned   all  ftie 
wubed  to  know- -that  there  was  to  be  a 

mafquerade 
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mafquerade  at  Somertcn  Houfe,  and  a 
great  deal  of  my  Lord  Marquis's  love  for 
Lady  Middleton,  whicli,  to  ba  fure,  the 
hcufekeeper  faid,  though  Ihc  preferred  Mr. 
Beaumont,  every  body  was  furprifed  at ; — 
for  their  young  Lord  was  reckoned  one  of  the 
handfomefl  young  men  in  London. — That 
Mr.  Beaumont  was  a  very  fine  ma,n,  no- 
body could  deny,  and  of  a  great  family 
tooj  but  then  he  V\'aS  not  fjn  to  a  Duke, 
nor  never  vvould  be  a  Dulce.  For  certaia 
Lady  Middleton  was  a  match  fof  the  grcatell 
man  in  England,  and  fhe  muil  ha/e  the 
hardefb  heart  o[  any  woman  in  the  world  if 
flic  could  fee  then*  young  Lord  fuffer  fo 
much  on  her  account,  and  not  l.'ve  him  a 
liiLiC,  uhich  Mr.  Beaumont  never  could  be 
angry  at,  Decaufe  he  was  fo  fond  of  tho  Mar- 
quis hmiieif. 

''  Tj  be  fure,"  fuid  Lady  Matilda's  v/o- 
man,  ^'  when  the  Marquis  was  cue  in  that 
fiigutiul  m.anncr  on  the  ice,  Lady  Middis,:oa 
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fuffered   as    much  as  if  it   had  been   Mr. 
Beaumont  himrdf.'* 

MademoifeUe  M was  next  en- 
quired about,  but  they  knew  no  more  of  her 
than  that  (he  was  daughter  to  a  great  Mar- 
quis in  France  ;  that  fhe  was  a  friend  of 
Lady  Middleton's  ;  that  (he  had  been  left  a- 
great  fortune  in  Yorkfnire  ;  and  that  every- 
body l(-ved  her,  (he  was  fo  fprlghtly  ai:d  fa 
generous.  Thus  did  the  fervants  of  my 
Lord  Duke  of  Sorr^erton  entertain  the  go- 
vernante,  v,'ho,  giving  the  chamber-maid 
half-a-crown,  was  conveyed  in  a  fedan-chair 
to  Golden-Squarc>  hril  giving  every  afiT:r- 
ance  that  fne  woukl  take  the  earhefi  op{>or- 
tunity  of  calliog  on  them,  aifd  once  more 
returning  them  thofe  thanks  fo  much  their 
due. 

She  immediately  retailed  to  Temple  all 
fhe  had  heard,  and  laid  down  her  Icheme 
with  fuch  method,  that  he  had  every  hops 
^f  fuccefs.       Mrs.    Marchmont   was  fadiy 

diftreifcd 
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ciiflrefied  when  fhe  favv  her  friend  limping 
into  the  room,  and  heard  of  her  lameiluible 
accident. 

"  I  have  been  very  uneafy  indeed  about 
yon,'*  faid  Mrs.  March mont ;  "  I  have  not 
flept  all  night  Why  did  )0u  not  fjnd  to 
let  me  know  where  you  were  ;  I  ihould  have 
taken  a  furgeon  witl)  me,  and  every  diing 
neceilary  f  r  your  leg  ;  you  mvifl:  lie  on  the 
couch,  and  fend  for  I/ir.  Phillips." 

She  went  to  the  bell,  and  rung  Cc;  z  !er- 

vant,  th:.t  M;.  Phillips,  che  iuKgeon,  Iriould 

be  immediately   fent   fcr   to    look    at    tho 

governant^'s  ar.kle.       Mrs.     Marchmont's 

tender  regarus  no  doubt  fi'led   the   heart  of 

her  friend  with  the  fnicerefi;  -jratituJe  :  (he 

*^ 

bleiTed  berftlf,  and  iTiurned  thanks  with 
uplifted  hands  and  eyes. 

*'  Surely,"  fiid  fiie,  ''  Heaven  hcs  eivcn 

me  the  kindeft,  the  bed  bencfacl/jis  m  the 

6  V  odd. 
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world,  to  be  thus  uneafy  at  fo  flight  an  ac- 
cident !" 

"  A  fiddle  with  your  prayers  and  norr- 
fenfe  !'*  faid  Mrs.  Marchmont ;  ''  I  infift  on 
your  having  advice  inftantly." 

This  was  exactly  what  the  governante  did 
rot  chufe  ;  for  though  (lie  had,  previous  to 
her  fall,  rubbed  her  ankle  with  a  certain 
liquid,  which  caufed  it  to  look  extremely 
red,  and  this  had  raifed  the  pity  of  half  the 
domeftics  of  my  Lord  Duke,  fhe  had, 
however,  had  it  tightly  bandaged,  fj  that  it 
fliould  not  be  neceiTary  to  open  it  again 
during  her  ftay  ;  for  ihc  wifely  jud-od  that 
if  fhe  had  not  fo  cont lived,  fiie  could  not 
remain,  if  the  good -nature  oF  the  house- 
keeper or  Lady  Matilda's  woman  had,  out 
cf  pure  kind nefs,  infilled  on  her  (hewing  her 
leg,  and  haying  it  again  chafed.  Taere  being 
no  appearance  cf  fwelling  or  red  nefs  on  the 
part  (o  dreadfully  hart,  would  have  been  a 
want  not  eallly  fupplied  ; — fiie  therefore  lirft 
objefled  to  have  it  (b  tightly  bound,  but  was 

afterwards 
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afterwards  convinced  it  was  the  bed  thing  for 
it,  and  that  thofe  about  her  had  knowledge 
fufficient  in  thofe  cafes  to  recommend  it ; — 
but  though  ail  thii  paHTed  off  to  her  entire 
fatisfaclion,  (he  neverthelefs  would  by  no 
means  wifli  for  a  profcllional  man  pafiing 
his  judgment  on  it.  She  therefore  told  Mrs. 
Marchmont  that  the  accident  had  happened 
at  the  very  door  of  Mr.  Godfrey,  in  South- 
ampton-Street, and  that  luckily  he  himfelf 
faw  her  fall,  and  had  every  thing  neceflary 
done,  and  gave  her  poiiiive  diredtions  not 
to  open  it  for  tliree  days,  but  to  keep  it 
confiantlv  w^et  with  this,  taking;  out  a  bottle 
from  her  pocket,  with  a  proper  label,  and 
Godfrey's  name  on  it.  Tiiis  completelf 
fet  Mib.  Marchmont  at  rcil. 

"  But  why,'*  faid  (he,  **  did  you  not  re- 
turn ?'* 

The  governante  replied  that  her  aunt 
lived  the  next  door  to  Mr.  Godfrey's,  and 
that  flie  remained  with  her,  the  pain  being 
fo  very  violent, 

The 
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The  death  of  this  faithful  governante 
would  have  been  the  moil  dreadful  misfor- 
tune that  Mrs.  March mont  could  have  ex- 
perienced next  to  that  of  her  beloved  fon, 
the  Earl  of  Belmorc  ;  for  though  this  trufly 
friend  was  in  one  iecret,  which  was  the  ille- 
gitimacy of  this  darling  child,  llie  was  quite 
at  eafe  about  that ;  for  her  conftant  and 
uniform  kind  treatment,  and  great  libe- 
rality, made  it  herintereft  to  be  filent.  She 
belides  induced  her  fon  to  be  alfo  liberal  in 
prefents  to  her,  in  the  exped:ation  of  her 
being  attached  to  the  boy ;  but  there  wa6 
fomething  in  his  nature,  or  that  of  the  go- 
vernante, fo  uncongenial,  that  each  diuiked 
the  other,  v^hich  was  a  circumftaiice  that 
by  feme  accident  or  other  efcaped  the  ob- 
fervation  of  the  v^ily  mother.  Riches  have 
a  powerful  effed  on  fome  minds  ; — this 
woman  was  become  too  v/ealthy  for  her 
narrow  foul ;  fhe  began  to  have  fome  fccret 
longings  for  comforts  that  (lie  very  lately- 
found  out  (he  did  not  enjoy  under  the  roof 
of  the  kindeft  benefaclrefs,  and  fhe. occu- 
pied 
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pied  her  thoughts  a  good  deal  on  arrange- 
ments for  a  future  efhablifiiment,  more 
fuited  to  her  prefent  circurnftances.  There 
was,  moreover,  a  certain  confeclloner  in  the 
vicinity  of  St.  James's,  that  ihe  had  long 
had  in  her  mind's  eye ;  he  was  a  French- 
man, who,  like  herfelf,  began  upon  little, 
but,  by  good  luck,  care,  and  indufhry,  had 
amaiTed  fome  thoufands.  They  were  na- 
tives of  the  fame  town  in  France,  had  bien 
acquainted  many  years,  and  he  had  managed 
and  put  cut  her  money  with  fuch  conducl 
as  to  gain  her  entire  approbation.  He  was 
alfo  a  healthv,  flrong;,  g-ood-iookins:  man, 
about  fifty-five.  The  governante  was  older ; 
but  having  been  a  very  pretty  woman  in  her 
youth,  file  retained  flill  a  fuffi:ient  fiiare  of 
beauty  to  recommend  herfcir  itrcngly  as  a 
wife  to  the  above  confedtioner,  \\^:0  was 
perfectly  fatisfied  in  point  of  her  cliaracler  j 
for  he  had  many  years  before  made  her  fuch 
offers,  as  plainly  proved  to  him  that  tiiough 
flie,  with  much  addrefs,  helped  others  to 
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go    aflray,    fhe  neverthelefs    was   herfelf  ^ 
woman  of  virtue. 

Several  late  overtures  from  Monfieur 
Reynhault,  for  that,  was  the  confedtioner's 
name — an  offer  of  leaving  off  bufinefs,  and 
living  in  any  part  of  London  (he  mod  ap- 
proved— of  fetting  up  a  chariot,  which  he 
could  very  well  afford,  for  he  had  never 
been  married,  and  had  no  child  to  provide 
for,  with  many  other  et-ceteras^  much  to 
the  fancy  of  the  governante,  caufed  her  to 
think  ferioufly  of  accepting  his  propofals, 
and  breaking  with  her  dear  friend,  Mrs. 
Marchmont,  the  moment  fhe  had  executed 

her   plans  on  Mademoifelle   M ,    to 

enfure  her  five  hundred  pounds  from  the 
amorous  Temple  as  her  reward.  But  how 
to  bring  about  the  quitting  her  friend  was, 
the  queilion  :  (lie  dreaded  the  nullery  of 
Mrs.  Marchmont  on  her  marriage  with 
Monfieur  Reynhault ;  (he  feared  her  not 
confenting  to  it,  for  (lie  did  not  wifh  to 
quarrel  with  her  ;    fo  that,  confidering  the 

whole 


ANKEIIWICK    CASTLE.  93 

whole  of  the  bufinefs,  the  governante  was 
certainly  in  an  awkward  fituation  ;  for  ihz 
had  a  prefentiment  Vae  fhould  leave  Mrs. 
Marchmont  with  great  dilllculty.  There 
was  one  thing  that  urged  her,  in  a 
great  n-eafure,  to  it — Lady  Mary  Berk- 
ley li'/ino  in  Golden- Square ;  for,  from 
the  mon:cQt  her  Ladyfiiip  became  a  refident 
there,  the  governante  had  ferioiis  thoughts 
of  quiaiiig.  She  difliked  Lad)-  Mary,  and 
was  offended  with  Mrs.  Marchmont  for  not 
confultino;  her  upon  receiving:  her.  This, 
however,  (he  took  very  good  care  to  keep 
toherfelf;  but  it  was  the  primary  caufe  for 
leaving  Mrs.  Marchmont,  whom  llie  had 
made  up  her  mind  never  to  forgive, 

Monfie'jr  Reynhault,  when  lie  found  his 
miflrefs  at  all  inclined  to  liften  to  his  fuit, 
became  very  prefling,  and  tried  to  remove 
every  thing  that  v/as  a  bar  to  his  felicity. — 
He  laughed  at  her  delicacy  with  rcfpecl  to 
Mrs.  Marchmont,  wiiofe  friend ihip  he 
thought  might  ftill  be  preferved  3  of  courfe 
it  was  neceffary  not  to  offend. 

**  Tell 
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"  Tell  her  candidly,  Madame,"  faid  the 
Frenchman,  "  that  you  wifli  to  get  into  a 
boufe  of  your  own,  and  to  marry  a  man 
v/ho  can  fjpport  you  in  it,  and  take  care  of 
you  when  you  grow  old.  This  is  reafon, 
and  fhe  mufl:  allow  it.'* 

''  Mafoir  iliid  the  governante  ;  "  rea- 
fon  is  the  very  lafh  thing  in  the  world  you 
could  ever  get  Mrs.  Marchmont  to  attend 
to."' 

Juft;  as  they  had  arrived  to  this  part  of 
their  converration,  they  came  to  the  lliop- 
door  of  Moniieur  Reynhault.  He  begged 
her,  v/ith  the  mod  gallant  air,  to  walk  in, 
and  take  fome  refreihment.  A  Vv^aiter  of 
the  fincfl;  confectionary  was  laid  in  a  moment 
before  her  by  one  of  the  men,  and  Mon- 
iieur did  himfelf  the  fupreme  honour  of 
filling  a -glafs  of  m.ofl:  excellent  Madeira, 
which,  as  the  day  was  cold,  though  beauti- 
fully line,  flie  drank;  but,  hkc  all  the 
i^'rench,  ihe  was  very  moderate,  the  paflry 
being  more  grateful  to  her  palate  than  the 

ftrongeft 
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ftrongeft   and  richefl  wines  he  could   \::\vz 
treated  her  with. 

While  fhe  was  fluffing,  and  Monfieur 
highly  entertained  with  her  wit,  for  in  truth, 
when  ihe  pleafcd,  (lie  could  be  very  divert- 
ing, two  gentlemen  c.ime  into  the  fliop, 
both  yo .  ng,  and  one  of  them  uncommonly 
handfome. 

''  I  am  curfedly  hungry,  Rcynhault,"  fald 
the  handfonie  one;  "  let  m.e  get  fome  of 
the  bed  th/ings  you  have,  and  a  good  bottle 
of  Madeira  ;  for  upon  my  foul  we  dine 
fo  dam^ned  early  at  Oxford,  I  cannot  hold 
out  to  -LyzCe  London  hours,-  and  I  am  to 
dine  to  day,  or  rather  to-night,  at  the  old 
Duke  of  Devon's,  where  are  to  be  alfo  the 
molb  beautiful  women  in  the  world." 

*'  I  fuppofe,"  faid  the  other,  who  had  only 
jult  joined  him  as  they  entered  the  fnop, 
*«  it  is  Lady  Middleton,  Lady  Sandford, 
and  a  French  lady,  whofc  name  .1  could  not 
learn,  you  fpeak  of." 

"  Upon 
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"  Upon  my  foul,'*  replied  the  other, 
'^  I  don't  know  who  they  are,  nor  do  I 
much  care  ;  fo  fill  me  another  glafs,  my 
dear  boy  ;  the  day  is  monflrous  cold,  and 
faith  !  Reynhault,  this  wine  of  your*s  is  ex- 
cellent. Lady  Middleton  and  who  ?'*  con- 
tinued   he,    carelefsly  ;    ''    they   are    fome 

d -d  made  up  old  hags,   I  fuppofe;  for 

old  woiiien  are  now  quite  die  rage.  I  like 
young  Women  bed,"  m^aking  a  very  low 
bow  to  the  governante,  and  paying  her  a 
liandfome  compliment,  which  flie  received, 
and  returned  according  to  the  agreeable 
rules  of  e'/ery  Frenchwoman. 

Lady  Middieton's  coach  flopped  juil 
then  oppofite  the  fhop  of  Monfieur 
Reynhault. 

"  There  is  the  very  lady  I  was  fjeaking 
of,"  faid  the  gentleman ;  ''  and  now  pray. 
Sir  William,  judge  tor  yourieif." 

'^  Oh  ho!"  llud  the  young  Baronet, 
**  here  is  fomething  worth  looking  at." 

'   Ladv 
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Lady  Midd'eton's  coach  had  drawn  up 
to  take  in  Mr.  Beaumont,  who  was  v/alk- 
ing  with  three  gentlemen,  who  detained 
her  in  converfation,  fo  that  all  in  the 
(hop  had  an  opportunity  of  viewing  her. — 

The  young  men  having  finidied.  Sir  Wil- 
liam defired  it  might  be  put  down  to  his 
account ;  and  {landing  at  the  door  until  the 
coach  drove  off,  fwore  he  had  never  fcen  a 
handfome  woman  before. 

"  Pray  who  are  thefe  gentler^ien  ?"  afkcd 
the  govcrnante. 

"  They  are,"  faid  Monfieur,  "  two  very- 
different  characters :  the  oldefb  is  a  young 
n^^an  of  good  fortune,  and  what  is  even 
belter,  very  good  fenle  j  he  is  a  Member 
cf  Parlia:-nent,  and  his  country  looks  up  to 
him  as  the  protector  of  its  riji^iits,  his  flimily 
as  its  chief  ornament,  and  his  dependants  as 
their  friend  ;  his  name  is  Bentley.  The  other 
is  Sir  William  Wanflow,  Vv'ho  e  father  has 
been  dead  about  a  year,  and  his  tuocher  alfo 

VOL,  III.  F  many  -, 
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many ;  his  fortune  is  very  large,  but  not  fuffi- 
clently  fo  for  him — he  has  been  coming  to  my 
fliop  fince  he  was  nine  years  old  ;  fince  which 
time  he  has  never  been  out  of  my  debt. — 
He  has  paid  me  forty  pounds  at  a  time,  and 
then  begun  a  new  fcore  ;  and  thus  he  goes 
on  with  all  with  whom  he  deals.  He  has  a 
valet  befides  that  would  ruin  him,  if  he  had 
not  fo  great  an  inclination  to  it  himfelf; — 
an  artful  intriguing  rafcal,  who,  I  fear,  will 
hurt  his  chara6ler  as  well  as  his  fortune. — 
Sir  William  is,  as  you  have  obferved,  a  very 
handfome  young  man ;  he  is  good-natured, 
but  very  weak,  and  I  fear  will  be  the  dupe  of 
many  in  tins  great  town.  I  pity  hi.n,"  con- 
tinued Reynhault ;  "  he  has  nobody  to  take 
care  of  him,  and  he  is  not  able  of  himlelf ; 
he  has  not  even  a  domeftic  pofltrfled  oF  the 
lead  worth ;  and  v;e  fhall  hear  very  foon 
of  his  {hooting  bimfelf.' 

The  governante  began  to  laugh  at  her 
lover. — ^'  You  think  too  ferioufly,  Mon- 
fieur,"  faid  Ihe. 

-I 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  99 

*'  I  fear  not,*'  he  replied  ;  '*  he  dines  to- 
day at  the  Duke  of  Devon's ;  if  he  gets  into 
that  fet,  we  may  have  fome  hopes  of  him  ; — 
but  he  is  intimate  with  a  Mr.  Temple,  who 
will  keep  him  from  all  good,  and  lead  him 
into  all  evil.** 

His  female  auditor  took  no  notice  of  his 
cenfureon  her  friend,  Mr.  Temple;  he  was 
not,  nor  did  ihe  intend  l-e  ever  fnould  be, 
acquainted  v.Ith  all  her  fecret^  It  v/as, 
however,  agreed  upon  between  them  tliat 
Mrs.  Marchmont  fnould  immediately  .fee 
there  was  fomething  brooding  in  the  head 
of  the  governante  preparatory  to  the  dif- 
clofing  of  her  intentions. 


F  2  CHAP. 


ICO  ANKERWICK    CASTLE. 


CHAP.  V. 


oOME  days  pafTed-  on  without  affording 
any  opportunity  of  even  hinting  at  the  plan 
in  agitation,  when  at  lad  one  morning  Lady 
Mary  went  for  the  day  with  a  party  on  horfe- 
back,  and  the  governante  was  requefted  to 
attend  her  friend  in  her  dreffing-room,— 
Here  Mrs.  Marchmont  opened  a  bufinefs 
of  the  greatefh  importance,  which  the  re- 
quefted to  put  under  her  prudent  guidance 
and  condu6t  ;  but  was  coldly  rejeded,''  as 
beirg  of  too  delicate  and  dangerous  a  nature 
for  her  to  attempt. — Had  I  an  hundred 
pens,  as  many  hands,  and  the  united  energy 
of  all  langu;Tges  combined  in  one,  I  could 
not  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  rage  that 

now 
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now  aflalled  Mrs.  Marchmont ;  (he  was  for 
fome  time  deprived  of  the  power  of  utter- 
ance— (lie  could  hardly  believe  her  fenfes. 

**  Do  I  hear  aright  ?"  at  lad  (he  exclaimed. 
"  Dare  you  difpute  my  will,  my  orders  r" 
fury  flalhing  from  her  eyes,  and  every  nerve 
diftended  with  pafTion. 

The  governante,  with  all  iht  fang  f void  n\ 
the  world,  fhrugged  her  fhoulders,  and  faid 
it  was  quite  impoffible.  She  knew  Mrs. 
Marchmont  could  not  bear  oppofition  or 
controul,  and  that  this  conou'ft  would  en- 
rage her  more  than  ever.  She  alfo  knew 
her  violent  paflion  muft  get  vent,  and  there- 
fore became  a  filent  and  unmoved  fpedlator 
of  fuch  a  fcene  of  madnefs  as  beoc'^ared 
defcriprion,  in  which  iLe  v/as  commanded 
out  of  her  prefence,  and,  in  the  height  of 
her  ungovernable  fury^  never  to  fee  her 
more. 

The  governante  could  not  receive  a  more 
welcome  mandate  s  and  (lie  inllantly  quitted 

F  3  the 
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the  houfe,  leaving  a  mefTage  with  Lady 
Mary's  woman,  that  fhe  would  return  in  a 
week  to  colled  a!l  her  property,  till  which 
tiQ:e  file  took  the  liberty  of  holding  the  key 
of  her  apartment. 

When  paflion  g^ive  place  to  refie6i:ion, 
Mrs.  Marchniont  rang  her  bell ;  and  as  her 
maid  was  ill.  Lady  Mary's  anfwered. 

"  Be  Co  good  as  to  tell  Madame  to  come 
to  me,"  faid  fhe. 

The  Abigail  then  gave  the  mefTage  (he  had 
juft  received.  No  oak  in  the  flerile  month 
of  December  was  more  iaplcfs,  vnoYe  dried 
up  than  w^as  the  blood  of  Mrs.  March mont. 
She  funk  breathlefs  on  a  couch.  Her  un- 
common agitation  was  not  obferved  by 
Lady  Mary's  woman,  who,  vexed  at  being 
obliged  to  anfw^er  her  bell,  dehvered  the 
mefiage,  and  abruptly  left  the  room.  She 
was,  befides,  juft  at  that  moment  liftening 
to    the    fofteft    tale   from    a   very    higlily 

favoured 
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favoured  lover  ;    and   interruptions  in  thofe 
critical  moments  are  hardly  ever  recovered. 

Every  drop  of  blood  in  Mrs.  March- 
monr's  body  might  have  congealed  5  fenfe 
might  have  totally  fled  j  (lie  might  have 
laboured  in  a  nervous  fit ;  have  cried, 
laughed,  ftormed  5  in  Ihort,  fhe  might  have 
done  any  thing,  every  thing,  and  the  m.oil 
fatal  accident  have  happened,  without  Mrs. 
Pennington,  my  Lady  Mary's  woman,  ever 
once  tljinking  it  at  all  necefluiry  to  look  in 
upon  her  to  know  if  fne  could  be  of  any  ufc. 
The  truth  was,  Mrs.  Pennington  did  not 
much  like  Mrs.  Marchmontj  and  as  fhe  had 
her  own  Lady  what  we  call  a  little  under  her 
thumb,  there  was  an  indifference  in  her  every 
movement,  which  Lady  Mary  often  wifhed 
to  reprove  ;  but  fomething  always  occurring 
to  her  Hiind  on  thofe  occafions,  fhe  thought 
it  better,  on  the  whole,  not  to  take  notice  of 
it.  Mrs.  Pennington  therefore  had  pretty 
much  htr  own  way,  and,  wiih  a  great  deaf  of 
coolnefi),  permitted  Mrs.  Marchmont  to 
F  4  ring 
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ring  her  bell  three  fcveral  times  ere  (lie  put 
her  foot  on  the  firft  ftep  of  the  ftairs  that  led 
to  that  lady's  drefTing-room;  and  Lady 
Mary  jufl  coming  in  at  the  hall  door  as  her 
woman,  with  carelefs  eafe,  was  crofTing  it, 
fhe  flopped,  of  courfe,  to  make  way  for  her 
Lady  ;  and  when  fhe  approached — 

'*  Here/'  faid  fhe,  '^  my  Lady,  has  been 
a  fine  piece  of  work  to-dav  5  the  governante 
is  gone  off  in  a  pet,  and  Mrs.  Marchinonc,  I 
believe,  not  much  pleafcd  with  her  treat- 
ment of  To  excelleiTt  a  friend." 

"  Madame  gone  off!"  fcreamed  Lady 
Mary,  turning  as  pale  as  death. 

''  Heyday,  my  Lady  !  what  is  the  mat- 
ter ?'*  cried  Mrs.  Pennington. 

"  The  matter,"  faid  Lady  Mary,  a  little 
recovering  hcrfelf;  "  why  fhe  was  the  befl 
thing  in  the  houfe.'* 

"  Then  the  beft  thing  in  the  houfe  is 
gone,"  replied  the  Abigail. 

«*  You 
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^'  You  feem,  I  think,  to  fpeak  vvith  a 
little  too  much  freedom,"  faid  Lady  Mary. 
*'  Get  me  my  things  to  drefs." 

'^  I  am  lorry,  my  Lady,  you  do  not  like 
my  manner :  but  I  mull  take  the  li jercy  of 
telling  your  Ladylhip  I  was  not  hired  to  w:;ic 
on  more  than  one  -,  and  if  1  am  to  attend 
Mrs.  ,Marchmont,  I  will  be  no  longer  your 
woman.'* 

"  Nonfenfe  !'*  faid  Lady  Mary  5  '^  get  me 
my  things  to  drefs.*' 

'^  It  is  very  good  fenfe,"  was  the  replv  ; — 
''  and  I  hope  your  Ladylhip  will  not  oblige 
me  to  repeat  it.'* 

Lady  Mary  was  all  good  humour  and  hu- 
mility in  a  moment  j  and,  fetdng  up  a  loud 
laugh,  (he  nimbly  tripped  up  to  Mrs. 
March  mont. 

''  Upon  my  word,"  faid  Mrs.  Penning- 
ton, in  foliloquy,  '^  I  am  laughed  at  too,  am  L 
Take   care.    Lady   Mary   Berkley  !   I    may 

F  5  poiiibiy 
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pofTibly  make  you  laugh  at  the  wrong  fide 
of  your  mouth  before  it  is  long.'* 

All  the  horrors  of  Mrs.  Marchmont's 
mind  were  depi6lcd  in  her  countenance  ;  fhe 
was  fitting,  after  a  violent  fit  of  tears,  with 
her  head-drefs  in  diforder,  her  eyes  rolling 
heavily,  her  hands  folded,  when  Lady  Mary 
entered.  She  ilartcd  ;  every  feature,  every 
look,  every  word  fpoke  the  inward  work- 
ings of  her  foul  ',  fhe  was  literally  in  a  fitua- 
tion  few  could  envy. 

"  Good  Heavens  !''  faidher  friend,  "  what 
is  the  matter  ?" 

*'  A  fudden  illnefs  has  come  upon  me," 
returned  Mrs.  Marchmonc,  "  which  has 
been  increafed  by  the  lofs  of  my  old  friend. 
You  know,  Lady  Mary,  how  kindly  I  have 
treated  her  j  you  know  how  fond  I  am  of 
her  5  pity  me,  for  I  am  miferable." 

"  It  is  very  unfortunate  indeed,''  faid 
Lady  Mary  j  "  what  could  have  happened  ?'* 

'^My 
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"  My  d d  pafTion,"  fhe  replied,  *'  that 

I  never  can  command  !  What  is  to  be  done  ?" 

"  Get  her  back  by  all  means,  if  you  can,*' 
replied  her  Ladylhip,  ^^  in  which  I  will  join 
you." 

"  Alas !  fhe  is  gone ;  we  know  not 
Vv^here  to  find  her,  and  (he  will  not  be  here 
this  week." 

''  Good  God  !"  faid  Lady  Mary,  ''  is  it 
pofllble  we  are  undone  !" 

''  Undone  indeed,"  faid  Mrs.  March- 
mont :  ^'and  fo  thoroughly  fenfible  was  fhe  of 
this,  that  nothing  could  appeafe  her." — All  her 
fins  now  ruihed  upon  her  in  full  force.— 
*'  Tiiis  v/oman,  whom  I  have  offended,  will 
betray,  will  'expofe  me  to  the  world,  and  I 
am  lofl  pafl  redempaon." 

They  were  that  night  to  go  to  the  Opera 
by  appointment  :  Lady  Mary  was  to  meet 
her  dear  Temple  there,  and  fhe  trufled  in 
his  violent  love  to  replace,  with  a  perfon 
equally  clever,  the  governante,  to  enfure 
thoic  interviews  he  feemcd  to  her  to  prize  fa 
F  6  much  : 
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much  :  but  Temple  was  too  violently  at- 
tached to  the  innocent  Made irroi Telle  M 

to  wifh  to  make  the  accommodation.  They 
met,  however,  that  night  at  the  Opera,  but 
poor  Mrs.  Marchmont  had  neither  pleafure 
nor  fpirits  for  any  thing  ;  fhe  an:i  Lady  Mary 
had  drank  a  glafs  of  Champagne  jult  on  their 
getting  into  the  carnage,  in  hopes  of  giving 
them  a  little  falfe  fpirits  for  the  night. 

Temple's  whole   thoughts   were,   how  he 
could  get  Lady  Mary  off  his  hands,  for  fne 

v/as  become  d d  tirefome  y  and  from  his 

knowledge  of  Sir  WiUiam  Wanllow,  he  was 
determined  to  try  to  get  her  married  to  him. 
He  had  gained  a  very  great,  afcendency  over 
this  weak  young  man,  infomuch  that  he 
could  wind  him  round  his  finger.  They 
dined  that  day  together,  and  drank  rather 
freely,  but  not  fo  much  as  to  intoxicate. — 
Temple  gave  as  a  toaPc  Lady  Mary  Berkley, 
one  of  the  fine  ft  women  in  Englar.d,  and 
talked  in  raptures  of  her. 

''  You 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE,  IC9 

^^  You  feem  in  love  with  her,"  faid  the 
Baronet. 

''  Mad  in  love/'  replied  TempV  ;  ''  but 
there  is  no  touching  her  heart;  it  is  made 
of  fuch  impenetrable  duff.  I  have  been 
afTured  fhe  is  quite  infenfible  t)  the  tender 
pafTion. 

'*  Have  you  done  your  bed  ?"  afl-:ed  Sir 
V/illiam. 

^'  Yes,  upon  my  foul,  my  very  beft/* 
rejoined  Temple,  laughing. 

"  Then,  dam.me,"  faid  Vv'anflow,  '^  her 
heart  mufl  be  of  impenetrable  duff  indeed  ; 
for  you  are  a  confounded  handfome  fellow. 
Temple,  and  ought  to  be  a  favourite  with 
the  ladies.'* 

''  Why,  in  truth,"  replied  Temple,  '«  I 
have  not  been  very  unfjccefsful ,  Lady  Mary 
is  the  only  woman  whom  I  ever  thought 
worth  the  trouble,  that  I  have  not  won  ;  but 
there,  though  I  have  been  unremitting,  I 
have  failed,  and  I  know  feveral  fine  fciiows 
who  have  been  as  unfortunate  as  myfelf," 

This 
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This  was  jufb  the  bait  to  hoid  out  to  fuch 
a  headftrong  giddy  boy  :  it  llimulated  his 
ambition;  and  before  he  law  this  chafte 
gcddefs,  he  thought  he  would  be  renowned 
in  hiftory,  could  he  become  the  favourite  of  a 
woman  v/ho  fcoined  fo  many  handfome  fel- 
Ijws.  ■  All  that  Temple  told  him  he  took  for 
gofpel,  and  entreated^for  an  introduclion. 

Temple  faid  he  was  engaged  to  meet  Mrs. 
Marchmont,  mother  to  the  Eirl  of  Bclmore, 
and  Lady  Mary,  at  the  Opera,  and  would 
introduce  him  there.  They  then  went  to 
drefs,  3ir  Vv^illiam  elated  with  the  defire  of 
becoming  tiie  envy  of  half  the  men  about 
town,  and  Temple  at  t'.ie  hopes  of  getting 
off  a  woman  v/ho  was  hateful  to  him. 

Sir  William  had  told  Temple  that  Lady 
Middlcton  and  her  two  fair  friends  were  the 
mod  heavenly  women  he  had  ever  feen  i  but 
they  were  not  gay  enough  for  him,  and  thac 
he  (i)unA  he  could  not  talk  freely  to  them. — 
Bcfidcs,  he  did  not  think  theai  at  all  agree- 
5  ♦  able  s 
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able ;  that  the  French  lady  was  lively,  buc 
too  diminutive  for  him  3  he  liked  large 
beauties. 

"  Ho  ho!"  faid  Temple  to  hlmfclf, 
*«  Lady  Mary  Berkley  wiil  juR  do  for  you." 

Mrs,  Marchmont  had  a  box  at  the  Opera, 
where  Temple  took  the  unfortunate 
Baronet.  Lady  Mary  never  looked  better  ; 
and  Sir  William,  who  was  really  very  hand- 
f(:)me,  was  received  by  both  ladies  with  in- 
finite civility.  We  have  before  taken  notice 
of  Lady  Mary  being  quite  the  rage  with  a 
cei^tain  fet,  which  was  the  very  fet  in  the 
higliefl  efleem  of  Sir  William. 

Temple  contrived  that  this  night  they 
fhould  all  buRle  about  her,  that  Ihe  fhould 
not  feem  a  too  eafy  prey.  Ke  gave  Mrs. 
Marchmont  a  hint  of  his  intentions,  and  de- 
fired  (lie  v/ould  afk  him,  with  all  the  refc  of 
the  men,  to  fupper.  Poor  Sir  William 
could  hardly  get   near  her.      Temple,  liow- 

evcr. 
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ever,  condii6led  it  fo,  that  he  took  care  of 
her  tvO  the  carriage  ^  and  to  give  him  an  op- 
portunity of  pre  (Ting  her  naked  hand,  which, 
with  her  arms,  were  remarkably  beautiful, 
as  this,  he  knew,  would  inflame  the  boy, 
and  bring  things  to  a  quicker  conclufion,  he 
contrived  fhe  (liould  lofc  her  gloves. 

All  that  was  gay,  witty,  and  entertaining, 
was  to  be  found  at  Mrs.  Marchmont's  petit 
foiipees.  This  was  no  time  to  damp  Tem- 
ple's fpirits  by  an  account  of  the  governante. 
All  was  harmony  in  his  bread.  Lady  Mary 
forgot  her  forrow,  and  looked  with  pleafure 
on  the  handfome  boy,  who,  fhe  faw,  was 
fairly  captivated  -,  and  at  a  very  late  hour 
the  company  broke  up,  highly  pleafed  with 
each  other. 

Sir  William  was  of  the  clubs  ;  he  drove  a 
phaeton  and  fix  greys ;  his  coach  was  a  piece 
of  Hatchet's  beft  workmanlhip ;  he  in- 
te^nded  getting  alfo  on  the  turf  j  and  who  was 
fo   happy  as  Sir    Willivim   Wanflow  ?     But 

from 
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from  the  moment  he  touched  the  hand  of 
Lady  Mary,  all  other  things  gave  place  to 
his  violent  paflion  for  her. 

When  Temple  underftood  that  the  go- 
vernante  had  evacuated  her  apartments  in 
Golden  Square,  and  was  no  more  to  refide 
with  her  friend,  no  pen  can  fpeak  in  terms 
at  all  adequate  to  his  feelings. 

"  By  Heavens  !''  faid  he,  '^  we  are  all 
blown  'y  Frederic  will  foon  lofe  his  Earldom, 
and  his  twenty- five  thoufand  pounds  per 
annum.  She  will  prove  him  my  fon,  and 
you,  my  dear  Marchmont,  no  woman  of 
charader  will  vifit.  He  (lamped,  he  raged, 
he  ftormed,  he  tore  every  thing  that  came  in 
his  way,  he  upbraided  his  wretched  con- 
fidante with  her  folly. 

"  You  ought  to  have  licked  the  dud  off 
that  woman's  fhoes,*'  fiid  he,  *'  who,  has 
you  fo  much  in  her  power,  inftead  of  (hewing 
her  the  flightcft  difrefpec^tj    but  you   have 

lately 
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lately  lofl  all  your  foreflght^  c^.ll  your  wonted 
quicknefs  and  propriety.  Was  there  ever 
any  thing  like  it  ?  Madame  gone,  and  to 
our  enemies  ! — She  does  not  love  that  blub- 
bering boy ;  I  have  long  feen  it,  and  Ihe  will 
never  reit  till  (he  finds  cut  fome  other  heir 
for    the    title  and    wealth    of   that  baftard." 

"  Nay,"  faid  Mrs.  March m on t,  "  you 
perhaps  may  be  niiR-aken/' 

''  Don't  talk  to  me,"  faid  he  j  '^  you  have 
brought  ruin  on  yoiirfclf,  en  me,  on  that 
puppy  !  I  fhaJl  be  aiT.amed  to  fhew  my 
face  i  you  ycurfelf  will  be  obliged  to  fly,  and 
I  fliail  live  an  exile  in  fome  foreign  country." 
Me  took  up  his  hat. — "  Now,*'  faid  he, 
"  hear  what  I  have  to  fay  ; — have  your 
money  and  valuables  ready  at  a  moment's 
warning ;  provide  wha;  will  give  you  the 
comforts  you  have  been  ufed  to  ;  I  give  you 
the  advice  I  Ihali  follow  mylelf.*' 

Heflew  out  of  the  room,  ruQied  out  of 
the  houfe,  and  haftened  to  his  own,  where, 

ihucting 
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fhutting  hlmfelf  up,  he  gave  a  free  loofe  to 
his  diftrac^cd  imagination.  Vv  hen  come  a 
little  to  himfcif,  he  began  to  rcHcd  that  his 
fchemes  on  Sir  William  were  not  to  be  neg- 
ledled.  He  had  accompanied  him,  prior  to 
this  period,  to  a  few  gambling  houfes,  and 
won  fcveral  hundreds.  He  no'v  became 
tenacious  of  fpending  a  guinea  j  he  wilhed 
to  amafs  all  he  could  againft  a  rainy  day, 
which  he  prognofticated  was  not  far  diflanc, 
and  therefore  fet  himfelf  ferioufly  to  work, 
to  make  as  much  as  poiTible  of  Sir  William's 
ready  money  change  mafters  as  might  be 
confident  with  fafety  to  his  charai5ler  and 
himfelf.  And  while  Mrs.  Marchmont  fat 
brooding  over  her  own  corrofive  retrofpeds. 
Temple  was  winning  hundreds  from  the 
young  raw  Baronet,  who,  every  time  he  faw 
Lady  Mary,  drank  large  draughts  of  love. 

The  week  had  expired,  and  Madame  ap- 
peared  in   Golden  Square  ;  nothing  was  left 
undone  to  reconcile  her,  but  without  efiedl. 
She  faid  fhe  had  been  faithful  to  Mrs.  March- 
mont 
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mont  in  an  uncommon  degree  ;  that  fhe  had 
ferved  her  with  zeal  and  integrity  ;  that  the 
plot  Ihe  was  now  upon  was  more  than  fhe 
would  venture ;  that  the  character  of  Lady 
Middleton  was  unequalled  j  her  rank  fo  ex- 
alted, her  domeftics  fo  invulnerable,  that  no- 
thing could  induce  lier  to  rifle  her  peace  by 
attempting  what  was  inipodible,  or  to  in- 
jure fo  great  and  beneficent  a  perfonage,  who 
fhe  had  never  heard  had  any  thing  to  do  with 

Mrs.  Marchmonc. 

♦ 

The  laro;eft  rewards  were  offered  to  the 
governante  if  fhe  would  remain :  the  mod 
endearing  exprefuons  of  affl^dlion  and  attach- 
ment were  ufed  by  Mrs.  Mirciimont,  but 
to  no  purpofe  j  flie  was  unmoved  to  all,  and 
quitted  Golden  Square  forever. 

Temple  found  he  had  not  fo  much  to 
dread  -,  he  flattered,  and  kept  in  with  the 
governante,  who  promifed  all  her  aid  to 
accompliih    his    dcfigns    on    Mademoifelle 

M ,  whom  he  had  the  happinefs  of 

feeing 
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feeing  both  at  the  Opera,  and  other  public 
places,  but  without  finding  a  pofTibiUcy  of 
fpeaking  to  her.  The  mafquerade  at 
Somerton  Houfe  was  talked  of  now  more 
than  any  other  fubjed:.  Sir  WilHam,  as  a 
vifiter  at  the  Duke  of  Devon's,  was  afked, 
and  fhewed  his  ticket  to  Temple,  v/ho  la- 
mented his  not  knowing  any  of  the  family, 
and  told  Sir  William  he  would  orive  an  hun- 

o 

dred  pieces  to  be  in  pofTefTion  of  that  ticket. 

Sir  William  faid,  if  it  could  be  of  any 
ufe  to  him,  it  was  mod  heartily  at  his  fervice, 
for  that  he  was  abfolutely  engaged  to  Mrs. 
Marchmont  that  night,  and  that  he  would 
not  give  up  Lady  Mary's  company  for  all  the 
flupid  entertainments  in  the  world. — "  But  as 
the  name  of  each  perfon  that  is  afl^ed,  is 
written  in  a  particular  hand  on  tlie  ticket, 
what  will  you  do  when  they  unmafk  ?"  faid 
he. 

<«  Why,  my  dear  fellow,  fay  that,  as  you 
were  better  engaged,  1  took  your  place,  that's 
all.'\ 

*^0h! 
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"  Oh  !  as  to  that  matter/'  faid  Wandow, 
*^  you  mud  manage  it  according  to  your 
own  feelings;  but  I  am  monftrous  9hd  I 
have  it  to  give  you.'* 

The  governante  had  rewarded  the  long 
attachment  of  her  ancient  lover  ;  and  at  the 
French  AmbafTador's  Chapel  fhe  gave  up 
her  liberty,  and  received  the  name  of  Reyn- 
hault.  Wives,  it  is  commonly  reported, 
can  keep  no  fecrets  from  their  hufbands  ; — 
and  during  the  honey -moon,  flie  repofed 
thofe  in  the  bread  of  her  loving  fpoufe,  that 
both  Mrs.  Marchmont  and  Mr.  Temple 
v.'ifhed  fhould  never  have  efcaped  her  own. 

Reynhault  was  a  fenfible  man  ;  and  though 
he  had  made  a  large  fortune,  he  was  an 
honed  one  :  he  married  Madame  for  an  agree- 
able comp:^.nion,  who  had  money  enough 
to  bear  her  own  expences,  and  who  would 
Hiorren  the  winter  of  life  by  focial  converfe. 
He  was  rather  Ihocked  at  the  things  die  told 
him,    but    he    did    not  let  it  appear,   and 

refoived 
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refJ.ilved  to  have  jiidice  done  to  every  indivi- 
dual that  his  v\  ifc  h.;d  aflifte:!  to  deceive.  He 
joined  her,  however,  in  nothing,  but  bagged 
fhe  wDuli  not  take  any  drcifive  ftep  againd 
Mademoifelle  M without  acquaint- 
ing him  wich  it.  She  alTured  him  fhe  would 
not. 

"  She  is  our  countrywoman,  my  dear," 
faid  Reynhaiilt: — *^  amongll  the  Engliih 
then  vv'e  Ihould  not  deftroy  our  own/' 

Madame  feemed  that  moment  to  receive 
a  new  idea. 

'^  True,  my  dear,"  Hie  replied;  '*  I  only 
thought  of  the  reward  I  was  to  gcC 

"  Then  think  of  ii  no  more,"  f^id  the 
good  man  ;  "  I  have  orders  from  Mr. 
Beaumoni's  -'Uahre  d  hotel  to  take  in  my 
bill,  and  I  fhall  fin.l  out  from  him  who 
Mademoifelle  M is.'* 

The 
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The  near  approach  of  Mr.  Henry's  de- 
parture had  a  very  fenfible  effect  on  all  Mr. 
Beaumont's  houfe  i  but  there  was  one  who 
nourifned  a  fecret  palTion  for  him,  which 
robbed  her  of  all  repofe  :  deep  had  for  many 
weeks  fled  a  pillow  that  had  been  too  long 
difturbed  by  the  unavailing  tears  of  forrow. 
Mrs.  Markham  fpoke  of  the  alteration  of  her 
looks  to  Lady  Middleton,  who  had  long 
feared  for  her  young  friend  ;    fne  had  noticed 

the  change  in  Mademoifelle  M ,  and 

lament&d  her  fate. 

The  charming  Henry  poiTefTed  thofe  at- 
tractive graces  of  nature  which  (Irike  at  firft 
fight — which  need  neither  friends  nor  re- 
commendation to  pre-engage  the  favourable 
opinion  of  every  one.  He  had  that  gentle- 
nefsof  foul  that  moil  attrads  ,  and  J^ympathy 
informed  the  artlefs  maid  that  he  had  a  heart 
fufceptible  of  every  tender  pafTion.  The 
young  foldier  ftifled  a  flame  ihat-would  have 
blazed,  did  he  confult  only  his  own  good  ; — 
but    a  failure   of  duty  in    others  was    no 

exemption 
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exemption  to  him.  An  orphan,  fupporred  by 
the  beneficence  of  his  exalted  friends,  fnoiild 
not  bafely  betray  the  confidence  placed  in 
him  by  them,  and  fteal  the  afFedlions  of  a 
woman  of  rank  and  fortune.  He  wis  ocuched 
with  the  moft  bitter  remorfe  for  having  pro- 
duced one  wifli  that  could  ftain  his  honour. — 
His  fond nefs  was  ardent,   but  it  v/as  chafte. 

He   loved   Mademoifelle  M ,   but  it 

was  involuntary  :  he  never  had  talked  to  her 
of  his  love,  nor  tried  by  any  art  to  gain  her 
affcdlions  j  but  all  thofe  little  fervices,  wliich 
are  fure  to  conciliate  the  good  opinion,  and 
increafe  the  growing  liking  in  the  daily  in- 
tercourle  of  the  family,  were  not  to  be 
avoided  ;  and  this,  alas  !  was  enou2:h. 

"  Ahjdear  Lady  Mlddlcton!"  he  would 
often  cry  to  himfelf,  '^  defpife  me  not:  — 
much  Town  have  I  offended,  yet  whit  have 
1  to  plead  ?  I  have  erred,  but  not  inten- 
tionally. Why  am  I  not  in  Lndia,  that  that 
love  which  prudence  and  honour  oblige  me 
ro  conceal,  Ihould  ftiil  remain  unknown  ? — 

VOL.   III.  G  Yet 
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Yet  if  I  could  find  my  parents,  if  no  fliame 
attends  my  birth,  if  it  is  honourable,  then 
perhaps  the  worth  of  ^  Mr.  Beaumont  and 
Lady  Middleton  mjght  think  me  not  pre- 
fumptuous.  Oh  then  with  what  blifs  would 
I  f.  licit  a  place  in  the  pure  heart  of  that  an- 
gelic maid  where  every  feminine  virtue 
dwells  ! — But  I  rave,  and  the  enchanting 
image  deludes  my  eager  mind  :  I  am  un- 
jcnown,  and  therefore  unfit  for  a  place  in  her 
gentle  bcfom.--Ah  !  there  is  room  for  me- 
ditation even  to  madnefs." 

Thus  did  the  amiable  Henry  rave.      He 
had  ever   preferved    a    certain    diftance   to 

Mademoifelle   M ,   and    he   nov/   in- 

creafed  it.  Tnis  made  her  feel  doubly  un- 
happy :  fl-ie  thought,  in  the  gay  circles  of 
London,  he  had  given  away  his  heart,  and 
Ihe  in  fecret  pined  at  this  iad  thought. — 
The  mafquerade  was  near  i  fne  had  wifhed 
for  it ;  but  that  wifh  was  now  no  more. — 
Misfortune  fecmed  to  threaten  her,  and 
hope  rcfufed  to  clear  away  the  cloud.    When^ 

Henry 
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Henry  once  lefc  England,  flic  never  ex- 
peded  to  fee  him  again  ^  all  therefore  was 
gloomy,  all  was  fad. 

The  dominos,  which  all  Lady  Middle- 
ton's  party,  both  men  and  women,  fixed  on 
for  their  dreffes,  came  home:  they,  with  the 
cockedhats  a  nd  feathers,  mafks,  &c.  were 
all  as  handfome  as  poffible.  The  gentlemen 
were  not  as  yet  arifen  from  table,  and  Mi's. 
Markham  propofed  that  the  ladies  fhoiild 
drefs  themfelves  to  furprife  them  on  their 
entering  the  drawing-room.  This  was  pro- 
du6liye  of  great  m.irth,  in  the  midft  of  which 
there  was  a  mefla2;c  to  Lord  Lovefdale  that 
the  Duke  his  father  had  been  taken  fuddenly 
ill,  and  his  prefence  immediately  required. 
This  threw  not  only  the  Marquis,  but  alfo 
the   whole  company  into  confufion.  ' 

Mr.  Beaumont,  who  had  juft  put  on  his 

mafqueradc  drefs,  inilantly  took  it  off,  and 

went  with  the  Marquis  to  Somcrton  Houfc, 

where  they  found  every  thing  in  the  greaccfc 

G  2  confufion. 
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confufion.  All  the  firftphyficians  v;ere  af- 
fembled  round  the  Duke's  bed,  and  the 
Duchefs  and  Lady  Matilda  were  real  pidlures 
of  defpair.  He  had  had  a  moft  dangerous  fit, 
and  life  hung  fufpended  on  fo  fine-drawn  a 
thread,  that  it  was  expedied  to  break  every 
moment.  The  amiable  Lovefdalc  (tood 
with  folded  hands  at  the  foot  of  the  bed, 
grief  and  defpair  ftrongly  marked  in  his  ex- 
preffive  countenance.  He  uttered  not  a 
word.  Genuine  forrow  is  not  allied  to  elo- 
quence ;  yet  his  filence  was  more  expreffive, 
for  every  feature  fhewed  the  feeUngs  of  his 
heart.  Ail  that  night  the  iiTue  was  doubt- 
ful. Mr.  Beaumont  never  left  the  Marquis  > 
the  phyficians  gave  up  ail  hopes  about  eighc 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  pronounced  him 
dying,  and  were  quitting  the  houfe.  All 
around  was  ftill  3  no  footftcps  were  heard,  as 
who  fhould  fay,  "  We  foftly  tread,  left  noifc 
fhould  reach  the  dying  ear/' 

Mr.  Beaumont  was  fond  of  the  dudy  of 
phyfic  i  he  wanted  nothing  but  pradice  to 

make 
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make  him  a  mod  able  phyfician.  He  fol- 
lowed the  gentlemen  5  and  modeftly  telling 
them  that  fince  they  had  given  up  their 
patient,  he  entreated  a  method,  which  he 
had  known  in  fimilar  cafes  have  the  happieft 
effect,  mighc  be  tried. 

The  unafFecled  manner  of  found  fenfe 
and  real  knowledge  in  the  fubjecl  treated 
of,  always  enfures  that  notice  we  aim  at. — • 
The    medical    orentlemen    all     agrreed     his 

o  o 

arguments  were  founded  on  reafon,  and  in- 
flantiy  repaired  to  the  fick  room,  when  the 
different  operations,  under  the  immediate 
direiSlions  of  Mr.  Beaum.ont,  were  per- 
formed, and,  with  unceafing  labour,  every 
part  of  the  body  and  hmbs  rubbed  with  a 
preparadon  of  herbs  ;  and  in  fix  hours  from 
the  beginning  of  thofe  remedies  there  were 
fignsoflife. 

Joy   now   burft  from   every  heart;    the 
Marquis  fell   on  the  bofom  of  Mr.   Beau- 
mont, and  vvept  like  a  child.      Every  hour 
G  3  tix 
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the  patient  ihewed  new  figns  of  returning 
flr^ngth  j  now  it  was  pofTible  to  adminifter 
inward  remedies  j  the  jaws  no  longer  adhered 
together  ;  the  eyes  opened,  ^and  refpiration, 
about  eleven  o'clock  at  nighc,  became  free. 

Mr.  ^eaumont  remained  the  whole  of  the 
fecond  night  in  the  Duke*s  room  ;  and  it 
was  not  before  the  third  mornino  he  was 
prevailed  on  to  return  homiC.  The  Duke 
recovered  flowly,  but  with  every  profped:  of 
his  entirely  throwing  off  the  diforder,  and 
being  once  more  in  a  ftate  of  perfe(^  con- 
valefcence. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


H. 


APPINESS  was  a^rain  reftored  at 
Somcrton  Houfe,  and  Mr.  Beaumont 
ftrongly  recommending  Bach  waters,  the 
Duke  and  Duchefs,  v/Ith  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Selby,  fet  off  for  that  place  as  foon  as  the 
Duke  was  able  to  travel.  They  infilled 
that  both  Lord  Lovefdale  and  his  filler 
fhould  remain  with  their  dear  Beaumont  and 
Lady  Middleton.  However,  botti  the  Mar- 
quis » and  Mr.  Beaumont  followed  them 
there,  and  remained  with  them  until  they 
faw  the  effect  of  the  waters ;  and  finding  they 
anfwered  all  the  purpofes  intended,  Mr. 
Beaumont  returned  alone.  The  Marquis 
would  not  leave  his  beloved  father  -,  he 
G  4  fupported 
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fupported  him  to  the  pump-room  and 
from  it,  twice  a  day,  never  quitting  him  ; — 
and  he  had  the  happinefs  to  find  he  re- 
covered rapidly. 

Meantime  the  mafquerade  at  Somerton 
Houfe  was  thought  of  no  more,  and  Mr. 
Temple's  ticket,  of  courfe,  of  no  ufe  ;  Ma- 
darhegovernante'sfchemes  were  allfruflrated, 
and  Temple  himfelf  the  moft  unhappy 
man  in  the  world.  His  only  purfuit  was  now 
the  ruin  of  Sir  V/iUiam  Wanflow,  and  that 
was  maturing  beyond  his  mofl  fanguine 
expec^lations.  He  had  already  won  feven 
thcufand  pounds  from  him,  and  Sir  William 
had  made  his  propofals  of  marriage  to  Lady 
Mary.  Mrs.  Marchmont  had  pointed  out 
the  advantages  that  would  arife  from  fuch 
a  connection  ;  and  the  youth,  beauty,  riches, 
and  folly  of  the  Baronet  were  fo  alluring, 
that  (lie  accepted  him,  and  proper  prepara- 
tions were  maki;ig  for  the  weddiog. 

Tempk 
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Temple  took  care  to  keep  a  ftrift  watch 
on  Sir  William.  Mrs.  Marchmont  made . 
lier  houfe  fo  agreeable  to  him,  that  he 
never  wifhed  to  be  in  any  other ;  and 
Temple  feemed  fo  melancholy  at  the  lofs  of 
Lady  Mary,  though,  as  he  affured  Sir  Wil- 
liam, he  knew  Ihe  never  could  be  brought 
to  think  of  him,  yet  he  could  not  help  feel- 
ing her  lofs.  Two  other  young  men,  who 
had  fpent  a  little  too  freely,  liked  her  perfon 
as  well  as  her  twenty  thoufand  pounds ;  and 
thefe  were  pretty  fmart  on  Sir  William,  who, 
not  wanting  fpirit,  was  ready  enough  to 
fight  a  duel  or  two  for  his  charming  mif- 
trefs,  which  they,  becoming  fenfible  of, 
changed  their  conducl,  and  flattered  his 
vanity  by  appearing  melancholy  and  cha- 
grined at  their  lofs. 

Lady  Mary  was  fo  proud  of  the  conqueft 
ilie  had  made,  that  Temple  was  defircd  to 
fhew  the  propriety  of  Sir  William  uaiting 
on  Lord  Seal  and  the  Duke  of  Devon,  and 
diking  their  confent  j  for  Lady  Mary,  fully 

G  5  fenfible. 
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fenfible^  and  well  knowing  fhe  did  not  merit 
the  good  fortune  that  was  about  to  attend 
her,  very  properly  judged  this  was  a  likely 
means  of  procuring  an  addition  of  fortune, 
and  the  countenance  and  protection  of  her 
family,  fliouid  fhe  ever  ftand  in  need  of  it. 
It  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  happinels  this 
gave  all  thofe  good  people.  Lord  and 
Lady  Sandford  were  delighted  at  her  quit- 
ting the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Marchmont  ;  and 
Sir  Wilham,  gratified  at  th^  reception  he 
had  met,  thought  himfelf  the  happieft  man 
in  the  world.  The  Duke  of  Devon  wifhed 
the  marriage  to  be  celebrated  at  his  houfe  ; 
but  Lady  Mary  thought  it  more  prudent  it 
fnould  be  at  Mrs.  Marchmont's,  and  ex- 
cufed  herfelf,  faying,  fhe  thought  it  would 
be  treating  Mrs.  Marchmont  ill,  but,  on 
her  going  to  her  own  houfe,  (lie  fhould  be 
glad  to  meet  them. 

Sir  William  Wanflow  had  feven  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum,  and  ten  thoufand  pounds 
ready  money  on  his  coming  of  age  3  but  as 

he 
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he  rpent  more  oF  thofe  years  at  home  which 
other  boys  do  at  Ichool,  he  v/ent  to  College 
at  a  late  period,  and  did  not  leave  Oxford 
till  after  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
two.  He  had  contracted  there  a  greater 
knowledge  of,  and  love  for  wine,  than  for 
any  of  the  fciences  or  languages.  He  was  a 
moft  critical  connoifTeur  in  every  vintage, 
and  he  could  tell  the  exafc  flavour  of  that 
juice  that  was  preffed  only  from  the  fiinny 
fide  of  the  grape.  Every  eatable  and  drink- 
able at  Mrs.  Marchmont's  table  were  excel- 
lent ;  and,  through  Temple's  intereft,  Sir 
William's  palate  was  narrowly  attended  to  -, 
he  fared  n;  where  fo  deliciouHy,  no  where 
drank  fuch  wines  ;  h.e  very  feldom^  quitted 
the  houfe  at  night  till  drunk ;  and  though 
it  is  a  propenfity  which  mofh  women  diflike 
in  a  lover,  Lady  Mary  had  her  own  reafons 
for  wiihing  him  to  continue  it  fome  time 
la-iger. 

Wanflow's  valet  did  not  very  much  rcliHi 

all  thisi    but   he  found  his  influence  had 

G  6  lately 
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lately  abated  of  its  force  on  the  Baronet ; — 
he  was  a  fellow  of  great  gallantry  and  fur- 
prifing  penetration,  and  capable  of  the  word 
a(5lions.  He  turned  every  thing  to  his  own^ 
account,  and  foon  made  himfeif  mafter  of 
the  character  of  Lady  Mary.  He  had  been 
an  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Winkfield,  of  fa- 
mous memory,  and  knew  a  good  deal  about 
her  Ladyiliip,  with  whom  Winkfield  was 
aflualiy  in  love. 

It  feems  as  if  thefe  friends  acted  in  con- 
cert, for  the  vzhz  became  very  fenfible  of 
the  charms  of  Lady  Mary  :  he  was  a  very 
weJl-made,  athletic  man,  with  a  clear,  fen(ib]e, 
handfome  countenance,  and  a  mod  infmu- 
ating  addrefs ;  and  Lady  Mary  pleafed  her- 
felf  Vvith  confidering,  that  in  a  few  days  (he 
would  poffefs  the  handfomefl:  hufband  and 
valet  that  any  lady  of  falhion  in  the  circle 
of  her  acquaintance  could  boaft. 

A  grand  dinner  was  given,  and  a  feledb  party 

of  friends  en  the  wedding-day,  aflembled  at 

5  Golden 
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Golden  Square.  It  was  fpent  not  as  wed- 
ding-days fome times  are.  The  company 
were  in  high  fpirits — mufic,  mirth,  and  double 
en  tendre ;  the  joke,  we  would  not  for  the 
world  fay  the  joke  profane,  went  round. — 
Sir  William's  glafs  was  often  filled,  and  he 
arofe  from  the  dinner  table  in  high  fpirits. — 
Not  only  \.\\t  young  bridegroom,  but  all  the 
party  were  exhilarated  ;  and  when  Temple 
and  his  four  companions  left  him,  care  was 
taken  that  he  fl-iould  be  fo  priir.ed  with 
Madeira,  as  to  recoiled,  by  the  morning, 
very  little  of  the  occurrences  of  the  evening. 

Lacy  Mary  Berkley,  now  Lady  Mary 
Wanilow,  had  arrived  to  the  fummit  of 
happinefs ;  and  v/niie  her  palTion  laded  for 
her  hufband,  which  was  not  long,  ail  went 
on  agreeably.  There  was  nothing  of 
cxpence  Ihc  was  not  gratified  in. — Lord 
Seal  fent  her,  by  her  filter,  fome  very  fiiie 
jewels,  but  he  gave  her  no  money.  S.r 
"^Viliiam  alfo  prefented  her  with  many  ^  Le 
Hiought  he  could  not  make  her  fine  enough, 

that 
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that  ail  women  fhould  envy  his  wife,  as  he 
was  fure  all  men  did  him  the  polTciTion  of  fo 
much  beauty  and  virtue. 

They  repaired  to  their  own  houfe,  where 
the  grand  gaias,  and  enormous  expence, 
convinced  the  world  it  could  not  laft. 

Lady  Middleton,  who  v/as  fond  of  the 
Opera,  feldom  miffed  one  j  and  many, 
very  many,  followed  her  there.  Indeed, 
wherever  (he  was  known  to  be,  that  place  of 
public  amufement  Vv'as  lure  to  be  always 
crowded  ;  and  Lady  Matilda  Summers 
being  fond  of  com.pany,  induced  Lady 
Middleton  to  lead  a  much  more  difTipated 
life  than  the  otherwife  v;ould  have  chofen.-^ 
She  alfo  wifiied   to   draw  off  the  mind   of 

Mademoifelle    M from   the  obje6t 

that, dwelt  too  much  upon  it,  or  at  lead  to 
vary  the  fcene  as  mu:h  as  poffible,  aid 
thereby  prevent  that  lallitude  ever  attendant 
on  an  unfortunate  attachment. 

Mademoifelle 
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Mademoifelle  M hail  not  the  moft 

didant  idea  that  her  fecret  was  known. — 
She  often  wi(]:ied  to  remain  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Selwin  iriflead  of  attending  Lady 
Middleton,  but  from  the  difpofition  of 
this  charming  girl,  it  was  thought  better 
not  to  indulge  her;  but  her  unpra^flifed 
heart,  unable  to  oppofe,  fuffered  itfelf  to  be 
wholly  poiTeffed  by  the  pafTion,  and  fhe 
found  love  was  always  preient  in  public  as 
well  as  private. 

Lady  Middleton,  who  faw  through  it  alJ, 
left  nothing  undone  to  diifipate  her  melan- 
choly.    The  Duchefi  of  G 's  cards  were 

out  for  a  ball  j  nobody  gave  greater,  and 
nobody  had  better  reafons  for  doing  To  than 
her  Grace.  Two  or  three  of  Lady  Middle- 
ton's  conftant  male  attendants  were  in  the 
lame  lituation  as  the  Marquis  of  Lovefdale, 
pining  under  a  violent  and  liOpelefs  pafTion. 
A  certain  great  Duke,  who  at  this  time  was 
much  in  England,  paid  her  open  court. — 
His  character  is  too  well  known  to  need  any 

defcription ; 
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defcription ;  but  he  was  fo  troublefome, 
and  fo  difagreeable  to  her,  that  (lie  had  aU 
wa-ys  as  many  men  near  her  as  (he  could,  to 
prevent  thofe  aflidulties  that  both  diftrefled 
and  dirgufied  her.  By  this  means  flie  was 
fometimes  fo  fuccefsful  as  to  keep  him  off. — 

The  night  of  the  Duchefs  of  G *s  ball, 

however,  he  was  particularly  troubiefome. 

Lord  Lovefdale,  vv'ho  had  that  evening 
returned  from  .Bath,  not  being  able  to  fee 
Lady  Middleton  at  home,  from  her  being 
drefTihg,  on  his  arrival  at  their  houfe  in  Pic- 
cadilly, firft  faw  her  at  the  ball ;  and  know- 
ing how  much  fiie  was  always  annoyed  by 
the  above-mentioned  Duke,  he  immediately 
joined  her  :  and  a  lady,  who  fat  next  to 
her,  rifmg  to  dance.  Lord  Lovefdale  at 
once  took  her  place.  She  had  many  en- 
quiries to  make  for  her  Bath  friends,  and 
the  Duke  moved  off  very  much  difconcerted. 
The  firfh  perfon  he  addreffed  was  Lady 
Mary  Wanflov/,  who  had  been  a  filent  ob- 
ferver  of  all  this.     The  warmth  with  which 

Lady 
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Lady  Middleton  had  addrelTed  Lord  Lovef- 
dale,  induced  the  Dake'to  think  there  was 
Ibme  relative  connedion  between  them  ,  he 
wilhed  to  be  informed  by  Lady  Mary,  who 
laughed  (ignificantly,  and  faid, — 

"  Is  it  pofliBie  you  fhould  be  ignorant 
of  what  all  the  world  knows — the  violent  at- 
tachment of  the  charming  young  Marquis 
for  Lady  Middleton  ?" 

"  And  pray/'  afked  the  Duke,  "  is  it  re- 
turned ?" 

"  I  really  think  you  have  pretty  good 
reafon  to  fuppofe  it  is/'  replied  Lady  Mary ; 
and  the  Duke  thought  he  was  very  dull  for 
afking  the  queflion. 

The  Duke  was  jufl  the  very  fort  of  man 
Lady  Mary  Wanflow  wiflied  to  have  in  her 
train,  and  that  (he  could  not  accomplifh 
this  had  given  her  fome  pain  ;  now  that  flie 
found  Lady  Middleton  was  his  prefent  fa- 
vourite, Oie  burned  with  an  additional  de- 
gree of  hatred  and  envy. 

**  How 
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*^  How  this  curfcd  woman  crofTes  me  in 
every  wiQi  of  my  heart  !'*  faid  llie. 

Mr.  .Williams  next  joined  her.—"  What 
a  divine  woman,'*  he  obfcrved,  '*  is  Lady 
Sandford  !" 

"  I  always  thought  you  the  dulleft  crea- 
ture in  exiftence,  Williams,'*  faid  (he  j — 
"  and  T  never  before  had  a  ftronger  proof 
of  it  ;  firft  by  liking  any  thing  {o  tedioufly 
infipid  as  her  Ladyfhip,  and  next,  by 
troubling  me  with  your  mufty  thoughts  of 
her." 

"  What  is  the  matter  with  the  charming 
Lady  Mary  Wanllow  ?**  faid  he. 

"  Oh  !  for  Heaven's  fake,  leave  me/* 
faid  fhe,  "  if  you  do  not  wilh  to  fee  mc 
expire  with  the  fpleen  !" 

Lady  Sandford,  with  her  partner,  and  Lady 
Ann  Berkley  with  her's  coming  that  way, 
made  it  quite  unnecelfary  Lady  Mary  fhould 
repeat  her  command,  from  whom  he  diredly 
turned  on  his  heel,  and  left  her,  to  join  thofe 
who  v/ere  much  more  to  his  mind.      His 

fifler 
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fifter  had  entered  into  converfation  that 
night  for  the  firft  time  with  Lady  M'ddle- 
ton  :  her  powerful  underilanding,  wit,  and 
vivacity  quite  charmed  her  Ladydiip, 
and  (he  determined  to  cultivate  her  ac- 
quaintance, and  accept  of  the  firft  invitation 
to  Mr.  Williams's  houfe.  This  lady  and 
gentleman  were  both  highly  pleafed,  and 
cards  were  lent  out  the  next  day  for  a  ball, 
which  he  determined  (hould  not  be  ex- 
ceeded in  fplendour  or  expence. 

Sir  William  and  Lady  Mary  Wanflow 
were  every  where.  The  former,  who 
thought  himfeif  every  thing  defirable 
in  the  world's  eye,  was  fo  fond  of  Lady 
Mary,  that  in  many  refpeds  he  feemed 
to  be  her  very  counterpart ;  he  had  adopted 
her  thoughts,  and  caught  her  phraies, 
of  which  Ihe  had  numbers  peculiar  to 
herfelf. 

Temple,  though  he  did  not  think  his 
young  friend  by  any  means  improved  by  the 

imitation. 
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imitation,  told  him,  in  terms  of  congratula- 
tion, that  if  fimilarity  of  chara6ler  gives  hap- 
pinefs  in  the  marriage  ftate,  he  had  a  pro- 
fpeft  of  the  moil  j^erfedl  felicity.  Sir 
Wiiiiam  v/as  highly  pleafed  with  the  com- 
pliment:. 

"  I  tjiink.  Temple,'*  faid  he,  <<  and  I  be- 
lieve halt  the  men  about  town  think  fo  too, 
that  Lady  Mary  Wanllow  is  a  piodigious 
fine  woman.** 

*'  One  of  the  fined  women  in  England^'* 
replied  his  friend. 

«  Do  you  really  think  fo  ?'* 

*'  Ido,  upon  my  foul  !**  again  repeated 
Temple,  *'  and  (lie  is  vaflly  improved  fince 
her  marriage  ;  for  your  tafte  in  dref'^,  you 
know,  Wanflow,  is  univerfally  allowed  to  be 
genuine  i  and,  from  the  evident  alteration 
in  her's  lately,  the  whole  town  is  convinced 
you  order  every  article  of  her  wardrobe." 

"  Are  you  ferious  V 

"  Never 
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"  Never  more  fo  in  my  life,  by  God  T* 
continued  he  ;  *'  and  you  would  yourielf 
allow  it  ;  but  I  know  you  are  modeft." 

"  Wby,    certainly — to    be  fure — I " 

"  Oh  yes,  yes,"  faid  Temple,  who  could 
hardly  keep  his  countenance,  "  I  under- 
fland  what  you  would  fay.'* — Though,  e/ilre 
nousy  we  are  not  very  certain  Sir  William 
himfelf  knew,  for  Lidy  M^ary  was  very  ab- 
folute,  and  piqued  herfelf  much  on  the  ele-' 
gance  of  her  own  taile  in  drefs. 

"  If  I  hid  married  her,"  laid  Temple, 
*'  I  fhouid  have  foon  got  a  little  out  at 
elbovv's  ;  I  Ihould  have  been  unreluclantly 
profufe  in  fetting  off  her  uncommon  charms  j 
but  then,  Wanllovv,  your  fortune  is  much 
larger  tlian  mine,  and  the  world  expects  to 
be  furpiiied  by  a  young  man  of  your  wealth 
and  rank.  You  are  new  juft  the  very  firft 
thmg  ;  the  gaze  of  the  town  is  upon  you." 

«'  Why  yes,"  faid  Sir  William,  "  1  be- 
lieve you  are  riii^ht." 

''  You 
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"   You    may    be    certain    of    it,"    faid 

Temple. 

''  And  it  fhall  not  be  difappointed." 

"   I    am    convinced    of    that,"    replied 

Temple. 

V 

We  boldly  alTert  as  a  certain  truth,  be- 
caufe  there  is  not   a  queftion  that  it   is   a 
point   the  lead  dubious,   that  Sir  William 
Wanflow,  at  this  moment,  was  the  happieffc 
man  in  the  world,  in  his  ozvn  opinion, — From 
this  time  he  launched  out  in  the  miofh  un- 
heard-of expence ;    he  vied  with  the  mofc 
'  extravagant  s    and  as  Lady  Mary  had  her 
fettlement  much  to  her  mind,  Hie  joined  in 
it  with  as  much  delight  as  if  it  was  always  to 
laft. 

In  this  profulion  of  expence.  Lady  Mary 
thought  it  abfoiutely  neceflary  to  keep  Sir 
William's  \alet  her  friend.  On  her  mar- 
riage (lie  m.ade  him  fo  large  a  pref^nt,  that 
the  valet  was  a  little  furprifed  at  it.  She 
very  prudently  alfo  fatisfied  Mrs.  Penning- 
ton, 
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ton,  her  vvoirtan,  and  made  her  over  to  a 
Jady  who  was  going  to  Lifbo).  A  new 
Abigail  wa?  n.uch  more  convenient  for 
many  obvious  reafons  ;  and  the  valet,  to  do 
the  family  he  hvcd  with  honour,  was  always 
moil  elegantly  drelTed  ;  and  whenever  he 
handed  any  thmg  to  his  Lady,  he  took  very 
great  c^re  to  to.^ch  her  hand.  It  muft  not 
be  omitted  tliat  the  valet's  hands  were  the 
foftelt  and  whit  eft,  and  kt  off  by  the  m^oft 
beautiful  nails  in  the  world. 

Sir  William  was  not  a  little  proud  of  this 
handfome  conicftic  :  and,  to  add  ftiU  more 
to  Lady  Mary's  appearance,  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  wait  entirely  on  her.  Th-  afii- 
duity,  the  adroitnefs,  the  wonderful  clever- 
nefs  ot  the  valet,  in  his  new  en^jlloyment, 
were  not  to  be  equalled  ;  for  he  had  aclually 
fallen  in  love  with  his  Lady,  and  let  no  op- 
portunity flip  cf  making  himfelt  agreeable 
to  her.  As  (he  was  conkiou^  of  this,  and 
equally  confcious  that  he  had  inipircd  her 
with  fmiilar  fentiinents,  ilie  appeared  to  Sir 

William 
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William  to  diflike  him  extremely,  and  re- 
gretted her  own    man,    who  was  a  fober, 
proper,  modeft  man,  fo  that   Sir  William 
endeavoured   to  reconcile  her  as   much    as 
pofTible  to  him.     He  interrogated  the  valet, 
who  faid  he  really  never  had  ferved  a  lady 
fo  hard   to  be  pleafed  ;  he  did  his  utmoft, 
and  was  forry  to  find  it  was  not  poflibie  to 
give  fatisfadtion  ;    he  entreated   to   be   re- 
placed   in  his  former  fituation   about    his 
mafter,  or  parted  with.     Oppofition,  he  well 
knew,  was  the  very  thing  to  enfurc  his  own 
plans;  and  Sir  William  faid  he  would   do 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other;  he  mud  be 
Lady  Mary's  own  man  ;    and  that,   as  to 
leaving  him,,  he  Ihould  not,  by  God! 

The  valet  feemed  much  difcontented; — •" 
and  Lady  Mary  was  requefted,  by  her  lord 
and  mafter,  to  fhew  more  lenity  to  fo  faith- 
ful a  domeftic,  which  to  pleafe  Sir  William 
(lie  promifed. 

Temple 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  J45 

Temple  faw  every  thing  going  on  with 
the  rapidity  he  wilhed  towards  the  total 
ruin  of  this  young  man ;  he  had  won  very 
confiderable  funis  of  money  from  him,  and 
faw  him  lofe  others  of  as  great  magnitude. 

In  this  fituation  were  things  when  the 
night  arrived  for  the  grand  gala  at  Wil- 
liams's, where  Temple  buoyed  himfelf  up 
with    the  hopes  of  meeting  Mademoifelle 

M ;    but,  alas !   this  long  expected 

night  was  as  little  productive  of  good  to 
Mr.  Temple,  in  forwarding  his  defigns  on 
Madem^oifelle  M as  any  of  the  fore- 
going; for  fhe  v/as  always  too  well  guarded 
to  admit  of  any  afTiduities  from  a  man  (he 
<lifliked  too  much  to  permit  to  talk  to  her. 
His  faith  in  Madame  Reynhault,  however, 
was  fuch,  as  to  induce  him  to  found  her 
again.  He  knew  nothing  of  her  hufband, 
though  Monfieur  knew  a  great  deal  about 
him  ;  he  therefore  went  two  or  three  times 
to  the  (liop,  and  one  day  h^  afked  if  Reyn- 
hault was  at  home.  He  was  anfwered, ''  No." 

VOL.  III.  H  He 
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He  then  alked  if  Madame  was,  for  that  (he 
would  do  as  well.  He  was  (hewn  into  the 
parlour,  where  he  found  Madame  Reynhauit 
at  work.  The  moment  Cl\c  faw  Temple, 
Ihe  faid  fhe  expeded  her  hufband  every 
moment,  and  begged  he  would  not  remain. 
One  of  the  men  coming  in  from  the  fhop. 
Temple,  ever  ready,  hoped  that  the  things 
would  be  fent  as  ordered,  and  that  the  direc- 
tions he  had  jufh  given  would  be  obferved 
critically. 

''  Monfieur  Reynhauit  will  be  particu-' 
larly  minute,"  returned  the  Frenchman  ; — 
"  but  you  have  not  left  the  direction  where 
they  are  to  be  fent."  She  had  obferved  a 
bit  of  paper  in  his  hand. — "  Oh  here 
it  is,"  laid  he. — Madame  made  ore 
of  her  moft  diftant  curtfies  to  Mr. 
Temple,  who  immediately  quitted  the 
houfe  :  the  paper  had  been  previoufly  pre- 
pared to  give,  fhould  there  be  any  impedi- 
ment to  talking  to  her.      She  met  Temple 

the 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  l^J 

the  next  day  in  the  old  place.  She  told 
him  the  impolfibility  of  her  taking  any  part 
towards  the  fedcdion  of  the  lady  in  quef- 
tion,  for  that  her  hufband  had  been  under 
the  greatefl  obligations  to   the   Marquis  of 

M ,   which  fhe  pretended  to  Temple 

fhe  had  difcovered  by  accident,  and 
that  (he  would  forfeit  the  good  o;.  inion 
of  him  for  ever  if  fhe  farther  undertook  it. 
She  therefore  brought  him  all  the  money  he 
had  given  her  on  this  occafion  ;  but  Temple 
thought  it  much  more  for  his  intereft  not 
to  accept  it.  He  went  from  this  interview 
to  Mrs.  Marchmont  in  a  very  ill  humour  ; 
he  faw  the  total  difaffcclion  of  Madame,  and 
he  dcfcended  to  real  abufe.  Her  fjily  was 
inconceivable  in  quarrelling  with  a  woman 
v,'ho  had  fo  much  in  her  power. 

<'  That   d d    Lady  Mary,"   faid    he, 

'^  was  the  ultimate  caufe  of  Madame  Reyn- 
hault  leaving  this  houfe.** 

"  Lady  Mary  !"    anxioufly  replied  Mrs. 

Marchmont;  *'  why,   what  was  it  to  her 

H  2        ,  whom 


148  ANKERWICK    CASTLE. 

whom  I  pleafed  to  bring  into  my  houfe  >— 

I  was  as  fond  of  M.  dame " 

**  Oh  d n  yourfondnefs,'*  interrupted 

he  ;  *'  you  ought,  I  think,  to  have  ftudied 
mankind  to  more  purpofe  than  to  think  a 
little  foohfli  fondnefs  will  do  away  injuries. 
But  this  I  tell  you,  you  have  a  powerful 
enemy  not  only  in  Madame,  but  alfo  in  her 
hufband  ,  and  I  am  very  much  miftaken  if 
there  is  not  fomcthing  hatching  againfh  us 
that  will  make  us  look  a  little  Iharp  :  and 
if  there  is,  you  may  thank  your  own  curfed 
pafTion  ;"  for  Temple  was  now  getting  Mrs. 
MarchiTiOnt  very  much  under  his  thumb. 

While  his  love  continued  unabated,  he 
treited  her  with  the  greateft  kindnefs  and 
refpedh ;  that  dlifolved,  he  ufed  her  like  a 
bear,  which,  for  fome  reafon  or  other,  flie 
was  obliged  to  furfcr  patiently.  He  left  her 
with  a  mind  ill  at  eafe  with  itfelf,  and 
ftrcllcd  to  Portman  Square,  where  Sir  Wil- 
liam WauHovv  had  a  fuperb  hou.'e  :  the 
flreet-door  was  open,   the  porter  was  off  his 

poft. 
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poft,  and  no  fervant  to  be  feen.  He  foftly 
tripped  up  flairs  ;  and  opening  the  door  as 
quietly  as  pofTible,  to  furprife  by  his  fud- 
den  appearance,  the  firfl  object  he  favv 
was  the  valet  leaping  from  the  fofa  where 
Lady  Mary  was  reclining.  Temple,  always 
mader  of  himfelf,  took  no  notice  of  the 
vakt,  and  gi^'ing  him  his  hat  and  cane  ia 
the  mofb  natural  manner  in  the  world,  told 
him  he  fhould  not  want  them  until  nine 
o'clock,  as  he  came  to  flay  dinner. 

As  foon  as  they  were  alone,  he  took  the 
place  of  the  valet  on  the  fofa,  and  read  her 
a  foft  ledure  on  her  paflion  for  Monfieur 
Chignon ;  (lie  laughed  at  the  idea,  and 
faid  (he  had  dropped  lier  llifLrs,  and  Chig- 
non was  taking  them  up. 

"  Take  care,*'  faid  he  ;  "  you  knew,  be- 
fore you  told  this  likely  tale,  I  fhould  give' 
it  no  credit ;  therefore,  prithee,  don't  be  at 
the  trouble  of  invention  on  this  occafion  : 
but  you  pay  both  Sir  William  and  m}  felf  a 
H  3  bad. 
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bad  compliment  in  taking  this  forry  fellow' 
to  your  affedlions/' 

Sir  William  coming  in  opportunely,  fhe 
was  faved  from  any  more  lectures  from  her 
old  lover.  In  the  evening  her  hair  was 
dreifed  by  Monfieur  Chi'^Ron,  and  at  ten 
o'clock  (he  got  into  her  vis-a-iJis,  and  was 
drove  to  Mrs.  Marchmont's,  where  was  to 
be  a  very  grand  route.  Temple  took  Sir 
V7illiam  to  the  club  the  latter  was  fo  par- 
tial to,  and  about  two  o'clock  they  arrived 
to  fup  in  Golden  Square.  Sir  William 
looked  rather  gloomy  ;  and  until  he  re- 
freflied  himfeif  with  two  pints  of  Madeira, 
nothing^  was  ever  fo  dull  as  the  Baronet. — 
It  was  a  matter  of  very  Uttle  confequence 
to  Lady  M-;ry  ;  (be  made  no  enquiries  into 
the  caufc  of  his  uneafiaefs,  and  entertained 
him.,  as  they  drove  home,  with  the  plan  of  a 
gala,  for  'Ahich  the  next  day  flie  (bould 
fend  out  cards. 

*'  Then/'  faid  he,   "  for  Heaven's  fake 
never  imitate  Mrs.  Marchmont,  for  this  has 

been 
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been  a  very  heavy  thing    to-night  !     My 
fpirits  are  quite  done  up." 

"  They  feemed   to  be   quite   done  up 
before  your  arrival." 

«*  Oh  no,  damme  !"  faid  he;  "  the  very 
look  of  the  rooms  throws  me  into  the  hor- 
rors,   and  tl.en   Mrs.   Marchmont   fo  tires 


me." 


*'  You  are  grown  quite  failidious,  my 
love,"  faid  fiie. 

The  carriage  flopped,  and  her  Ladyfhlp 
was  revived  by  a  tender  preiTure  from  the 
foft  hand  of  Monfieur  Chignon,  and  freed 
from  the  worflof  all  poffible  things,  a  con- 
jugal tete-a-tete  ;  and  flie  went  to  bed  with- 
out beftowing  a  thought  on  the  caufe  of 
uneafmefs  but  too  vifible  in  the  look  and 
manner  of  Sir  William. 

A  fenfible  wife  would   have  allied  other- 
wife  ;    a   tender   one  would  have    foothed 
him  ;  a  prudent  one  would  have   fought  to 
know  the  caufe,  the  lource  of  his  pain,  if  it 
H  4  w  as 
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was  only  to  prevent  mifchief  by  her  fage 
counfel  :  but  Lady  Mary  was  not  one  of 
thofe — Co  flie  went  to  fleep,  and  dreamt  of 
Monfieur  Chignon  and  the  Due  D'O 


CHAP.  VIL 


JL  HE  perfe6l  recovery  of  the  Duke  of 
Somerton  induced  Lord  Lovefdale  to  ac- 
quaint him  of  his  determination  to  go  to 
India  with  Mr.  Henry.  He  had,  for  fome 
time  before  he  left  Bath,  faid  how  much  he 
fhould  like  it.  What  we  call  preparatory 
converfations  are  often  of  ufe  ;  it  leads  the 
mind,  without  adually  fpeaking,  on  the 
very  fubjed  we  wifli  to  recommend.  In 
this  inllance  it  had  the  beft  puflible  effed ; 
for  on   the  Marquis's   returning  to  Bath, 

and 
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and  fpeaklng  out,  he  found  his  father 
not  fo  much  furprifed  as  he  exp  (51  .d.  The 
family  had  long  feen  the  ftate  of  mifery 
their  amiable  fon  was  reduced  to,  and  bit- 
terly lamented  that  they  themfelves  fhould 
have  Heen  the  primary  caufes  of  his  unhap- 
pinefs ; — they  faw  he  was  lofl  to  them,  to 
himfelf,  and  to  tbx  world  ;  they  did  not 
oppofe  what  they  thought  a  wild  and  hope- 
lefs  project — they  found  it  had  taken  forcible 
hold  of  his  imagination;  they  refleded  that 
reafon,  in  his  lltuation,  was  never  attended 
to  ;  they  wilhed  any  other  arrangement 
would  prove  as  effectual ;  they  faid  they 
feared  they  (hould  never  fee  him  more,  but 
that,  if  he  thought  it  would  bring  that  eafe 
to  his  mind  he  iouj^ht,  and  of  which  he  flood 
fo  much  in  need,  they  would  lubmlt. 

There  was  all  that  patient  pity,  that  deep 
regret,  which  might  be  expected  from  their 
great  affedlion.  The  conflict  was  indeed 
levere ;  and  in  the  contention  between 
Nature  and  Juftice,  the  latter  might  feem  to^ 
H  5  come 
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come  ofT  victorious,  and  ihe  did  fo,  for 
they  confented  ;  but  the  powerful  workings 
of  the  former  caufed  the  vidtory  without 
much  to  boafl :  and  the  Marquis  left  them 
ilill  more  ivretched  than  ever.  He  changed 
colour,  and  fighed,  as  if  to  throw  off  the 
expeded  preffure  from  his  heart ;  but  it 
would  not  do.  His  feeling  foul,  flruck  with 
the  kindnefs  of  his  revered  and  beloved  fa- 
mily, funk  into  the  deepeft  fadnefs. 

He  left  Bath  more  dead  than  alive  ;  and 
on  his  return  to  London,  bulled  himfelf  in 
preparations.  He  had  purchafed  the  com- 
miffionhe  was  in  treaty  for,  and  in  a  week 
they  were  to  embark. 

Every  heart  in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Beau- 
mont was  depreffed.  Lady  Middleton  fuf- 
fered  exceedingly  ;  flie  knew  herfelf  to  be 
the  caufe  of  this  wonderful  determination  of 
the  Marques.  Lady  Matilda  was  at  Bath, 
and  Lord  Lovef^lale  had  not  the  fatisfa(5tion 
of  feeing  her  married  : — Lord  Melville*s  con- 
5.  ^^^ 
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du6b  was  fiill  enveloped  in  n^ydery,  fo  that 
the  Marquis  had  r.ot  one  pleafing  retro- 
fpedlion.  His  faithful  fervant  Stanley 
would  attend  him.  This  good  man  faid  he 
had  enjoyed  eafe  and  luxury  with  his  dear 
Lord,  and  that  he  would  (hare  ail  the  dan- 
gers and  difficulties  of  war  with  him  ;  ha[;py 
if,  by  the  tendered  and  mod  dutiful  care, 
he  fhould  be  able  once  more  to  fee  hi.i  in 
England,  in  the  bofom  of  his  family  : — he 
would  then  be  repaid  for  any  harddiips  he 
fhould  endure  ;  that  thought  would  cheer 
him  v\hen  burning  under  a  meridi.m  (un,  or 
lying  beneath  the  unwholelbme  dewsof  tnof 
climates  ; — "  and  if  Heaven,"  faid  he,  "  To 
far  befriends  me  as  to  efcape  the  dreadful 
diforders  incident  to  Europeans,  my  dear 
Lord  fhall  find  a  fairhful  friend  and  fervant  to 
watch  over  and  fhield  him  from  thofe  dan- 
gers quick-eyed  adeclion  may  prevent." 

When  Stanley  ended,    Lord   Lovefdale 
turned  to  hide  tl:c  eliect  this  had  upon  him. 

11  6  «  Why," 
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"  Why/'  faid  he,  "  do  I   find  every  one 
fo  very  worthy  ?'* 


He  was  almofl:  forry  this  good  man's  at- 
tachment to  him  Ihould  lead  him  into  a  life 
fo  unfitting  for  him.  He  argued,  befought 
he  would  not  think  of  attending  him  to 
India,  but  flay  with  the  Duke  till  his  return  ; 
all  was  in  vain.  Stanley  was  not  to  be  dif- 
fuaded  from  his  refolution ;  the  Marquis 
therefore  v/ould  not  hurt  the  peace  and  feel- 
ings of  a  generous,  though  humble  mind  by 
infilling  on  what  he  knew  would  be  more  to 
his  advantage  ;  he  therefore  let  him  arrange 
the  matter  according  to  his  refined  feelings, 

"  Come  with  me  then,'*  faid  he,  "  and 
thy  honed  heart  fhall  meet  its  due  reward." 

"  I  thought  love  had  been  a  joyous  thing," 
quoth  my  uncle  Toby."—"  'Tis  the  mod 
ferious  thing,  an't  pleafe  your  Honour 
(fometimes),  that  is  in  the  world," 

Serious 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  I57 

Serious  indeed  did  the  amiable  Marquis, 

Mr.    Henry,    and   Mademoifclle  M 

find  it.  It  was  grievous  to  behold  the  fitua- 
tion  to  which  they  were  reduced.  The 
poignancy  of  Lord  Lovefdale's  feelings, 
which,  in  this  narrative,  we  have  often  taken 
notice  of,  can  eafily  be  imagined  by  the 
reader.  Mr.  Henry's  heart  was  manly,  but 
it  was  tender  to  the  moft  exquifite  degree. — 
He  loved  to  excefs,  and  felt  all  the  tortures 
natural  at  parting  with  an  obje6l  fo  beloved. 

Mademoifelie  M had  never  told  her 

love — 

"  But  let  concealment,  like  a  worm  i'  tli'  bud, 
<'  Feed  on  her  damafk  cheek," 

She  found  herfelf  fo  reduced  by  illnefs, 
that  a  fe\v  days  before  the  departure  of 
Henry,  llie  could  no  longer  fuftain  the 
conflid. 

"  I  will  go  to  my   beft  friend,"  faid  flie, 
*'  and  repofe  the  forrows  of  my  heart  in  her 

friendly 
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friendly  bofom.  She  will  pity,  confole,  and 
teach  me  how  to  bear  the  weight  of  my 
affliftions."— She  fought  Lady  Middleton  ; 
fhe  threw  herfelf  on  her  bofom. — "  Pity 
me,  my  bed  friend/'  fiid  fhe,  covered  with 
bliifhes,  *^  and  do  nor,  pray  do  not -think  ill 
of  me  for  having  a  too  fufceptible  heart.  I 
love  the  charming  Henry ;  it  is  not  re- 
turned, and  I  fhalldie  to  obliterate  my  fault." 

Here  a  fliower  of  tears  (lopped  all  utter- 
ance ;  Ibe  fled  for  comfort  where  Hie  was 
furc  to  find  it,  if  it  was  to  be  found.  But 
before  an  afHiccion  is  digeiled,  confolation 
ever  comes  too  foon  -,  and  after  it  is  digeded, 
it  comes  too  late.  There  is  but  a  mark  be- 
tween thefe  two,  as  fine  almoft  as  a  hair,  for  a 
comforter  to  take  aim  at." 

Yorick  himfelf  was  not  poiTefTed  of  more 
fcnfibility  than  Lady  Middleton.  She  felc 
the  full  appeal  made  to  her  feelings ;  fhe 
praifed  the  caridour  of  her  young  friend, 
thanked  her  for  the  confidence  Ihe  placed  ia 

her  i 
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her,   and  fald  there  was  nothing  unnatural  in 
the  attachment  fhe  confciTed. 

^'  He  is  worthy  of  you,  my  love,"  fiiid 
flie.  "  And  are  you  iure  Henry  feels  no  pre- 
ference for  you  ?  You  deceive  yourfelf^  for 
I  am  much  mifiaken  if  he  is  not  even  more 
partial.  Yes,  his  lacerated  foul  fuftcrs  tor- 
tures greater  than  your  own." 

This  was  the  comfort  that  raifed  the  droop- 
ing fpirits  of  Mademoifelle  iVT .  Nei- 
ther India,  nor  abfence,  nor  the  years  that 
might  intervene,  nor  any  other  circurnfiance, 
had  power  to  afflict  her.  If  Henry  loved, 
it  was  all  fhe  wifhed — it  was  that  fwcet  hope 
which  focthed  all  her  forrows ;  her  counte- 
nance at  once  brightened,  and  fhewed  the 
confolation  fhe  had  received. 

'^  Ah  !"  exclaimed  fhe,  "  why  did  I  not 
long  fmce  fly  to  dear  Lady  Middleton  ?  All 
mufl  be  happy  who  arc  regarded  by  her." 


I 
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'^  I  would  make  roy  fweet  friend  as  happy 
ns  I  am  myfelf ;  by  giviog  her  to  Henry,  I 
think  I  fhould  enfure  it." 

Here  Mademoi Telle  ag;ain  biirft  into 
tears;  her  mind  v/as  taken  captive; — 
(he  gloried  in  the  chains  (he  wore,  whea 
fhe  thought  he  who  bound  them  was  him- 
felf  immefiied.  That  nigh:  (he  enjoyed 
fweet  repofe  ;  her  dreaiVis  were  calm;  her 
foul  was  cheered  vvith  hope. 

"  Should  he  die  in  battle,"  fhe  exclaimed, 
*^  his  laft  thought  will  be  on  me;  our  hearts 
are  united.  I  vv'ill  mourn  my  whole  life  for 
him,  and  exiil  on  the  thought  that  I  was 
dear  to  him.  Her  looks  mended,  and  her 
eyes  refumed  their  former  lufbre.  She 
prefTed  the  hand  of  Lady  Middleton  on 
meeting  her  at  breakfaft.  Henry's  looks 
were  as  much  improved  as  Mademoiielle's  ; 
he  addrelTed  her  with  more  freedom  than  he 
had  ever  done ;  and  Mrs.  Markham  re- 
marked that  they  were  both  paler  and  thin- 
ner, but  no  oiher  traces  of  dilbrder  remained*. 

A  riding 
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A  riding  party  was  fpoken  of  the  night 
before ;  the  ladies  were  in  habits,  the  gen- 
tlemen in  boots  J  the  day  delightful,  and 
they  fet  off  afcer  breakfafl.  Henry  con- 
trived to  engag-e  Mademoifelle  in  a  tete-a- 
tete^  the  fubjecl  of  which  the  reader  will  be 
acquainted  with,  when  we  inform  hun  that 
both  Mr.  Beaumont  and  Lady  Middleton 
v/ifhed  the  conneclion  from  the  moment  they 
perceived  the  attachment  j  but  Henry's 
honour  obliged  him  to  go  to  India — that 
could  not  be  put  off,  or  laid  afide.  How- 
ever, they  were  refolded  to  make  both  par- 
ties as  happy  as  thefe  circumflances  would 
admit.  Certain  of  a  mutual  love,  they  were 
convinced  they  would  bear  abfence  better 
than  were  they  in  doubt ;  and,  to  contribute 
as  much  to  their  felicity  as  they  could,  Lady 
Middleton,  on  quitting  Mademoifelle,  fought 
Henry.  She  found  him  alone  3  fhe  took 
his  hand. 

"  Henry,'*  faid  flie,  leading  him  to  a  feat, 
"you  arc  going  in  a  few  days  to  quit  us  i  I 

feci 
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feel  for  you  as  a  mother  for  a  dear  aad  only 
fon — for  your  friend  the  Marquis,  as  a  be- 
loved brother.  The  evident  unhappinefs 
of  two  people  fo  dear  to  Mr.  Beaumont  and 
myfelf  makes  us  miferable.  We  know  the 
cauie  of  Lovefdale's,  and  mourn  for  him  j 
but  your's,  Henry,  from  whence  does 
your's  pcceed  ?'* 

Henry  threw  himfeif  on  his  knees  ;  his 
whole  face  crimfoned ;  he  blu(hed  to  his 
fingers'  ends. 

*'  Did  ourages  permit,  Lady  Middleton,'* 
faid  he,  "  and  were  I  fo  bleffed  as  to  call 
you  mother,  Henry  would  long  fmce  have 
repofcd  in  your  bread  the  fecret  of  his  for- 
rows  :  but  when  he  confiders  what  he  is? 
that  fecret  ihould  remain  for  ever  in  his 
own.** 

"  Rife,'*  faid  fhe,  "  and  hear  me.*' 

He  obeyed,  and  fat  befide  her. 

''  In 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  I  6  J 

*«  In  every  member  of  this  houfe,  Henry," 
faid  (he,  "  neither  birth  the  mod  exalted, 
nor  the  greatefl:  riches,  could  raife  you  in 
efleem.  In  the  world's  eye  they  may  be 
advantages  ;  and  for  that  Vvorld,  I  wiili  you 
may  one  day  find  yourfelf  the  poileffor  of 
them.  That  you  have  thofe  virtues  and 
talents  that  would  reflect  honour  on  any 
family,  I  hope  you  know  to  be  our  fenti- 
ments  of  you  ;  and,  were  it  agreeable  to 
you,  we  Vv'ould  propofe  a  connexion  on 
your  return  that  will  enfure  you  happinefs 
the  mofl;  complete.  When  you  are  inclined 
to  marry,  we  would  wifh  to  lead  your 
thoughts  to  my   agreeable   friend,    Made- 

moifelle  M .      We   fhall  take  upon 

us  your  eflabliQiment,  fliould  the  myftery 
that  hangs  over  your  birth  be  then  unre- 
vealed.'* 

The  tranfported  Henry  was  again  on  his 
knees. 

"  Could 
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«  Could  I  have  thought,"  faid  he, '« that 
the  penetrating  eye  of  Lridy  Middleton 
would  not  inforai  her  of  the  only  fecret  I 
fhould  ever  thhik  of  keeping  from  her  !  The 
weight  of  obligation  you  have  laid  on  me 
forbids  words.  But  Oh  !  believe  that  my 
whole  foul  is  filled  with  wonder  at  fucli 
tranfcendent  goodnefs." 

"  Go  to  Maden^oifelie,"  faid  me,  ^'  and 
pour  out  your  heart  to  her ;  and  may  you 
both,  thopgh  at  a  diftant  period,  be  as  happy 
as  you  defer ve!'' 

Saying  this,  fiie  left  the  room. 

Henry  could  hardly  credit  his  fenfes ; — 
his  eyes  followed  her  ;  and  when  (lie  fnut 
the  door,  they  were  fixed  on  the  fpace  ("he 
had  jufl  occupied. 

"  Has  Lady  Middleton  not  commanded 
me  to  rhe  prefence  of  her  I  have  Ion  >  loved  r" 
faid  he. — ^'  Can  1  then  loiter  ?  No  !  1  will 

fly: 
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fly :  perhaps  her  gentle  bofom  will  not  re- 
jedt  my  faithful  heart.'* 

He  went  in  purfuit  of  her,  and  found  her 
TeRing  with  her  head  on  her  hand,  and  a 
book  laying  on  the  table  before  her.  She 
ftarted  on  perceiving  him  ;  (he  looked  upon 
him  with  ej^es  full  of  tenJcrnefs  and  expref- 
fion  j  they  pofTefTed  all  the  powers  oftafci- 
nation,  and  Henry  gazed  upon  her  with 
all  that  admiration  and  love  that  fpeak  more' 
forcibly  than  words.  She  fmiled  upon  him; 
a  faint  blufh  fp.read  itfelf  over  her  whole 
face  ;  not  a  word  was  Ipoken  ;  his  cheeks 
flufhed,  and  brilliant  im.agination  danced  in 
his  eyes  ;  he  threw  hmiielf  on  his  knees  ; 
he  held  her  hands  in  his.  There  need  no 
rhetoric,  no  ornament  of  fpcech,  to  varnifh 
a  tale  of  happinefs.  Here  were  j)lain  fimple 
nature,  and  pallion  without  art.  The  dif- 
ferent turns  of  their  dilpofitions  were  woven 
together ;  and  a  remembrance  of  thefe 
foft  moments  enabled  them  to  bear  abfence, 

and 
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and   fli Often    the    long    fpace    that    would 
foon  lay  between  them. 

When  the  mind  has  long  dwelt  on  a 
calamity  which  a  heated  imagination  paints 
as  impoflible  to  furmount,  it  is  furpriiing 
of  what  little  moment  are  circumftances, 
which  in  themfelves  feem  mofl  unpromifing. 
The  riding  party  was  the  mod  pleafant  Mr. 
Henry  and  Mademoifelle  ever  partook  of; 
they  were  feparated  from  all  the  reft  for  feve- 
ral  hours  ; — future  plans  of  happinefs  were 
fpoken  of;  Oakley  Park,  and  rural  plea- 
fures  after  the  fatigues  of  war,  were  the 
objects  of  their  fanguine  hopes ;  and  they 
parted  with  an  enthufiaftic  belief  that  they 
fhould  again  meet,  and  be  happy — they 
kept  up  each  other's  fpirits  to  the  laft. 

"  1  fliail  pray,  my  Henry,"  faid  fl"5e, 
*'  for  you  inccftantly  ;  and  Oh  !  may  you 
enjoy  that  health  and  happinefs,  which,  if 
you  have  not,  I  fhall  want." 

They 


ANKERWICK     CASTLE.  167 

They  all  went  down  to  Portfmoutli,  and 
faw  them  embark.  They  had  the  lad  mo- 
ments together ;  and  when  they  fet  off 
again  for  town,  the  fad  image  of  forrow  ia 
the  noble  Marquis  and  the  beloved  Henry 
occupied  every  thought  of  each  individual 
for  the  whole  journey,  and  many  days 
after.  It  was  thought  better  to  appear  In 
public,  and  the  firft  place  they  went  to  was 
the  Opera. 

* 

Lord  Lovefdale's  going  to  India  in  the 
character  of  a  foldier  was  a  topic  much 
talked  of  in  the  upper  circles,  and  various 
were  the  different  opinions  on  fo  extraordi- 
nary a  matter.      The  Due  D'O made 

it  his  theme  to  Lady  Middleton,  and 
launched  out  a  little  too  copioufly  on  the 
flrangenefs  of  the  fubject,  and  alked  if  it 
was  with  the  confcnt  of  the  Duke  his  father. 

"  Some  affair,  I  fuppofc,"  faid  he,  "  fome 
unfortunate   and   hopelefs   attachment   has 

thus 
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thus  hurried  him   from  his    country    and 
friends." 


During  thefe  particular  remarks,  he  kept  a 
ileady  eye  on  her  ;  but  confcious  innocence 
Ihewed  him  a  countenance  free  from  fear. 
She  talked  naturally  on  the  fuhjed,  though 
rather  gravely,  and  he  was  glad  to  give  up 
any  further  invcftigation  ;  he  felt  relieved 
by  the  abfence  of  Lord  Lovefdale,  though 
he  plainly  faw  he  was  nothing  more  to  Lady 
Middleton  than  an  intimate  and  regarded 
friend. 

The  papers  the  next  day  mentioned  Lady 
Middleton  having  been  at  -  the  Opera,  la- 
mented the  alteration  in  her  looks,  and 
obferved  that  the  attention  of  two  great 
perfonages  could  not  cheer-  away  the  me- 
lancholy that  clouded  her  fine  countenance. 

Mr.  Beaumont  had  received  two  anonj^- 
mous  letters,  warning  him  of  his  Lady's 
attachment     but    too    evident     for   Lord 

Lovefdale, 
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Lovefdale,  and  containing  all  that  may  be 
fiippofed  to  be  laid  on  that  fubjed  by  the 
writers  of  fuch  letters ;  but  Mr.  Beaumont 
burnt,  and  thought  of  them  no  more. — 
One  day  a  third  of  the  fame  kind  was 
brought  him,  as  he  was  going  to  the  Houfe  } 
he  fmiled  on  reading  it,  put  it  into  the  fire, 
and  ftepping  into  the  coiich,  he  preffed  the 
hand  of  excellence,  and  pitied  the  depravity 
of  man.  Lady  Middleton  returned  the 
preiTare,  and  fweetly  fmilingon  him,   faid — 

"  How  produclive  to  all  nature  is  the 
genial  warmth  of  th";s  day  !  How  much  I 
■fhould  like  going,  to  Ankcrwick  Cadie  ! — 
The  feafon  is  now  comins:  on  that  I  take 
fuch   delight  in  the  charms  of  the  country." 

"Oh,  ho;v  I  long  to  get  there  !"'  faid 
M  ad e m  oi fel ic ,  forro wfu i  1  y . 

"  We  cannot,  I  fear,  before  June,"  fiid 
Mr.  Beaumont. 

Wheh'thcy  had  fet  him  down,  they  drove 

to  H} do  Park;  ard   though   it   was   early, 

VOL.  III.  I  they 
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ihcy  went  into  Kenfington  Gardens,  where 
the  heat  of  the  fun  enfivened  every  objedt, 
and  unfolded  the  delicate  tints  of  the 
children  of  Spring  : — 

'*  Nor  rural  fights  alone,  but  rural  founds, 
*'  Exhilarr.te  the  Tplrit,  and  reftore 
**  The  toneof  lar^iiid  Nature." 

Both  the^e  divine  Vv^omen  felt  the  truth  of 
thefe  lines  of  Co-.v;er ;  they  were  delighted 
with   the  fweet  notes  that  were   chanted  on 

every  tree ;  and  Madeiioifelle  M ,  fitting 

down  on  a  retired  bench  to  enjoy  them, 
begged  that  Lady  Middieton  and  Lady 
Sandford  would  walk  without  her,  and  pafs 
by,  on  their  return  to  the  coach,  the  fame 
way,  when  the  would  again  join  them. 

Mr.  Temple  happened  to  have  gone  into 
the  gardens  after  thefe  ladies,  and,  without 
beirig  feen,  he  watched  their  motions ;  he 
faw  her  fit  on  the  bench,  and  left  by  her 
friends ;  fne  took  out  a  pidure,  and  wept 
bitterly. 

«  Were 
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"  Were  thofe  tears  Ihed  for  mc/'  faici 
he  to  himfelf,  ''  I  (hould  lay  afide  all  my 
improprieties,  and  take  this  lovely  maid  to 
fome  rural  cot,  and  there  live  on  love." 

Some  other  plans,  however,  wormed 
themfelves  into  the  head  of  Temple  during 
his  foiiloquy  and  thoughts  of  amendment, 
ruminating  on  the  charms  of  xVIademoifelle  ; 

and  he  had  time  enough  to  digeft  them_ ; 

for  the  ladies  took  a  long  walk.  Short  were 
the  mom.ents,  and  rapidly  they  flew  with 
her,  loft  in  the  contemplation  of  the  manly 
graces  and  virtues  of  her  Henry.  They 
at  length  returned  home,  Mademoifelb 
eagerly  wifliing  to  repeat  her  vifit  there 
every  day,  which  her  friends  were  much 
pleafed  at,  as  they  thought  it  would  bz 
greatly  conducive  to  her  health,  and  ilie  was 
now  become  fo  dear  to  every  one  of  the  fa- 
mily, that  they  took  the  fincereft  interefc  in 
every  thing  tliat  concerned  her. 

1 2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Beaurr-cnt  rode  on  horfeback  every- 
day before  breakfail ; — he  thought  time  too 
valuable  a  pofieiTion  to  be  fportcd  with  ;  he 
poiiclTed  too  many  bleiPings  to  wade  a  m.o- 
ir.ent  cf  an  exigence  both  fliort  and  uncer- 
tain ;  and  in  him,  who  was  allowed  to  enjoy 
fo  many  fources  of  real  happinefs,  he 
thought  it  v.ould  'be  ungrateful  to  that 
Being,  by  whofe  bounty  he  vj:xs  fo  greatly 
favoured.  He  was  full}'  fenfible  of  this 
truth,  •*  To  eiijoy  is  tj  obey." 

Hew  fortunate  it  is  wdien  men  of  the 
greatefl  genius,  and  to  whom  power  is  given, 
have  ftrong  propenfities  to  virtue  ;  for  when 
they  unite,  they  m.ake  any  form  ufeful,  and 
any  information  interefting.  Every  thing 
comes  with  redoubled  force  from  luch  cha- 
racters ;  (or  many  have  been  preferved,  as 
well  as  ruined  by  example. 

One  day,  far  advanced  in  April,  he 
quitted  his  horfe,  and  feeing  a  footman  in 
his  own  livery,  he  aiked  which  of  his. fimily 

wefe 
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were  in   the  gardens  ?    He    was  anfwered, 

Mademoilelie    M .      He    was    this 

morning  accompanied  by  a  gentleman  he 
was  very  fond  of,  and  whofe  panegyric 
Monfieur  Reynhault  was  very  eloquent  in  to 
the  governante,  the  morning  fhe  was  feafl- 
ing  on  his  very  beft  confedionary,  if  the 
reader  will  pieafe  to  look  back  on  the  com- 
panion of  Sir  William  Wani]pw,  Mr. 
Bentley. 

"  Come,  Bentley,"  fald  Mr,  Beaumont,. 
'^  we    will  go  in   purfjit  of  Ivlademoirelle 

M J  and  bring  her  home  to  breakfaft, 

for  it  IS  time,*'  looking  at  his  watch,  and 
feeing  it  was  pail  ten  ;  *'  I  have  exceeded  my 
time,  for  ten  is  the  breakfail  hour." 

They  walked  therefore  very  fad  through 
the  gardens,  and  were  much  Ibrprifed  at 
not  meeting  her.  Mr.  Beaumont  began  to 
feel  unealy.     Mr.  Bentley  ftopped. 


''  HuQi  !"  f.iid  he;  *'  don't  you  hear  a 
thicket  ?*' 
1  J  They 


rullling  noife  in  that  thicket  ?*' 
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They  indantly  went  into  it,  and  faw  a 
man  ftruggling  with  a  woman.  They  were 
got  pretty  clofe  before  the  mian  perceived 
them ;  but  the  moment  he  did,  he  leaped 
up,  and  ran  ofF,  as  hard  as  he  could,  and 
trufted  to  the  fwiftnefs  of  his  feet  to  fave 
him  from  an  eclairciflenlent  on  the  bufmefs. 

"  Go,  Bentley,"  faid  Mr.  Beaumont, 
*'  to  the  affiftance  of  the  lady,  and  I  (hall 
go  alter  that  villain,  whoever  he  is." 

Mr.  Beaumont  was  remarkable  at  almoft 
all  exercifes,  and  he  ran  like  a  deer.  He 
foon  overtook  his  objed,  and,  to  his  utter 
aftcniihment,  found  it  to  be  Mr.  Tem.ple, 
whom  he  inftantly  collared. 

"  Your  running  off,  Sir,'*  faid  he,  "  in- 
duces me  to  treat  you  thus  roughly ;  and  I 
Ihali  take  the  liberty  of  holding  you  in 
cuftody  until  I  enquire  farther  into  this 
matter.*' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


Jr  ROM  the  moment  Temple  found  hiin- 
felf  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Beaumont,  he 
gave  himfelf  up  for  loft.  His  impious 
coward  foul  no  loxHgcr  dared  to  look  for 
fafety  ;  he  trembled  from  head  to  foot,  and 
in  this  condition  was  brought  up  to  Mr. 
Bentley  and  the  lady,  who,  upon  approach- 
ing near,  was  difcovered  to  be  Mademoi- 
felie  M . 

Mr.  Beaumont  was  a  cool,  fleady,  brave 
man — it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  put  him 
into  a  palTion  ;  but  here  was  a  fcene  fuf- 
ficient  to  have  raifed  and  worked  up  placi- 
dity itfelf. 

I  A  "Is 
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"  Is  this  your  pre}'  ?"  Hud  he,  looking 
farioully  at  Temple,  who,  pale  and  breath- 
lefs,  did  not  articulate  a  word. — '*  I  found 
this  lady,''  faid  Mr.  Bentley,  "  with  a  hand- 
kerchief tied  tight  acrofs  her  mouth,  which 
could  not  have  been  on  many  minutes,  as, 
when  taken  off,  the  m.ark  looked  quite  freili 
on  her  cheeks." 

Here  Mademoifelie,  for  it  was  no  other, 
overcome  wath  fright,  quietly  funk  between 
them  on  the  ground,  and  became  totally 
fenfelefs.  Words  cannot  defcribe  the  feel- 
ings of  the  two  gentlemen. 

«*  This,"  faid  Mr.  Beaumont,  ''  is  Lady 
Middleton''s  deareil  friend,  whom  we  came 
to  feek." 

"  Is  it  poflibie  ?"  laid  Mr.  Bentley. 

She  began  now  to  fnew  fome  fignS  of  hfe  ; 
they  brought  her  to  a  bench  3  and  when  (lie 
v\  ai  able  to  fpeak,  fhe  faid — 

«   What 
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"  What  kind  angel  brought  you  into  the 
gardens  juft  time  enough  to  lave  me  V 

"  Oh  tell  me,"  faid  Mr.  Beaumont, 
"all  that  has  happened  !" 

She,  in  a  very  faint  voice,  laid  fl:ie  had 
walked  pretty  quick  from  the  gate,  where 
file  had  left  her  fervant.  She  had  got  near 
the  clump  of  trees  they  found  her  in  ;  iLe 
had  ilooped  to  take  a  little  pebble  or.t  of 
lier  llioe,  when  fuddenly  fhe  found  lome- 
body  behind  l^er,  v/ho  held  her  head  with  a 
handkefchief,,  and  got  it  in  a  moment  into 
htr  mouih  ;  that  he  had  hurried  her  for- 
ward ;  tliat  Ihe  had  itruggled  as  m-uch  as 
file  could,  but  ^^q  had  not  the  power  to 
call  for  aid  ;  and  that  he  had  ju^t  got  her 
into  the  place  they  found  her  in,  when  their 
FiOife^  flie  fuppofed,  made  him  inftantly 
quit  iier. 


''  Thank  Heaven,''  faid  Mr.  Beaumont^ 
we  did    come  !     Did  he   otfer   you  any- 
farther  rudenefs  ?" 


a 


IS-        "  No;» 
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"  No/'  faid  Mademoifelle  ;  "  he  had  not 
time ;  or  what  treatment  might  I  not  have 
expeded  ?'* 

'*  What  have  you  to  fay  for  yourfelf,  Sir?" 
faid  Mr.  Beaumont.'* 

*'  That  I  have  long  adored  Mademoifelle 

M j  ever  lince  I  faw  her  at  Waltham 

Cail^le  I  have  been  her  ilave.  I  meant  no 
,otherwife  to  ill-treat  her  than  frightening 
her  into  a  confent  of  marriage, 

*'  Villain  !  miean,  equivocating  villain  V* 
faid  Mr.  Beaumont. 

He  had  a  cutting  whip  in  his  hand,  and 
he  did  not  fpare  it  on  the  face  and  (boulders 
of  Temple,  who  made  the  beft  of  his  way 
out  of  the  gardens,  not  quite  fo  great  a  hero 
as  at  his  entrance  into  them. 

Mademoifelle,  whofe  drefs  had  fuffered 
veiy  little,  was  put  into  her  carriage,  into 
which  the  gentlemen  got,  and  returned  to 
Piccadilly.      It   was  thought  necelTary   to 

keep 
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keep  this  a  profound  fecret,  left  Lady  Mid- 
dleton  Qiould  be  alarmed  for  the'fafetyof 
Mr.  Beaumont,  in  cafe  of  a  rencontre  with 
Mr.  Temple,  who  might  pofiibly  refent  the 
merited  caftigation  he  had  received  ;  but  he, 
moft  Chriftian-like,  refleding  on  the  hei- 
noufnefs  of  the  crime  of  taking  the  life  of  a 
fellow- creature,  told  Mrs.  Marchmcnt  and 
his  friend  Sir  William  he  was  unexpededly 
called  into  the  country,  and  quitted  London 
the  following  day,  determined  not  to  put 
himfelf  in  the  way  of  any  of  the  Middleton 
family ;  and  his  only  remorfe  was,  that  his 
plan  was  fo  execrably  bad,  that  it  muft  have 
been  totally  impracticable,  without  her 
own  confent,  to  carry  her  off  from  fo  public 
a  place  as  Kenfmgton  Gardens,  and  of  courie 
his  proje6t  muft  have  failed  ;  but  defpair  of 
ever  finding  another  opportunity,  after  being 
on  the  watch  fo  long,  hurried  him  to  an 
attempt  which  was  next  to  an  impoilibility 
to  fucceed  in. 

I  6  Mr. 
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Mr,  Beaumont  waited  ;  his  friend,  Mr. 
Bentley,  expected  to  be  called  on  as  his 
fecond  :  but  Teiijple  was  more  than  an 
hundred  miles  fro;ii  London  before  they 
gave  up  the  matter  ;  nor  did  he  bellow  a 
thought  on  any  individ  ;a!  of  the  Midjleton 
family,  excepting  Mademoifelie,  for  whom 
his  paflion  burned  fiercer  than  ever.  He 
folaced  himfelf  /ith  the  utmoft  indifference 
at  Briftol  Weils,  as  he  was  perfectly  regard- 
lefs  of  cenfure,  but  had  a  moft  delicate  fenfe 
of  perfonai  danger ;  and  when  that  was  in 
quefcion,  v;as  of  a  moft  pliable  difpofit ion. — - 
He  enjoyed  an  excellent  conftitution,  a  good 
fortune,  and  all  tliofe  pleafures  riches  are 
fuppofed  to  bring  a  man  of-  his  character, 
and  he  was  refolved  to  enjoy  them  as  long 
as  he  could  ;  he  found.»enough  to  flatter 
and  fav/n  upon  him,  and  mofl  of  his  plea* 
fures  were  within  his  reach. 

Poor  Mademoifelle's  hurry  of  fpirits 
brought  on  a  fever,  from  which  ihe  nar- 
rowly efcaped  with  her  life  :.  her  recovery 
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was  very  flow  ;  the  (liock  ilie  received  had 
the  mod  alarming  e5::ds.  Lady  Middle- 
ton  was  abfolutely  petrified  on  hearing  of 
thefcene  in  Kenhngton  Gardens ;  it  became 
now  her  fludy  ir^ore  than  ever  to  meliorate 
every  painful  fenfatioa  in  the  boibm  of  her 
beloved  friend.- 

Mrs.  Marchmont  had,  for  fome  time, 
been  attached  to  a  very  young  man,  whom 
ilje  had  been  very  liberal  to,  but,  for  want 
of  her  ftithfal'governante,  h.e  v^as  difcovered 
going  at  a  very  early  hour  out  of  her  houfe. 
The  ilory  went  abroad;  fhe  parted  with 
the  domeftic  v/ho  difcovered  it,  and,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  week,  few  of  the  whole  circle  of 
her  acquaintance  were  ignorant  of  it ; — b'lt 
ftill,  thou;<h  it  ©ave  her  the  created  uneafi- 
ncfs,  Ihe  continued  her  attachment  to  her 
young  favourite,  and  indulged  herielf  with 
his  company  ofcener  than  prudence  could 
jufcify.  She  had  expended  large  fums  on 
thisr;entlcman,  who  launched  out  in  all  forts 
of  extravagance  and  diilipation.  Her 
6  beauty 
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beauty  was  going  off,  her  bloom  was  fading, 
yet  ilill  (he  was  agreeable  to  many  ;  and 
while  (he  was  willing  to  fupply  him  with 
money,  he  was  able  to  perfuade  her  (he  was 
a  Venus. 

It   is  very  unaccountable,  yet   not  lefs 
true,  that   our  moil  favourite  propenfities 
give    way  to    love — even  avarice  itfeif,   of 
v^hich   Mrs.  March mont  was  a  ftrong  in- 
ftance  :  for  though  her  principal  ftudy  was 
amaffing  wealth,    (lie    now  lavilhed    it   on 
this  young  man  with  heedlefs  extravagance. 
She   wafted  immenfe  fums    on    him,    and 
never  thought  (he  gave  him  enough.      To 
keep   herfelf  up,    however,    flill   with    the 
world,  (lie  gave  the  moft  fplendid  routes  and 
balls.     There   were  fome  ccolnefs  and  dif- 
affedlion    among   her   acquaintance,  v»:hich 
mortified  and   hurt   her  very   much ;    but 
where  Lady   Mary  Wanflow  attended,    (lie 
was  fure  to  bring  numbers  of  the  thought- 
lefs  and  vicious.     Deep  play  began  to  be  a 
necelTary  attendant  on  her  houie  ^  for  with- 
out 
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out  it  fhe  forefavv  fhe  fhoald  foon  be  de- 
ferted.  Here  Sir  William,  in  the  thought- 
lefs  levity  oF  his  heart,  loft  immenfe  fums  ; 
and  Mrs.  Marchniont  herfelf  was  not  by 
any  means  luccersful,  which  was  a  caufe  of 
fome  uneafinefs  between  the  lovers,  as  he 
preferred  fpendirg  her  money  himfelf,  to 
fuxferingher  tobie  it  at  play  :  and  fuch  was 
his  influence  over  her,  that  fhe  often  de- 
fcended  to  equivocating  fhifts,  to  diiguife 
from  him  what  he  now,  confcious  of  his 
power,  but  too  lliarply  would  reprove. 

Summer  now  coming  on,  he  infilled  on 
her  thinking  of  fome  v/atering  place,  where 
ihe  could  take  her  fon,  and  that  he  would 
follow  her  there.  Poor  Mrs,  Marchmont 
could  not  object  to  any  of  his  arrange- 
ments;  and  they  fixed  on  Brighthelmftone, 
as  bathing  in  the  fea  would  be  produdive  of 
health  and  flrength  to  the  young  Earl  of 
Bclmore, 


Sir 
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Sir  William  Wanllov  had  been  taught 
to  think  it  the  moft  Gothic  thing  in  nature 
to  reficle  at  his  own  country  feat  during  any 
part  of  the  fu  nmer.  A  month  at  Chriflmas 
indeed  was  neceffary,  v/hich  gave  the  town 
time  to  fill,  and  then  a  large  party  and  a 
Theatre  was  quite  the  go,  to  pafs  away  that 
dreary  month.  A  Theatre  then  he  deter- 
mined to  have,  and  he  fent  down  to  Wan- 
ilow  Park  proper  people  to  condacl  all  the 
neceiTaries  for  it.  Private  Theatres  about 
this  time  arriving  at  perfeftion  amongft 
the  oreat.  Sir  William  was  refoived  he 
vvcu  d  not  be  outfnone  ;  bLit  he  agreed  to 
attend  Lady  Mary  to  Brighton,  as  had 
been  previoufty  fettled  by  her  Ladyihip  and 
Mrs.  Marchmont. 

Temple's  abfence  was  a  dreadful  blow  to 
Sir  William  ;  for  he  began  to  ieel  the  ab- 
foiute  neceility  of  raifing  a  fre(h  fupply  of 
money,  his  agent  comiplaining  tliat  he  had 
overdrawn  him,  and  thac  he  pofilively  could 
not  aniwer  another  draught.      Agents  are 

iome  times. 
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fometlmes  very  troublefonie  people ;  for 
though,  when  they  find  they  have  a  giddy 
young  man  to  deal  with,  they  will  advance, 
by  being  allowed  a  certain  compliment  for 
fo  doing ;  yet,  when  their  erhployer  gets  on 
too  fall,  they  are  obliged  firll  to  reaion- 
ftrate,  point  out  the  difficulty  of  coUeding 
the  rents,  fliew  how  much  they  are  in  ad- 
vance in  confcquence  of  the  backward nefs 
of  the  tenants,  and  at  laft  put  a  final  ftop  to 
their  anfwering  any  farther  bills,  except 
imder  certain  confiderations,  which  they 
well  know,  from  diftrefs,  muft  be  complied 
with  ;  at  the  fame  time  taking  good  care 
the  money  fliall  be  forthcomjng  from  the 
eftate  prior  to  the  bills  becoming  due. — 
Tliofe  gentlemen  agents,  at  critical  periods, 
of  which  they  are  the  beft  judges,  in  gene- 
ral prove  very  cautious  ;  and  poor  Sir  Wil- 
liam's was  a  very  cautious  one.  Some 
people,  indeed,  went  fo  far  as  to  fay  more 
of  him  J  but  one  of  his  maxims  was,  that  a 
man  without  money  can  do  nothing — a  man 
with  money  every  thing.      Befidcs,  he  had 

a  fcru- 
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a  fcruple  of  confcience  ; — Sir  William  was 
fpending  too  faft  ;  and  he  would  not  be 
accefTary  to  the  ruin  of  the  heir  of  that 
family,  to  whom  he  owed  much  the  greater 
part  of  what  he  pofTcffed,  by  fupplying  him. 
This  indeed,  coming  from  him,  hurt  the 
credit  of  his  employer;  but  that  was  not  to 
be  the  good  agent's  confideration,  particu- 
larly as  it  in  a  great  meafure  obliged  Sir 
William  to  have  recourfe  to  him  alone,  who 
had  his  welfare  at  heart,  and  would,  if  it 
muft  be  fo,  fupply  him  on  more  liberal 
terms  than  common  money-lenders.  Mr. 
Temple  being  out  of  town,  Sir  William  wa^ 
obliged  to  apply  to  this  agent  to  raife  ten 
thoufand  pounds,  who,  after  a  great  deal  of 
difficulty  and  expencein  raifingit,  fold  him- 
felf  out  of  the  funds,  got  a  mortgage  on 
Wanllow  for  it,  and  tenants  made  over  to 
pay  the  intereft. 

The  Theatre  now  went  on  with  fpirit,  and 
at  Brighton  Sir  William  WaniloA^  and  Lady 
were  quite  the  go.     The  old  ilory  of  Mrs. 

Marchmont's 
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Marchmoiit*s  gallant   paying  his   addrefTes 
to  her  went  round  every  circle ;  but,  being 
of  Lady  Mary  Wanflovv's  party,  (he  found 
no  difficulty  in  being  received. — Thus  things 
were  going  on  as  agreeably  as  they  could 
wifh   at   Brighton,     where    we    (hall    leave 
them  to  enjoy  themfelves,  while  we  attend 
Mr.  Beaumont   and  family   to  Ankerwick 
Caftle.     They  arrived  there  juft  in  time  for 
the  wedding  of  Mr.  Wentworth   and  Mifs 
Wilmot,  and  (laid  a  fortnight  longer  than 
thev  intended,    to   entertain   the    weddinsr 
party ;    for   there  were    few  famihes  more 
highly  elleemed  by  then   than    Mr.    Wil- 
mot's.       They    were   under   a  promlic  of 
accompanying  Lord  and  Lady  Sandfjr-1  to 
Appleby,     on    her    Ladyfhip's    firft    going 
there.     The  happinels  and  uniformly  good 
conduct   of    Lord    Sandiord    refleded    the 
higheft  honour   on  his    heart,    and  plainly 
fliewed  that  the  Duke  of  Devon  knew  his 
character  better  than  the  world. 

Poor 
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Poor  Mademoifelle  M was  in- 
finitely recovered  by  the  journey  and  ths 
air  of  Ankerv,/ick  Caftlc.  She  was  enli- 
vened by  the  agreeable  memorial  of  every 
thing  that  had  given  her  pleafure  when  fhe 
v/>3  lad  there.  All  /he  now  fav/  brought 
Mr.  Henry  to  her  remembrance  ;  his  pic- 
ture^  which  hung  in  Mr.  Selwin's  apartment, 
was  vifited  every  day  j  fhe  heard  his  praifes 
from  every  tonfuie  : — his  horfes,  when  fhe 
walked  into  the  Piirk  where  they  were  con- 
figned  until  his  return — his  dogs,  that  played 
with  and  fav/ned  on  her — and  his  beautiful 
barge,  in  which  (he  had  pafTed  fo  many 
happy  days  on  the  lake  with  him,  all  were 
as  fo  many  friends  to  her.  The  v/hole  fa- 
mily talked  freely  of  him  to  her.  Thefe 
different  indulgences  had  the  happieft  effect  i 
and  we  may  fay,  he  v^as  more  like  the  be- 
loved hufband  of  this  amiable  woman  than  a 
lover.- 

The   wedding  party  went    to  Appleby, 
where  all  the  Devon  family  were  expected  ; 
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snd  -the  fccond  Ton  of  Lord  Seal  v;as  to  be 
in  England  in  the  Autumn.  Pie  had  mar- 
ried an  Englifh  lady  abroad,  and  the  family 
received  very  good  accounts  of  him. 

Lady  Ann  Berkley's  health  was  q-iite  re- 
ftcred  by  the  prefcriptions  of  Mr.  Beau- 
monr,  who  found  her  complaint  proceeded, 
from  worms.  Mer  looks' improved  as  much 
as  her  fpirits ;  fue  was  no  longer  known  to 
be  the  fame  perfon ;  and  Lord  Seal  was 
amply  rccom^penfcd  by  her  care  and  aficc- 
tion  for  the  lufo  of  Lady  Alzry.. 

Mr.  Bendey  feemed  to  pay  that  atten- 
tion to  Lady  Ann  at  a  very  early  period  of 
trie  winter,  which  promifed'  fomcthing  fcri- 
oiis ;  and  prior  to  the  Duke's  leaving  town, 
his  propofais  were  accepted.  Lord  Seal 
added  thirty  thoufand  pounds  to  the  twenty 
thoufand  left  by  Lady  Seal,  and  the  Duke 
of  Devon  alfo  f^ave  her  an  addition  of  ten 
thoufand  more ;  lb  that  Mr.  Bendey  was  to 
get  a  fortune  offixty  thoufand  pounds. — He 
'^  v/as 
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was  the  third  Ton  of  Sir  Thomas  Bentley, 
one  of  the  moft  ancient  families  in  the  king- 
dom ;  and  his  fortune,  as  a  younger  child,  was 
but  fifteen  thoufand  pounds.  He  had  no 
eftate,  but  was  a  young  man  of  the  firfl  rate 
abihties,  and  pureft  morals ;  he  was  in  Par- 
liament, where  he  fhonc  very  confpicuous, 
but  had  no  profefTion.  However,  he  v/as 
thought,  by  the  Devon  family,  to  pofTefs, 
in  his  virtues  and  charadter,  what  was  equi- 
valent to  high- founding  titles  and  eftates. — 
Auguft  was  fixed  on  for  the  marriage,  and 
the  whole  family  were  highly  pleafed  at  the 
addition  to  it  of  fo  much  real  worth. 

The  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Somerton  and 
Lady  Matilda  were  to  vifit  Ankerwick 
Caftle  late  in  July,  and  here  indeed  they 
almoft  lived.  Lord  Melville  had  gone  away 
nobody  knew  where  j  and  though  his  agony 
at  parting  with  Lady  Matilda  was  beyond 
all  idea,  he  had  never  fpoken  of  u;arriage  : 
and  yet  he  was  lb  efteemed  for  his  noble 
qualities,  and  agreeable  manners,  that  Lady 

Matilda 
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Matilda  m^de  it  a  point  with  her  father  not 
to  wound  her  delicacy  by  interrogating  his 
Lordfhip  on  his  conduft.  However,  the 
Duke  and  Duchefs  were  mifcrable,  and 
found  neither  pkafure  nor  confolation  bur  in 
the  fociety  of  Ankerwick  Caftle.  Here, 
therefore,  they  remained,  and  joined  Lady 
Ann's  wedding  party  at  the  i\.bbey  of  Devon ; 
and  went,  at  the  feafon  (kt  apart  fjr  that  feat, 
to  Waltham  Caftle. 

Mr.  Beaumont  was  obliged  to  attend  Par- 
liament, which  took  them  again  to  London  ; 
and  the  account  of  the  fafe  arrival  in  India  of 
Lord  C 's  forces  2:ave  them  new  life. 

o 

The  letters  received  from  Lord  Lovefdale 
and  Mr.  Henry  were  producftive  of  the 
greatefl  joy.  The  Marquis  recovered  ra- 
pidly on  the  voyage  ;  nothing  was  ever  equal 
to  the  effed  the  fea  had  on  him. 

Lady  Middleton,  whofe  fituation  required 
every  degree    of   confideration,   was  made 

truly 
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truly  happy :  and  fo  much  did  Mr.  Beau- 
mont know  fhe  was  interefhed,  tljat  he  pre- 
pared her  for  the  letters  before  they  were 
received,  left  a  furprife,  though  fo  agreeable, 
ihould  have  any  fatal  effect. 

Mademoifeile  M felt  that  happy 

affurance  of  Henry's  fafe  return  from  the 
beginning,  that  fet  her  mind  at  reft,  and  ftie 
lived  on  the  idea  of  his  unalterable  love. — 
Her  mind  had  fettled  into  a  calm — ftie  was 
cheerful  ;  but  that  great  volatility  had  in 
feme  degree  gene  off,  though  the  playful 
eccentricity  of  her  character  ftill  remained. 

Lady  ?vlatilda  received  a  letter  from  Lord 
Melville  about  this  time  from  Nice  ;  and 
though  it  contained  expreffions  of  the  fondeft 
love  and  attachment,  yet  it  dvvelt  on  his  own 
unhappinefs  ;  wifned  Lady  Matilda  had 
never  feen  the  unfortunate  Melville  -,  that  he 
fhould  be  in  •  England  about  June;  but 
"v^herefore  ?  only  to  iubjed  himfelf  to  an 
additional    portion  of   mifcry  ; — and  in  this 

incoherent 
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incoherent  manner  covered  an  entire  fheet 
of  paper  ;  concluding  with  entreating  her 
pardon^  tind  hoping  me  would  pity  him. 

This  letter  fhe  inflantly  took  to  Lady 
Middleton,  who  read  It,  and,  on  returning  it — 
"  I  fee,"  faid  fhe,  ''  clearly  the  fituation  of 
the  amiable  Melville ;  he  is  under  fome  en- 
gagement  where  his  heart  is  no  longer  con- 
cerned, and  the  charms  of  my  Matilda  hava 
made  him  play  the  truant.** 

''  If  that  was  the  cafe/*  faid  Lady  Matilda, 
"  could  I  hope  for  happinefs  in  a  difpofition 
fo  changeable  ?** 

"Don't  kt  m.e  do  Melville  difiervice/* 
faid  Lady  Middktim ;  "  he  had  a  father ; 
perhaps  fome  pronufe  to  him  might  bind 
him  where  his  heart  never  had  been  en- 
gaged.'* 

"  Then  for  the  world,"  faid  Lady  Matilda, 
"  J  would  not  have  him  break  It.'* 

"  We  ought  nr.t  to  draw  any  hafty  con- 
clufions,"  faid  Lady  Middleton. — "   When 

VOL.  III.  K  he 
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he  returns,  perhaps  he  may  make  me  his 
friend;  I  Ihall  endeavour  to  inJuce  him  to 
do  fo  i  and  trufc  me,  Melville  has  not  a  hearc 
to  injure  any  one.  Leave  it  then,  my  love, 
to  his  own  virtue,  and  time  v/ili  bring  about 
my  Matilda's  happinefs/' 

Her  Lady  (hip  ufcd  much  the  fame  argu- 
ments to  the  Duke  and  Duchefs,  which  in 
fome  degree  reconciled  them  to  Lord  Mel- 
ville's condu(fl. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


JL  HINGS  were  not  g^ing  on  w;:h  equal 
profperity  either  in  Portman  or  Gvilden 
Square.  The  very  great  Turns  of  money 
Mrs.  Marclimont  loll  at  play,  and  the  excefs 
of  her  attachment  to  Mr.  Rofs  rcill  co  tinu- 
ing,  whofe  excrav^g.mce  knew  no  b'ju.-ds, 
reduced  not  only  the  whole  of  her  own 
capital,  but  alfo  very  large  fuip.s  out  of  tlie 
edate  of  Lord  Belrnore.  The  rev^rnue  ciere 
Vv^as,  to  be  fure,  large,  and  Mrs.  Marchmoac 
thought  Ihe  had  a  rigiu  to  fhare  it.  She  hud 
an  iible  pfiiitant  in  thefz  ari_!;u:ncnts  in  Mr. 
Rofs,  who  had  not  the  lealt  objc.iion  t-> 
fu.=^nd  the  bey's  money,  and  leave  his  mother 
to  account  to  him  for  it.  She,  however, 
K  2  fo 
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fo  totally  gave  herfclf  up  to  this  gentleman, 
that  fhe  thought  of  nothing  but  how  to  keep 
the  conqucfl  wholly  to  herfelf.  Could  fhe 
do  that,  nothing  was  too  great  a  facrifice  ; 
fully  fcnfible  that  a  young  man  of  agreeable 
manners,  much  life,  and  fpirit,  and  only 
tv;enty-three  years  old,  muft  be  attended  to, 
if  a  w^oman  of  forty-eight  hoped  to  keep  his 
•ffeclions  alive. 

Temple  had  joined  them  foon  afcer  they 
went  to  Brighthelmfrone,  and,  to  his  utter 
aftonifhment,  found  Sir  William  fliil  con- 
tinued fond  to  excefs  of  Lady  Mary.  He 
thought  fome  men  unaccountably  ftrange  in 
their  perfeverance,  and  he  only  waited  an 
opportunity  to  divide  them  for  ever.  He 
therefore,  for  feveral  months  longer,  dill 
continued  to  flatter  Sir  William's  vanity  ; — 
he  attacked  him  in  every  weak  part.  Was 
there  any  man  but  his  friend  Wanflow,  he 
would  fay,  triat  he  c(>uid  bear  to  fee  the 
hufband  of  t'ne  divine  Lady  Mary  ? 

The 
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The  Theatricals  at  Wanflow  Park  ferved 
to  give  Temple  numerous  occafions  of 
praifing  his  friend's  great  tafte  and  happy 
arrangements,  and,  with  infinite  pleafure,  he 
had  got  the  Baronet  into  his  drbt  to  the 
amount  of  fcveral  thoufand  pounds,  which 
Sir  William  willied  to  pay  off,  being  a  debt 
of  honour;  but  before  they  returned  to  Lon- 
don for  the  winter,  Temple  had  got  a  mort- 
gage on  that  part  of  the  efliate  he  liked  beft  ; 
for  he  would  not  for  tht^  world  didrefs  ids 
friend  to  ralfe  the  money ; — f^r  which  kindnefs 
Sir  William  g.we  due  ihai^iks,  and  thought  no 
man  had  fach  a  friend  as  Temple  was.  Three 
or  four  months  in  town  made  it  neccfTary 
that  Sir  W^illiam  fliould  grant  another  mort- 
gage to  his  friend  ^  andj  as  all  gamblers  get 
fonder  of  play  the  more  x^Vity  Icfe,  poor  Sir 
William  was  feldom  from  the  gaming-table, 
and  v/hole  nights  he  remained  engaged  in 
play. 

During  the  fummer  excurfion,  and  all  the 

time  they  fpent  at  WanQow  Park,  the  amour 

K  3  between 
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between  the  accompli flied  Monfieur  Chig- 
non and  Lady  Mary  was  at  a  fland.  Temple 
and  Mrs.  Marchmont  were  too  penetrating 
for  Lady  Mary  to  expect  to  delude-;  flic 
therefore  was  content  with  thofc  trifling  fami- 
liarities in  which  there  was  fafcty :  — if  her  Abi- 
gail quitted  the  room  when  he  w-is  drefung 
her  hair,  Monfieur  made  the  beft  of  his  time, 
as  far  as  a  chaRe  embrace,  a  foft  klfs,  or 
gentle  iquccze  ;  but  nothing  fai  ther  had  ever 
paiTed-thnt  could  hurt  the  delicacy  of  Lady 
Mary.  They  both  had  been  put  into  a  ter- 
rible panic  by  Mr.  Temple  furprifing  them 
on  the  couch  together,  as  has  been  related, 
and  tiiey  had,  from  that  time,  uf:d  the 
greateft  precautions. 

L-a-Jy  Mary  preferred  an  appearance  of 
the  greateft  diflike  to  Chignon,  and  he  an 
equal  fhare  to  his  Lady  ;  and  the  domeftics 
thouc^ht  it  a  ftvere  mortification  on  her 
Ladyfhip  not  to  be  able  to  have  a  man  im- 
mediately about  her  peifon,  whom  ilie  might 
approve  of  more  than  Monfieur.      All  this 

the 
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the  lovers  managed  with  fijch  addrefs,  that 
the  real  fituation  of  things  between  them  was 
never  once  fiifpcded  ;  but  when  they  arrived 
in  town,  and  neidier  Temple  nor  Mrs. 
M:irchmont  were  any  longer  impediments. 
Chignon  then  became  very  urgeiit  indeed 
with  his  charm  ino^  millrcfs  to  grant  him 
flill  more,  and  became  impatient  for 
the  completion  of  his  willies. — Women 
often  go  farther  than  they  at  firil  iiitend, 
when  '  they  indij-ge  themfelves  in  fami- 
liarities vv'hich  tiiey  tliink  cf  no  confequence  : 
for  thor.gp.  thd  htarc  had  perhaps  no  part  ia 
them  in  the  beginning,  it  feidom  faib  to  take 
its  fhare  in  the  end.  There  may  be  fcjme 
impropriety  in  making  this  obfcrvation  in 
the  prclent  cafe  ;  for  it  appears  tliat  Lady 
Mary,  at  a  very  eai  ly  period  of  her  know- 
ledge of  Chignon,  admired  him.  On  her 
m.niage  fhe  had '  given  him  an  hundred 
pound  bank  note.  Tnis  handfome  donation 
probably  was  in  confideration  of  his  fidelity 
to  his  matter  ;  or  if  clut  was  a  doubtful  point, 
it  might  be  as  a  ilimulus  to  tuture  fidelity. — 
K  4  She 
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She  might  have  wifhed  to  imprefs  the  rpind 
of  this  handfome  valet  with  the  liberality, 
rank,  and  wealth  of  his  future  Lady  ;  but 
whichever  ofthefe  motives  was  the  real  one, 
as  it  cannot  be  afctrtained,  the  rev.ier  mud 
remain^  as  well  as  ourfelves,  in  ignorance  ; — 
but  the  donation  v/as  confidered  fo  exti-emely 
handfome,  and  there  was  fuch  a  particular' 
kindnefs  in  the  manner  of  Lady  Mary  when 
flie  prefented  it,  that  the  valet  could  not  get 
it  out  of  his  head  that  he  v/as  a  prodigious 
favourite  ;  and  this  perhaps  fuggefted  other 
things  that  fancy  worked  up  into  lomething 
very  much  to  his  advantage, 

'  Sir  William,  promoting  him  with  higher 
wages  to  wait  on  Lady  Mary,  gave  him 
thofe  opportunities  of  being  alv/ays  near  her 
perfon  ;  and  if  Monfieur  fell  in  love  with 
Lady  Mary,  it  is  only  what  twenty  other 
valets  have  done  before ; — and  it  hap- 
pened very  unfortunately  that  the  perfonal 
perfedlions  of  both  exaflly  fuited  the  tafle  of 
each  oiher  -,  fo  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 

ac 
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at  that,  at  the  prefent  period  of  our  hiftory, 
the  gallantry  and  affiduities  of  Chignon  made 
an  impreffion  on  a  heart  very  f^jfceptible  of 
thofe  fort  of  attachments. 

Difnciiltics  generally  bind  filler  the  chains 
of  love ;  ai^id  during  the  fummer  excurfion, 
and  their  ftay  at  Wanflow  Park,  the  eyes  of 
Argus,    in  the  heads  of  Temple   and  Mrs. 
Marchmont,    which    could   not   be  eluded, 
kept  them  within  bounds  for  fo  Ling  a  time, 
that  when  Sir  William  apd   his   family  were 
again  fettled   in  Portman   Square,  they  felt 
themfcives  much  more  at  liberty,  though  they 
dill  dreaded  Sir  William,   v»'ho  was   a  very 
fpirited  man,  and  very  jealous  of  his  honour. 
Many  fchemes  were  propofcd   by  Chignon, 
but  were  rejected  by  Lady  Mary  as  too  dan- 
gerous i  for  Ihe  was  confcious  that  Sir  Wil- 
liam loved  her  with  the    fondeft  affection  j — 
he  took  more  pride  in  her    than  even  in  his 
horfes  or  theatre  3  and  Ilie    knew   if  he  dif- 
covcred  her,  her  life  in  all  probability  might 
be   the   f  .cnnce  i  for  his   temper   v/as  both 

K  5  warm 
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warm  and  rafh  to  an  extreme,  fo  that  there 
was  a  neceffity  for  the' greatefl:  caution  ; — for 
though  the  valet  was  a  fellow  of  fpirit  huii- 
felf,  and  had  (hewn  his  courage  in  many  in- 
fiances,  yet  he  dreaded  Sir  WilUam's  know- 
ledge of  his  palTi on  for  his  wife,  which  was  as 
violent  as  we  fuppofe  ever  filled  the  bofom 
of  a  faithful  valet  before  :  and  fuch  power 
has  fympathy,  that  Lady  Mary  felt  all  the 
torments  of  an  equal  flame. 

Sir  William,  had  had,  for  the  lafl:  week,  a 
run  of  luck  ;  he  won  a  few  thoufands,  and 
v/as  prodigiouily  elated    at    it.      The    dice 

owed   him    a  d d   deal,   and   were  now 

going,  he  thought,  to  clear  fcores.  Lady 
Mary  alfo  got  into  fpirits  ;  for  fne  had  found 
great  difnculty  in  obtaining  money  enough 
to  anfwer  her  own  exoences,  and  a  fet  of 
troublefome  tradefmen  became  yery  cla- 
morous. The  domeftics  of  Sir  William 
Wanuov/  were  not,  from  either  habit  or  prin- 
ciple, likely  to  improve  a  fortune ;  and  their 
principal  fervant  iound  a  great  difficulty  in 

getting 
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getting  on  credit  thofe  things  that  were  ne- 
cefiary  for  the  fupport  of  the  family,  and 
began  to  fpea^  pretty  plain  that  he  nuift  rc- 
fign  his  place,  if  all  the  old  bills  were  not 
cleared  off,  or  ready  money  found  for  the 
weekly  expenditure  of  the  houfe. 

Tills  complaint  cam.e  in  excellent  time; 
for  Sir  Wilham  was  full  in  cafh,  and  he  paid 
the  houfe- fte ward's  bills  up  in  full.  This 
reflored  peace  in  the  lower  regions,  and  bet- 
ter living.  Sir  William  felt  himfelf  greatly 
relieved — there  were  no  founds  {o  difcordant 
in  his  ear  latterly  as  repeated  calls  for  money ; 
therefore  thofc  who  nov/  aiked,  received, — 
that  is,  fmall  fums  -,  it  went  among  his  creditors 
that  he  was  full  in  cadi,  and  they  one  and  all 
fent  in  petitions  that  their  demands  might 
be  paid  off.  This,  however,  was  totally  out 
of  Sir  Vvihiam's  power,  for  there  were  very 
heavy  debts  indeed  again'l  him,  to  the 
amount  of  feveral  thoufands ; — hundreds  and 
fifties  he  was  equal  to  ;  but  when  cne  or 
two  nougl;ts  were  added,  it  was  not  within 
K  6  either 
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eiiher  his  inclination  or  ability  ; — yet  the  prefs 
upon  him  was  fo  extremely  hard,  he  v/as 
obliged  to  come  into  terms  with  his  jeweller, 
wine -merchant,  &c.  &c.  in  giving  fecurity, 
and  allowing  intereft  on  the  feveral  fums. 

This  eafed  his  mind  for  the  prefent,  and 
gave  him  a  double  rehfh  for  the  gaming- 
table. He  thought  how  happy  he  fliould 
be  if  he  could  clear  off  all  the  demands 
againfl:  him  -,  and  with  this  too  fanguine  hope 
he  hardly  ever  \tk  it. 

Chignon  laid  a  plan  before  Lady  M^y, 
that  The  thoi]o:!it  would  be  attended  v/ith  no 
danger,  and  therefore  agreed  to  it,  which  vvas 
her  giving  a  mafquerade  ;  a  few  days  before 
which  Chignon  would  pretend  illnefs,  and 
keep  his  room,  and  fometimes  his  bed  ;  that 
Mrs.  Marchmont  fhould  be  privy  to  the 
fecrct ;  and  as  LaJy  Mary  and  fne  were  th^ 
fame  height,  that  flie  ihouid  dine  in  Portman 
Square  that  day;  that  her  mafquerade  drefs 
fliouid  be  fent  bckcd  up  in  a  trunk,  and  that 

flie 
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fhe  fhould  wear  Lady  Mary's,  which  v/as  to 
be  a  fuperb  drefs  of  Nox  with  briiiiant  (tars, 
and  that  Lady  Mary  fliculd  wear  Mrs. 
Marchmont's,  which  was  to  be  a  man's 
domino  5  in  which  latter  drefs,  as  Mrs.  March- 
mont,  her  abf_nce  or  prefence  would  not  be^ 
noticed  in  the  crowd  ;  and  as  Lady  Mary 
looked  remarkably  h^ndfome  in  a  fiaiple 
drefs,  fne  could  eafily  lead  Sir  William  to 
beg  fne  v/ould  appear  an  fuppcr,  where  every 
one  unmaiked,  in  the  chara(fl:er.  of  a  fl:iep- 
herdefs  -,  that  by  tldi  means,  wii;hout  fear  of 
deteflioHj  they  could  pafs  a  few  happy  hours 
together,  and  the  cKange  of  dreues  would' 
elude  all  poilibilicy  of  the  flighted  iufplcion, 
particularly  of  Lady  Mary's  woman,  of 
whom  Chignon  had  fonie  fears i  and  as  fhe 
would  be  that  nig-ht  totaUv  eno;ao;ed,  ibe 
could  not  poiTibly  be  any  hindrance  to  the 
lovers.  ' 

In  fnort.  Chignon  cleared  away  all  diffi- 
culties with  fo  much  addrefs,  th'^.t  Lady 
Mary    confented,    i:ioc    relu^lanily,   to    the 

fcheme 
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fchcme  he  laid  before  her ;  and  fhe  promlfed 
to  mention  the  mafquerade  to  Sir  William. 

Elated  with  hope,  this  ardent  lover  pur- 
chafed  fome  valuable  additions  to  his  ward- 
robe, to  m-ike  himfelf  ftill  more  agreeable  to 
his  charming  miflrefs,  and  waited  on  the 
tiptoe  of  expedlation  for  the  completion  of 
his  long  expected  happinefs.- 

Sir  William  readily  came  into  the  idea  of 
the  mafqaerade.  Nothing  he  wffhed  for  fo 
much  J  it  was  the  mod  charming  way  of 
pafTmg  a  night,  and  aclually,  as  Chignoa 
forefaw,  entreated  that  Lady  Mary  would 
appear  in  a  fuperb  drefs,  and  afterwards, 
change  it  to  i'-;e  moil  fimple  fne  could, 
think  of;  and  tl.at  at  fupper,  unmaiked,  fne 
fhould  outihine  adi  others.  So  fir  all'  went 
well ;  the  Baronet  thanked  her  for  her  ready 
compliance  with  his  Vvidies,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  the  conji:«gal  felicity  of  Sir 
William  and  Lady  Mar)f  WanGovv. 
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Mr.  Temple  had  long  endeavoured  to 
break  the  connedtion  between  Mr.  Rofs  and 
Mrs.  Marchmont  i  but  he  knew  Mr.  Rofs 
to  be  a  man  he  could  not  trifle  with.  He 
thought,  however,  he  perceived  a  growing 
partiality  in  him  for  Lady  Mary,  and  on 
this  he  built  a  friijuure,  the  planning  of 
which  engaged  ail  liis  thoughts  :  he  was  pof- 
k^td  of  all  thofe  requifitcs  that  fo  necefiarily 
and  fo  eafily  lead  weak  minds — that  felf-im- 
poriance  which,  when  joined  to  wealth,  never 
fails  to  nil  fuch  men  as  Sir  Vv'illiam  with 
ideas  of  their  fuperiority  j  and  as  tp.ty  look 
up  to  the  brilliant  pattern  they  wifn  to  iini- 
tJiie,  they  feel  their  own  inferiority,  and  hope 
to  lofe  it  in  the  n  Jtice  taken  of  them  by  the 
character  they  fj  much  admire. 

Rofs's  money  had  pafled  into  the  poilef- 
fion  of  Tem.pie,  as  well  as  Sir  Wiiiiam'si — 
and  while  he  led  them  into  every  excefs  of 
expence,  not  from  his  example,  for  he  I'eidom 
fpent  a  guinea,  he  laughed  at  their  folly,  and 
partook  in  all  the  pleafures  high  living  and 

a2,reeable 
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ao-reeable  entertainments  br'ngj;  and  when 
they  were  often  thoughtful  and  heavy  at 
thofe  fcenes  of  extravagance  and  profufion^ 
with  the  dread  of  approaching  ruin,  he  en- 
joyed the  gratification  of  a  full  purfe  and  per- 
fecfleafe.  . 

Rofs  found  great  difHciiky  latterly  in  ob- 
taining money  from  Mrs.  Marchmonr,  and 
was  fenfible  it  proceeded  from  her  own  de- 
ficiency. He  v/as  confcious  of  the  immenfe 
fums  he  had  fquandered,-  and  be^an  to  fear 
fhe  could  not  much  longer  fup{;ly  him ;  for 
Temple  had  contrived  fuch  meaiVircs  as  to- 
tally prevented  Mrs.  Marchmorit  from  fpend- 
ing  much  the  greater  part  of  the  Bclmore 
ellate,  which  was  the  only  fource  from  which 
fprung,  for  feverai  months,  thofe  fums  that 
were  transferred-  almod  as  foon  as  received, 
to  different  hands,  in  all  the  fenfelefs  diifipa- 
tion  and  extravagance  of  weaknefs  and  vice. 

Temple,  meeting  Rofs  one  morning  juft 
at  the  door  of  Sir  William's  houfe,  took  him 

to 
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to  pay  a  vific  to  Lady  Mary  ;  aad  after  chat- 
ting for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  tapped  at  the 
wi'.dovy  he  was  (lanciiog  at^  and  begged  Rofs 
would  w.iit  f  )r  him  until  he  jufl:  fpoke  to  a 
perfon  he  wanted  to  fee  on  Come  bufinefs  ; — 
and  hurrying  out  ,of  the  room,  he  l.fc  Rols  to 
entertain  Lady  Mary,  who,  elated  at  the 
notice  fhe  had  lately  taken  of  him,  and  the 
friendly  mannrr  of  Tem.ple  a  few  days  pad, 
was  encouraged  by  thefe  circumllances  to 
make  love  in  pretty  plain  terms.  Though 
her  Ladyfhip  had  long  difmiffed  the  grace  of 
modefry,  yet  fhe  v^cll  knew^  on  occafions, 
how  to  check  ili-timed  affurance  i  and  call- 
ing up  a. look,  fliC  afked  Rofs  vvhat  he  dared 
to  mean  by  thus  infulting  her  ? 

Rofs  was  C'^nfounded  by  her  manner,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  fubmifiively  begging 
pardon,  when  he  thought  he  perceived  her 
features  relax  of  their  fevcrity,  and  foften  in 
his  favour.  He  then  threv/  himfelf  at  her 
feet ;  and  taking  one  of  her  hands,  he 
prefTed  it  with  fervour  to  his  lips.      Juit  as 

he 
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he    was   again  feated  befide   h^r,    the  door 
opened,  anc]  Sir  William  appeared. 

''  What,  Pofs  here  !  '  iaid  he,  carel-ffly. 

"  Yes,"  replied  Lady  Mary.—'*  Mr. 
Temple  requeued  he  would  wait  here  until 
he  hzd  fpoken  to  fome  perfon  he  beckoned 
to  from  the  window,  and  i  cxpc(!^  his  re- 
turn every  moment.'* 

V/hile  The  faid  this,  fne  looked  at  Sir 
William^  as  if  tired  to  death  of  tiie  company 
of  Rofs  j  and  Sir  W^iUiam,  to  eafe  his  be- 
loved wife  from  any  thing  that  could  give 
her  pain,  took  Rols  out  of  the  room,  and 
fhordy  after  out  of  the  houfe. 

Chignon  had  been  tortured  with  a  thou- 
fand  jealous  fears  during  this  vint  3  and  as 
he  faw  his  mailer  and  his  companion  quitting 
the  houfe,  he  afcended  the  (laircafe  with  a 
card  he  had  juft  received.  As  he  came 
foftly  to  the  door,  he  heard  Lady  Mary  figh  ; 
and    on    opening    it,  he   faw    her    loft  in 

thought. 
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thought.  Chlo:non  fmhed  too  j  and  as  he 
prefcn^cd  the  card,  he  carried  the  hand  Lady 
Mary  held  out  to  receive  it,  to  hi:>  lips. 

"Ah!"  faid  hej  **  Chignon  is  no  longer 
dear  to  you." 

''  Ridiculous!"  faid  (he;  "  you  mud  not 
torment  us  with  ail  this  nonfenfe  ; — have  i  not 
proved  to  you  my  love  by  confcnting  to 
the  mafquerade  ? — Go/'  faid  Pne,  patting  his 
cheek  with  her  beautiful  v/hice  hand,  *'  go. 
Chignon ;  would  you  were  not  lb  dear  to  mc 
as  I  find  you  are  I'* 

Ke  fiu  himfclf  down  belide  her,  and' 
throwing  his  arms  round  her  waill:,  im- 
printed a  thoufand  kiiTes  on  her  ru  jy  lips  j — 
and  fo  much  was  their  attention  engaged, 
tliat  they  did  not  perceive  the  door  open, 
until  the  perfon  who  opened  it  had  advanced 
a  few  Heps  into  the  room,  v/hen  they  were 
roufcd,  and  both  at  once  beheld  Temple. 
Aftonilhment  and  rage  were  painted  in  his 
facci  he  looked  at  Lady  Mary,  and  then  at 

the 
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the  terrified  Frenchman,  who,  proftrating 
himfclf,  begged  J  in  all  the  accents  of  defpair, 
that  he  would  keep  what  he  had  fecn  from 
his  mailer. 

As  Chignon  lay  at  the  feet  of  Temple, 
imploring  mer:y  and  forglvenefs,  Temple, 
vj'ith  haughtlnefs  and  contempt,  kicked  hini 
feveral  tiirics,  and  ci'dered  him  to  quit  the 
room. 

*^  I  am  jeilcus  of  my   friend's  honour,'* 

faid   he. — ''  What,    Lady   Mary  intriguing 

with  a  forry  valet  !  By  Heaven  1  i  will  this 
inftant  acquaint  Sir  William  T* 

Chignon,  who  was  quitting  the  room, 
again  returned,  and  entrea-ed  once  more 
that  he  v/ould  not  deftroy  not  only  himfelf, 
but  his  dear  Lady. 

''  1  know   Sir  William's  temper   well,'* 
faid  he  s   ''  he  would  ftab  us  both  j  his  un- 
governable 
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govcrnnble  t,emper  would  annihilate  us  both 
in  an  inftant.'' 

Quit  the   room,   I  fay/'  faid  Temple, 

this  moment,  nor  dare  to  ipeak  another 

wore 


Chignon,  with  trembling  (leps,  reached 
the  door,  and  defcended  the  great  flairs  in 
all  the  mifcry  of  delpair. 

When  Lady   Mary   found   herfelf  alone 
with  Temple,  fhe  alfo  condefoended  to  plead. 

"  I  am  out  of  patience  with  you  !'*  faid 
he. — r^'  A  valet  thus  to  engage  your  affec- 
tions— to  put  yourfclf  in  the  power  of  fuch  a 
rafcal  !  I  cannot,  I  will  not  keep  it  from  my 
friend  !  Poor  Rofs,"  faid  he,  ^^  a  lively, 
agreeable,  handfome  fellow,  who  is  dying  for 
you — who  would  give  worlds,  if  he  polfefTed 
them,  for  the  fmaliefl  of  thofe  favours  you 
lavifh  on  that  wretched  valet — how  would 
he    burn  with    rage    and    revenge,    could 

he 


214  ANKERWICK    CASTLE. 

he  conceive  it  pofTible  you  took  a  menial  to 
your  aife6tions  !  Fie,  Lady  Mary  !  I  bluili 
for  you." 

"Well,  well/'  faid  (lie,  ''  promife  that 
you  will  not  tell  Sir  William/' 

*'  For  fhame,  for  (hame  1"  re-echoed  he. 

"  I  entreat.  Temple,  that  you  will  grant 
me  this  favour  :  do  not,  for  Heaven's  fake, 
deflroy  me  in  the  opinion  of  your  friend  1" 

Temple  turned  on  his  heel,  and  walked 
to  the  window.  Lady  Mary  threw  hcrfelf 
on  a  fofa,  nnd  burlt  into  tears.  Temple  - 
took  up  his  hat,  and  left  the  room.  As  he 
entered  1  is  own  houfe,  he  met  a  gcuceel 
looking  man. 

"  Here  is  my  mnfler,  Sir,"  fild  the  fer- 
vant,  who  held  the  door  in  his  naiid. 

"  Have  you  any  imfmefs  with  me?"  fiid 
Temple,  rou^hmg  nib  iiat. 

The   m.an,   v/ith  much  humility,    bowed 
low,  and  laid  he  had   taken   the  liberty  of 

caUing 
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calling  upon  him,  and  fhould  conllder  it  as  a 
very  great  favour  if  he  would  allow  him  to 
fpeak  a  few  words  to  him  in  private. 

Vv^hen  the  fervant  fhut  the  door,  the  man 
apologized  for  the  trouble. 

'^  Pray  do  not  mention  it/'  faid  Temple ; 
^'  but  inform  me,  without  any  farther  pre- 
face, wh.t  is  your  bufmefb.'' 

The  man  bowed,  and  obeyed. 

«  My  name,  Sir,"  faid  he, ''  is  N-{h\t ;— ■ 
niy  family  i  large  ;  i  have  lately  hud  fome 
loiK-s  ,*"  and  a  f  iend  of  y  )ur's,  Sir  Wiiiiam 
Wanflow,  is  in  my  debt  three  thoufand,  five 
hundred  pounds.  I  have  made  manv  appli- 
cati';ns  to  hirn  without  er?c:.t  i  )V  the  m jiiev  ; 
and  having  now  an  oppoitu -.ity  of  laying  out 
this  fum  to  very  great  a;lvan:ige,  I  was 
adviled  to  v/ait  on  vou.  Sir  as  a  si^rilcudn 
very  punctual  in  your  own  paym.encs ,  and  as 
you  have  great  iniluence  on  Sir  Vvilliam,  if 

you 
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you  will  fpeak  to  him  in  my  favour,  you  will 
lay  me  undtr  the  greareft  obligation  ;  for 
really,  Sir,  if  I  lofe  fo  very  large  a  fum  as 
thisj  I  fhall  be  totally  ruined." 

Temple  threw  up  his  head  fignificantly, 
on  which  poor  Mr.  Neibit  turned  quite  pale. 

"  Surely,  Sir,"  faid  he,  in  a  tremulous 
voice,  ''  you  do  not  think  I  am  in  any 
danger.'* 

Temple  fhook  his  head. 

'^  Good  God,  then,"  faid  the  man,  in  an 
agony  of  defpair,  ''  I  am  a  beggar,  and  my 
wife    and    children,    what    will   become   of 
them  !     I   thought  Sir  William   had  a  very 
fineefrate." 

"  He  /W,"  faid  Temple,  with  emphafis. 

"It  is  not  all  gone  ?"  faid  the  man,^in  a 
hollow  tone. 

Temple  fhrugged  his  (houlders. 

Nefbit 
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Nefbit  became  the  picture  of  defpair — his 
diftrefs  would  have  worked  on  the  feelings  of 
moil:  people  ;  but  Temple  only  wifhed  to 
get  rid  of  him — he  was  therefore  filent. — A 
few  more  fupplicating  entreaties,  hov/ever, 
rovifed  him,  and  he  aiked  what  he  could  pof- 
fibly  do  in  the  affair. 

'^  But  furely  you  do  not  want  this  money 
imm.ediately  ?" 

'^  If  I  was  certain  of  it  in  tb.ree  months/* 
faid  Nefoit,  '*  it  would  be  equal  to  receiving 
it  this  moment.'* 

«  Well,  well,"  faid  Temple,  ''  I  fnail 
fpeak  to  Sir  William." 

Here  the  ni.in  poured  forth  his  thanks, 
and  with  great  humility  afked  when  he 
fhould  call  upon  him  to  know  Sir  William's 
anfwer  : — *'  For  1  well  know.  Sir,"  faid  he, 
"  if  you  will  be  my  friend.  Sir  William  will 
confider  me  one  of  the  firLl:." 

VOL.  iji.  L  '*  Sir 
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''  Sir  William  Wanflow/'  faid  Temple, 
very  [vavelv,  <f  owes  me  twenty- eight  thou- 
fand  pounds." 

«  Ah  !  Sir/'  faid  Ncfbit,  ''  but  you  have 
good  fccurity,  I  warrant." 

"  For   fome  of  it  I  have,"  faid  Temple, 
flillr  more  gravely  ;  and  afcer  a  paufe  of  fome 
moments,  he  told  Mr.  Neibit  to  call  on  him  ^ 
that  day  three  weeks. 

"  Ah  !"  faid  the  man,  "  could  you  not 
make  the  time  fliorter  ?" 

''  Impoffible,"  faid  Temple.     ■ 

"  Becaufe,"  faid  Nefbit,  ''  I  know  feveral 
trades-people  who  have  not  my  patience  ; — 
and  fom.e  reports,  that  have  lately  pafiTed 
abroad,  have  alarmed  them  fo  much,  that 
they  are  determined  to  have  recourfe  to  thofe 
means  that  will  enfure  them  their  mOi'iey." 

"  They  need  nor  be  in  fich  a  hurry," 
faid  Temple. — ^^  I  think  there  will  be  no 
great  occafion  tor  fuch  v^il  hurry.  How- 
ever, if  I  can  manage  your  alTair  in  a  fhorter 
time  than  i  have  fpecified,  you  may  depend 
on   my    fending  to    your   addrefs  3"   which 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Neibit  gave  hini,  and  bov/ing  very  low, 
departed. 

Widi  a  mixture  of  hope  and  fear,  he  re- 
turned to  his  own  houfe,  and  endeavoured  to 
fupport  the  Ipirits  of  an  amiable  wife  with 
thofe  hopes  which  he  did  not  wifn  to  think 
too  fanguine. 


CHAP.  X, 


JL  EMPLE  began  to  judge  it  was  now  high 
time  to  look  a  Httle  about  him.  Things 
were  arriving  to  the  period  he  long  forefaw  ; 
he  therefore  conceived  it  but  prudent  to  take 
care  of  himfelf  firil.  He  determined  on  im- 
mediately taking  Sir  William  to  VVanflow 
Park,  and  to  circulate  a  report  that  the 
L  2  Baronet 
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Baronet  was  going  to  ralfe  money  on  his 
efl-ate  j  but  he  very  well  knew  that  Sir  Wil- 
liam was  totally  ruined,  and  in  debt  fome 
thoufands  more  than  all  his  property  could 
p?.y.  Kis  firft  object;  was  therefore  to  fecure 
the  beft  part  of  the  eftate  to  himfelf.  At 
the  dinner  hour  he  repaired  to  Portman 
Square,  and  determined  to  talk  ferioufiy  to 
Sir  William  on  his  affairs.  No  company 
being  invited  that  day,  he  purpofely  fought 
Rofs,  and  took  him  to  complete  the  paifie 
quart  ee, 

"  We  will  dine  with  Wanflow,"  faid 
Teirple;  ''  and  while  I  am  talking  after 
dinner  v.ith  the  Baronet  on  fome  bufinefs  of 
great,  confequcnce,  I  fnall  envy  you  your 
tete-a-tete  with  his  charming  wife.  She  is 
cert,  inly,  Ro's,  a  very  lovely  woman  ;  and 
I  confide r  her  a  very  virtuous  one.  I  have 
found  her  mjtl  damnably  rigid.'* 

This  was  a  train  he  knew  would  foon 
take.  The  whole  pjrty  were,  to  all  appear- 
anCC;  in    hii^i  fpiiits.       Temple  promifcd 

Ladv 
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Lady  Mary,  in  a'vvhifper,  he  would  fay  no- 
thing of  the  tranfadlion  of  the  morning,  pro- 
vided fhe  promifed  fhe  would  difcard  Chig- 
non from  her  affecftions.  This  fhe  readily 
did,  and  peace  was  again  reftored  to  the  vir- 
tuous and  amiable  Lady  Mary. 

Afrer  dinner,  when  Temple  was  left  alone 
with  Sir  William,  he  told  him  he  purpofely 
dined  with  him  that  day,  to  point  out  the 
neceility  of  v/arning  him  of  his  fafety. 

"  Several  of  your  creditors  have  been  with 
me,  '  faid  he  j  "  and,  from  their  manner,  I 
fear  they  will  take  fome  coercive  fteps  againll 
you.  it  is  unfurcuiiate  that  you  are  not  in 
Parliament,  f  )f   I  hav^e    very  great  fear  for 

your  fafety  -,  and  it  v;ould  be  a  d d  tning 

to  have  you  once  get  into  the  Bench — you 
would  never  get  out.** 

*'  Never  get  out  !"  exclaimed  the  Baronet, 
with  horror. 

*'  Never,  upon  my  foul,"  faid  Temple. 

"What  is  to  be  done  .^"  laiu  o.i  vviiiiam. 
L  3  ''  L  fiiould 
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"  I  fhoiild  be  really  happy  to  ferve  you," 
faid  Temple ;  *^  but  if  either  an  arred  on 
your  perfon,  or  an  execution  in  your  houfe, 
fhould  take  place,  all  I  am  worth  would  not 
fave  you  ^  for  my  means  are  really  fmall. — I 
am  myfelf  in  debt,  fo  that  my  ruin  might 
follov/your's."    , 

''  Oh  my  friend/'  faid  Sir  William, 
*^  you  always  a6led  nobly  by  me.  I  will  in- 
ilantly  fecure  you" 

''  I  was  thinking,"  faid  Temple,  "  I 
would  bring  you  all  the  moftey  J  can  gather, 
by  which  means  your  credit  can  be  kept  up 
a  little  longer,  and  you  and  I  can  f^tde  that 
matter.  1  leave  every  thing  to  your  honour. 
Sir  William ;  I  know  i  may  depend  upon 
you." 

"  How  niuch  c?.n  you  let  me  have  ?"  faid 
the  Baronet. 

"  Why,"  laid  Temple,  '*  there  was  an 
old  debt  often  thoufand  pounds  on  my  eftate, 
with  m.any  others.  The  money  is  in ^  the 
funds  to  pay  tliac  cff  j  and  knowing  your 
diftrefs,  I  yeilerday  went  to  the  old  gentleman 

to 
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to  whom  I  was  to  pay  it,  and  I  think  I  fliall 
be  able  to  prevail  on  him  to  let  me  hold  it 
for  fix  months  longer.  This }  ou  fhall  have; 
and  if  you  act  prudently,  it  will  prevent  all 
thofe    dreadful  inconveniences   I   To   much 

fear  5  for  it  is  a   d d   thing  to   get  into 

the  mouths  of  the  jvublic." 

"  We  mull  avoid  that,  if  poflible,'*  re- 
turned Sir  William  ;  "  and  ail  my  depend- 
ance  is  on  you,  my  bed  friend." 

Temple  propofed  their  going  for  a  few 
days  together  to  Wanilow  Park. 

"  It  will  look  well,  I  think,"  fiid  he  ;— 
*'  and  out  of  the  money  I  fliall  give  you, 
fettle  with  a  few  of  your  mofl;  prelTing  cre- 
ditors, and  that  will  give  the  reft  fpirits  to 
wait  your  time." 

The   Baronet,   in    the   highefl:    raptures, 

drank  f-vera!  bumpers  to  the  health  of  his 

dear  friend.     The  idea  of  having  ten  -thou- 

fand  pounds  at  his  command  left  no  regret 

L  4  on 
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on  his  mind  for  the   heavy   difHculties  that 
were  crovvding  fad  upon  him. 

"  There  is  one  thing,  however,"  faid 
Temple,  '^  I  wii"hed  to  fpeak  to  you  upon, 
and  which  I  hope  you  v/ill  excufe.  Lady 
Mary  mentioned  to  me  her  intention  of  hav- 
ing a  fplendid  mafked  ball  in  about  three 
weeks; — let  me  befeech  you  not  to  think  of 
itj  live  quietly  for  the  remainder  of  the 
winter,  and  you  will  find  your  account  in  it. 
When  a  man  fo  lieavily  in  debt  runs  on  in 
fuch  heedlefs  expence,  it  makes  every  one 
you  owe  a  guinea  to  refolve  to  be  paid  ;  as 
they  think,  if  you  are  able  to  find  money  for 
fuch  foolifh  and  expenfive  entertainments, 
you  can  eafily  find  it  for  them  if  you  pleafe.'* 

''  How,  Temple,"  faid  Sir  William, 
"  fhall  I  be  able  to  diiappoint  Lady  Mary  ?'* 

"  Reafon  with  her,'*  faid  Temple. 

''  No,"  faid  Sir  William,  "  1  v/ould  not 
diftrefs  her ;  J  would  not  fee  that  fine 
countenance  clouded  wich  regret  and  uneafi- 
ncfs  for  worlds  3    fhe    is    a    nioil    amiable 

creature," 
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creature,"  continued  the  Baronet,  ''  and  I 
cannot  make  her  unhappy." 

"  Will  you  ruffcr  me  then,  Sir  William, 
to  break  your  wifhes  to  her,  that  this  maf- 
querade  fliould  be  put  off  till  next  winter." 

Sir  W'illiam  fighed  -,  and  after  fome  hefi- 
tation  he  faid,  ''  Well,  my  friend,  do  as  you 
pleafe  ;  but  do  not,  do  not  diltrefs  her." 

Temple  could  hardly  reftrain  his  defire  of 
opening  his  friend's  eyes  and  undcrftanding 
to  the  realchara6Ler  of  this  amiable  creature  : 
but  his  plans  were  not  yet  ripe  for  execution  ; 
he  therefore  affured  Sir  William  he  mighc 
depend  on  his  delicacy,  in  not  wounding  the 
feelings  of  his  charming  Lady.  They  then 
afcended  the  flaircafe  to  join  Lady  Mary 
and  Mr.  Rofs :  the  room  was,  however, 
empty,  and  on  ringing  to  know  the  caufe, 
they  learned  tnat  Mr.  Rofs  had  left  the  houfe 
at  an  early  hour  oF  the  evening,  and  Lady 
Mary  was  gone  to  the  Opera.  Her  Lady- 
fl^iip,  however,  did  not  appear  at  the  Opera 
that  night  i  where  fiiC  did  go  to,  mud  remain 
L   5  a  fccrct 
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a  fecret  for  the  prefent :  and  as  foon  as 
Temple  widied  his  friend  good  night,  Sir 
William  Hepped  to  the  gamiing- table,  juH, 
as  he  thought^  to  look  on,  and  early  morn 
favv  him  return  to  Porrman  Square,  elated 
with  the  fuccefsof  the  nighty — for  on  the  idea 
of  Temple's  fupply,  he  bet  boldly,  and 
found  large  flakes  flow  into  him  j  and  at  the 
conclufion  he  rofe  winner  of  a  very  confi- 
derable  fum.  He  v/as  for  once  prudent ; — 
Temple  had  alarmed  him,  and  he  paid  off 
the  whole  of  it  to  the  moft  rapacious  of  his 
creditors.  His  fuccefs  continued  for  a  few 
nights ;  and  while  the  fit  of  fear  continued, 
he  was  juft,  and  paid  it  av/ay. 

In  a  few  days  Sir  William  and  Temple 
went  to  W^anflow  Park  : — the  credit  of  the 
former  was  again  beginning  to  hold  up  its 
head  5  his  fervants  were  returning  to  their 
former  refped,  which  latterly  they  were  in- 
clined to  neglect  a  little  -,  but  fervants  cannot 
always  be  upon  their  guard  any  more  than 
f  other 
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Other  people,  nor  can  it  reafonably  be  ex- 
peded  that  vvvien  a  man  is  diUcefTed,  he 
fhculd  bona  fide  be  rQ^e(51:ed,  or  confidered 
the  fame  perfon  as  when  his  coffers  were  full. 
Noj  nOj  he  undergoes  an  entire  change  \ — 
even  his  very  words  and  qjflions  in  a  moment 
fuffer  with  his  purfe.  To-day  his  company 
is  fought  \  he  gives  general  "fatisfaclion  : 
how  agreeable,  how  handfome,  how  amiable  ! 
To-morrow  comes  ruin,  and  with  it  all  its 
chain  of  concomitant  evils.  The  world 
wonders  how  he  could  ever  have  engaged  its 
attention,  fo  dull,  fo  fpiritlefs,  and  tiien  fo 
very  weak  and  imprudent;  and,  after  an 
intimacy  of  years,  they  find  cut,  in  an  in- 
ftant,  many  points  in  his  chara^ler  extremely 
reprehenfible.  Negledl  and  contempt  fol- 
low, and  he  is  no  more  remembered. — Oh 
gold!  how  great  is  thy  virtue!  Thofewho 
have  thee,  poiTefs  all  this  world  can  givej  and 
thole  who  have  thee  not,  notliing.  Fame, 
•honour,  and  truth,  without  thee,  are  idle 
•  fancies   of  the   imagination  \  for  the  man  of 

L  6  real 
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real  worth,  who  becomes  a  beg^grar  from  un^ 
forefeen  m.isfortune,  which  no  impropriety 
of  his  brought  on,  nor  no  human  forefight 
could  have  prevented,  is  claiTed  with  the 
profligate  gamefter.  The  undiftinguifhing 
world  hears  with  apathy  his  fall  from  af- 
fluence, but  confiders  not  from  what  caufe 
that  fall  proceeded — it  is  all-fuflicient  that  the 
wealth  is  gone. 

Some  time  after  the  birth  of  the  young 
heir.  Lady  Middleton's  appearance  began 
to  change  j— fhe  became  pale  and  thin  ;  her 
fpirirs  were  no  longer  the  fame;  and  though 
none  of  the  profefTional  men  could  difcover 
the  caufe,  yet  flie  feemed  evidently  falling 
fall  into  a  decline.  When  Mr.  Beaumont 
caught  the  alarm,  fhe  confefTed  to  him  flie 
had  never  found  herfelf  well  in  London  ;  but 
that,  as  it  was  necefTary  he  fhould  remain  in 
town,  fhe  never  had  mentioned  it.  His 
heart  filled  with  terror  when,  on  the  con- 
fultation  of  phyficians,  he  found  them  igno- 
rant of  the  caufe  of  her  complaint,  though 

clear 
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clear  in  their  opinions  that  an  approaching 
decay  was  to  be  dreaded.  They  ordered 
her  to  Ankerv^ick  Caftle,  to  make  trial  of 
her  native  air  ;  and,  if  there  was  not  a  fa- 
vourable change,  an  immediate  removal  to 
the  South  of  France. 

Spiritlefs  and  wretched  was  every  mem- 
ber of  this  once  happy  family,  that  now 
mournfully  fet  on  to  Ankerwick  ;  yet  the 
unhappinefs  that  preyed  upon  them  was 
covered  by  an  affected  cheerfulneis  tiiat  v/as 
feen  through  by  the  invalid,  who  did  not 
think  any  real  caufe  exifted  for  the  alarm  of 
her  friends  :  for  no  bodily'  pain  had  yet  af- 
failed  her,  and  fhe  was  perfuaded  that  the  air 
of  thofe  beloved  fcenes,  wiiich  early  happi- 
nefs  and  prefent  felicity  rendered  fo  dear  to 
her,  would  invigorate  her  ftrength,  and  re- 
Rore  her  fpirits  to  their  wonted  tone. 

They  made  it  two  days'  journey  ;  and  as 
they  approached  Ankerwick  Calile  the  fe- 
ccnd  day,  fhe  feemed  already  to  have  gained 

additional 
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additional  ftrength  and  fpirits.  This  dear 
idea  threw  animation  on  cv^ery  countenance  ; 
and  when  the  carriages  afcended  an  high  hill, 
that  lliut  out  from  their  road  the  view  of  the 
Caftle,  the  hndeaus  were  both  let  down,  and 
they  drove  abreafi. 

''  Oh  what  a  lovely  day  !"  faid  Lady  Mid- 
dleton.  '^  How  pure  th-j  air  !  I  feel  already 
renovated." 

-  The  view  before  them  v/as  enchanting  :— 
on  every  fide  appeared  the  majedic  pine 
covered  hills,  that  vied  with  each  other  for 
pre-eminence.  The  varying  lights  that 
fell  upon  the  delicate  tints  of  the  new  budded 
foliage  caught  the  pale  fiiade,  and  (Lietched 
along  the  darker  green,  adding,  as  it  went, 
redoubled  beauties.  The  blue  fmoke  curl- 
inri;  hi2;h  in  air,  feemed  to  welcorne  them  to 
the  grand  and  hofpitable  manfion  which  (lood 
boldly  to  t:.e  v.'tCi.  The  evening  fun  ihone 
full  on  the  Caftle^  the  green  pafcures  and  cul- 
tivated plains  formed  a  wonderful  contrail  to 

the 
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the  pidurefciie  magniBcence  of  the  fur- 
rounding  mountains,  whofe  t;;ick-cloached 
fides  and  towering  tops  feemed  to  (land 
proudly  confident  of  tlieir  great  tiitS:  in  the 
landfcape. 

As  they  defcended  the  hiil,  the  trees,  that 
impended  ever  the  read,  and  formed  a  line 
of  perfpecftive  with  the  diftant  fcene,  threat- 
ened to  feclude  any  farther  view  ;  and  as  the 
<:arriages  rolled  into  darknefs,  the  foul  of  Mr. 
Beaumont  filled  with  ar.guifli  :  he  preifed  the 
hand  of  his  beloved  Gertrude,  and  thoug-ht 
of  her  fituation  with  a  terror  that  fhook  his 
whole  frame. 

*^  When  lad:  we  viewed  thefe  hills  and 
dales  together,"  faid  he  to  himfelf,  ''  fne  who 
now  fits  befide  me  was  fijli  of  health  and 
ftrength  3  now  the  heavy  eye  and  fading 
cheek  warn  me  of  mifery  and  woe.  Oh 
Gertrude,  Gertruile  !  live,  or  one  grave 
mud  hold  us  both  !'* 

The 
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The  bells  from  the  diftant  fleeples, 
the  great  guns  from  the  battlements,  the 
general  rejoicings  (nr  their  arrival,  ilill  added 
horror  to  the  gloomy  [oul  of  Mr.  Beaumont ; 
and  yet  the  animaucd  eye  of  his  beloved 
beamed  comfort,  and  as  they  drove  along 
the  verdant  lawns  into  the  park  that  fiir- 
rounds  the  Caflle,  bade  him  hope  thofe  fnades, 
her  native  fhades,  would  foon  re  (lore  her 
wonted  bloom  and  healch. 

Lord  and  Lady  Sandf^rd  had  juft  arrived 
before  them;  they  had  fpent  the  winter  at 
Appleby,  and  Lady  Middleton  feemed 
highly  gratified  by  the  prefence  of  her  friend. 

"  I  cannot  want  health  fiirely  now,"  faid 
Tne  ;  '^  for  I  want  notning  that  can  give  me 
pleafure." 

Mr.  Beaumont  longed  for  an  opportunity 
of  finding  Lady  Sandford  aJone,  to  learn  her 
opinion  ;  for  as  Ihe  had  not  fe.  n  Lady  Mid- 
dleton for  four  months,  he  thought  ihe  could 

bed 
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bed  infcrm  him  of  the  change  in  her  ap- 
pearance. It  was  not  until  after  breakfaft 
the  next  morning  that  he  could  gain  the 
wifhed-for  interview. 

«  Tell  me/'  faid  he,  ''  dear  Lady  Sand- 
ford,  "  what  you  think  of  my  Gertrude. — Is 
fhc  as  ill  as  from  my  account  you  expelled 
to  find  her  ?" 

Lady  Sandford  loved  Lady  Middieton 
with  the  trueft  fincerity  y  her  own  fenfibiiicy 
had  been  dreadfully  wounded  by  the  fudden 
account  of  her  illnefs ;  and  her  fears  for  her 
highly- efteemed  friend  had  worked  on  her 
imagination,  and  produced  fuch  a  dreadful 
image  of  difeafe,  that  iLe  expected  to  find 
her  in  the  lall  ftage  of  a  confumption.  Not 
finding,  however,  all  thefe  dreadful  fymptoms 
exift  that  her  terrified  imagniation  had 
painted,  (he  gave  a  loofe  to  her  joy  ;  and 
minutely  enquiring  into  the  real  (late  of  her 
friend,  fhe  had  every  expe(5lation  that  the 
fine  air  of  Ankerwick  would  reftore  her. — 

As 
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As  the  efFedls  of  London  air  had  been  the 
caufe,  llie  doubted  not  but  the  change 
would  bring  with  it  all  that  was  delired. — 
She  knew  the  feehngs  of  Mr.  Beaumont, 
and  file  underftood  the  language  that  fpeaks 
at  once  to  the  heart,  the  lympathetic  balm 
that  reaches  the  foul,  that  brings  fweet  hope 
and  confolation. 

Beaumont  felt  revived  by  the  foothings 
of  good  fenfe  and  fenfibility,  and  quitted 
Lady  Sandford  to  attend  Dr.  Hill,  of 
whole  profefTional  knowledge  he  had  as 
high  an  opinion  as  of  "the  re(flitude  of  his 
heart.  With  a  throbbing  bread  and  agi- 
tated manner  he  alked  what  he  had  to 
hope ;  and  as  he  afked  the  queftion,  he 
feemed  to  want  breath  to  give  him  arti- 
culation. Dr.  Kill,  leeing  his  extreme 
diftreis,  in  a  very  unembarral.ed  manner 
afiured  him  thefe  violent  fears  were  without 
foundation. 

*<  I  fliall," 
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''  I  fliall/'  continued  the  Dodor,  "  take 
the  management  of  Lady  Middleton  en- 
tirely on  myfelfi — I  know  herconflitution  ; 
I  have  traced  the  fource  of  her  preient  com- 
plaint, and  I  am  certain  I  fhall  be  able  to 
remove  it.  This  is  the  beginning  of 
May  ;  (lie  (hall  remain  in  her  native  air  :ill 
September,  when  (he  fhall  move  for  the 
winter  to  a  warmer  climate,  and  I  think  the 
following  Summer  (he  will  return  perfedly 
well.  Obfervej  I  do  not  fend  Lady  Middle- 
ton  to  Lifbon,  to  cure  her  malady  ;  I  fend 
her  there  merely  to  avoid  the  cold  frofts 
and  damps  of  this  kingdom,  to  prevent  a 
return  of  the  comprint  I  have  no  doubt  of 
removing  before  The  quits  England.  I  amft 
prohibit  dancmg,  waccr  parties,  and  large 
companies. 

The  heart  of  Mr.  Beaumont  threw  from 
it  a  load  that  began  to  be  too  heavy  to 
fuftain ;  he  prciTed  the  hand  of  Dr, 
Hill. 

*'  You 
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"  Vou  have  given  me  new  life,"  fald  he  ; 
*'  I  put  implicit  faith  in  your  opinion.— 
That  great  Being,  who  has  beftowed  fo 
great  a  blefTing  on  me,  will  not  yet,  in  his 
mercy,  deprive  me  of  it." 

*'  I  truft  not,  my  good  Sir,"  refumed  the 
Dodlor ;  "  we  have  to  hope  fo  bright  an  ex- 
ample as  Lady  Middleton  ^Aill  be  allowed 
to  remain  very  many  years  for  the  good  of 
faciety.  But  let  me  tell  you,  you  have 
yle'deu  too  much  to  thefe  violent  fears  ; — 
your  excelTive  indulgence  of  forrow  weighs 
dovvn  the  eiafticity  of  j^our  fpirits ;  and  if 
you  do  not  alTift  yourfelf,  you  will,  in  a  very 
little  time,  (land  ir  ore  in  need  of  medical 
aid  than  her  Ladyfhip. 

Mr.  Beaumont  made  very  light  of  his 
own  diieafe  -,  yet  Dr.  H.il  tliought  it  fo 
ferious,  ihat  !ie  had  a  Icng  converfation  with 
Mrs.  Mj.rkham  and  Lord  Sar.dford  con- 
cerning it,  whicii  a.vakened  all  their  fears.— 
For  a  few  following  days,  however,  t'le  in- 
creafed  fpirits  of  Mr.  Beaumont  lulled  thofe 

anxieties 
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anxieties  to  reft  ;  for  the  prefcriptions  of 
Dr.  Hi 4  bad  an  immediate  effedl  on  the 
conflitution  of  Lady  Middleton  :  and  be- 
fore fhe  had  been  a  week  at  Ankervvick 
Caftle,  there  was  an  apparent  amendment. 

Mr.  Beaumont,  re-animated  by  the  pro- 
greffive  recovery  of  his  Gertrude,  v/as  hardly 
fenfible  of  the  indifpofition  that  had  for 
fome  daysopprefleJ  him  ;  his  animal  fpirits 
were  anoat,  his  mind  at  peace,  yet  bodily 
difeafe  began  to  prey  upon  him  too  much 
to  be  longer  unattended  to. 

Mrs.  Markham  nrft  perceived  his  change 
of  countenance  j  for  Dr.  Hill  had  given 
her  the  idea,  and  ihe  vva..  upon  the  watch, — 
Slie  followed  him  into  the  dark  walk,  along 
the  eafl  wing  of  the  Caftle,  a  place  he  was 
particularly  fond  of.  On  hearing  footftcps, 
he  turned  to  fee  who  was  following  him,  and, 
on  perceiving  Mrs.  Markham,  he  (lopped, 
it  being  a  walk  (he  never  frequented. 

"  Well, 
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"  Well,  my  dear  Madarn,"  Giid  he,  tak- 
ing her  hand,  "  what  has  induced  you  to 
come  into  this  retired  fpot  ?  I  do  not  re- 
coiled: ever  having  feen  you  in  it  before." 

"  Women,  my  dear  Sir,"  faid  fiie,  "  you 
know  are  fubjedl  to  change,  and  there  are 
few  more  frail  than  myfelf ;  do  not  defpair 
of  feeing  me  here  every  day,  and  of  its 
becoming  m^y  favourite  lounge.  Nay," 
conti^iued  fne,  ^'  the  change  that  has  jbeen 
brought  about  in  my  Lord  Sandford  by 
matrin^ony,  has  given  me  fuch  a  tafte  for 
that  flate,  that  I  purpofe,  on  my  arrival  at 
Lifbon,  to  itt  my  cap  at  the  firfh  Grandee 
that  fuits  niy  fancy." 

Mr.  Beaumont  laughed  heartily  at  this 
little  fal'y  of  pleafantry,  and  fhaking  cor- 
dially the  hand  he  flill  held — *'  How  few 
are  there,"  faid  he,  ''  blefled  with  all  my 
good  friend  poireiTes,  where  good  (enfc  and 
good  humour  unite  a  fprightly  wit  and 
purity  of  heart !" 

"  Hold  !" 
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«  Hold  !"  faid  INIrs.  Markham;  ''  don't 
give  me  a  tafte  for  theie  encomiums,  left 
my  Grandee  may  not  underftand  the  mode 
of  gratifying  my  felf-love,  and  I  fnould  die 
o^ ennui  fix  months  after  I  became  a  bride.** 

As  they  were  thus  chatting,  they  arrived 
at  the  end  of  the  walk,  v/hich  opened  into  a 
woody  glen,  on  the  margin  of  a  rivulet  that 
defcended  from  a  diftant  hill,  whofe  courfe 
had  been  led  in  a  meandering  diredion,  and 
loll  icfelf  in  the  thick  woods  that  impended 
over  it.  Animated  by  the  beautiful  fcene 
before  them,  they  converfed  with  unufuai 
cheerfulnefs.  The  refrefhing  breeze,  the 
balmy  air,  the  murmur  of  the  diftant  waters, 
the  fv/eet  notes  that  were  chanted  from  every 
bufr,  feemed  to  re-animate  the  foulof  Beau- 
mont. Returning  health,  for  a  moment, 
fiulhed  on  his  cheek  j  the  mind  v/as  charmed, 
and  diifufmg  its  power  over  the  body,  the 
countenance  beamed  with  the  joy  imparted 
from  the  feelings  within. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Markham  obferved  it,  and  found  it 
grad.ually  pafs  off:  the  cheek  ft u (lied  no 
more,  and  the  eye  again  returned  to  that 
heavind~s  which  had  firil  caufed  her  alarm. 
She  then  led  the  converfation  on  Dr. 
Hill's  profefiional  abilities,  the  certainty  of 
Ladjp^  Middleton's  perfect  reftoration  to 
health,  and  then  pafTed  on  to  the  diftrefs 
the  ignorance  of  all  the  phyficians  in  Lon- 
don had  thrown  them  into. — "  Had  my  fwe^t 
Gertrude  mentioned  the  efTecl  the  air  of 
London  had  on  her,  you  would  have  been 
faved  many  a  fcvere  pang ;  but  fhe  thinks 
more  of  every  body  than  of  herfelf." 

'«  I  fliould  fo,"  fiud  Mr.  Beaumont,  put- 
ting his  hand  on  his  head. 

"  And  had  any  complaint  feized  you/* 
added  fhe,  *'  from  your  alarm,  think  how 
much  it  would  impede  her  recovery.'* 

Mr.  Beaumont  darted.  Mrs.  Markham 
was  not  aware  of  the  import  of  her  words  ; — 
for   flie  had   little   idea  the  complaint  fhe 

w  idled 
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vvifhed  to  prevent  by  early  caution,  was 
already  fixed,  and  that  the  fear  of  giving 
Lady  Middleton  this  alarm  load  prevented. 
Mr.  Beaumont  from  giving  the  fmallefl: 
hint  of  the  illnefs  that  he  felt  was  not  to  be 
fhaken  off:  and  at  the  moment  Airs.  iNlark- 
ham  joined  him,  he  was  meditating  on  the 
befl  means  of  breaking  the  matter,  when 
her  agreeable  rattle,  the  beauty  of  the 
morning,  and  the  refrelhing  perfumes  from 
Nature's  mod  charming  works,  led  his 
thoughts  from  himfelf;  but  the  charm  was 
giving  place  to  pain  when  fhe  began  the 
lubjecl  that  brought  his  thoughts  once 
more  to  his  own  fituation,  and  he  confeiTed 
to  her  that  he  had  been  ailing  for  feveral 
days. 

*'  The  (hock  was  too  great  for  me,"  faid 
he.—*'  Could  I  be  well  when  all  I  held 
dear  to  this  heart  was  in  danger  ?'* 

Mrs.  Markham  uled  thofe  arguments  beft 
adapted  to  eafe  his  mind,  and  (lie  took  upon 
VOL.  III.  M  herfelf 
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herfelf  to  mention  it  to  her  beloved  friend 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  fliuuld  not  alarm  her. 

"  Mademoifelle  M ,  whofe  feniibi- 

lity  is  exquifite,  is  ill  alfo,  which  I  fhall  firfl 
mention  to  Lady  Middleton.  This  will 
divide  her  attention  a  little,  and  lelfen  the 
weight  of  your  diforder  in  her  eyes.  You 
know  her  attachment  to  that  charming 
girl.  She  was  like  yourfelf,  my  dear  Sir," 
continued  Mrs.  Markham,  "  in  the  joy  of 
Lady  Middleton's  recovery — fhe  was  no 
longer  fenfible  of  her  own  indifpoficion." 

"  And  is   the   fweet  girl  very  ill  .^"  faid  * 
Mr.  Beaumont. 

"  She  is  far  from  well,''  replied  Mrs. 
Markham  ;  **  but  I  have  prevailed  with  her 
to  give  way  at  lad,  and  take  Dr.  Hiirs 
advice,  which  good  example  I  hope  you  will 
follow." 

"  The  Doftor  is  not  to  vifit  Gertrude 
until  to-morrow,*'  faid  he. 

<'  T  have 
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*'  I  have  written  him  a  note  this  morn- 
ing/' continued  Mrs.  Markham ;  "  and, 
to  prevent  Lady  Middleton's  alarm,  one  of 
the  grooms,  not  being  very  well,  is  to  be  the 
excufe  of  his  appearance  at  the  Caille  this 
day." 

"  I  (hall  fee  the  Doclor  in  my  library," 
faid  Mr.  Beaum.ont,  "unknown  to  Gertrude, 
and  Ihall  trouble  you,  on  your  recurn,  to 
give  diretftions  to  that  purpoie;  and  I  hope 
his  excellent  remedies  will  fet  up  both 
Mademoifelle  and  myfelf.'* 

''  Without  doubt,"  faid  Mrs.  Markham, 
going  into  the  houfe. 


M  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XL 


R.  BEAUMONT  took  another  turn 
in  the  garden  flowly  .;  he  reviewed  the  paft, 
was  thankful  for  the  prefent,  and  looked 
forward  to  the  future  with  hope  and  refigna- 
tion.  The  difhant  found  of  horfes'  feet 
made  him  think  Dr.  Hill  was  coming, 
and  he  walked  foftly  into  his  library,  which, 
before  he  reached,  the  Dodtor  had  occu- 
pied i  for  Mr.  Beaumont  felt  himfelf  fo 
weak,  that  he  could  not  ufe  much  expe- 
dition. 

"  I  do  not  find  n^yfelf  very  well,  Dodor," 
faid  he,  holding  out  his  arm :  **  will  you 
feel  my  pulie,  and  fet  me  to  rights  ?"     •    ^ 
■^i.'-'-i^  Dr. 
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Dr.  Hill  felt  his  wriil  -, — there  was  no 
look  of  fsgacious  deliberation  betrayed  on 
the  countenance  of  this  good  man  ;  he  had 
fludied  human  nature  as  well  as  phyfic,  and 
he  made  it  a  principle  in  his  practice  never 
to  alarm  except  when  a  near  approach  to 
death  made  it  inhumanity  not  to  give 
timely  notice  to  the  patient  of  diflblution. 
He  left  much  to  nature,  and  never  gave 
medicine  unlefs  abfoluteiy  neceiTary. — 
From  appearances  in  the  prefent  cafe,,  how- 
ever, he  was  not  free  from  alarm,  though  his 
look  and  manner  gave  no  indication  of  his 
real  ientiments ; — he  made  light  of  it  to  Mr, 
Beaumont,  and  faid  a  flight  degree  of  fever, 
brought  on  by  uneafinels  of  mind,  ma.ie  it 
neceflary  to  take  a  little  blood,  which,  with 
a  warm  bed,  and  a  few  days*  confinement, 
would,  he  hoped,  perfectly  reftore  him. 
They  then  joined  Lady  Middleton,  wlia 
was  mendiiig  every  day. 

"  Mr.  Beaumont  has  got  a  little  feveridi 

cold,'*    iaid  Dr.   Hill  j    "  1  want  to  talce 

M  3  aJittle 
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a  little  blood  from  him,  and  to  confine  him 
for  a  few  days,  that  it  may  go  off  without 
giving  us  any  farther  trouble." 

Lady  Middleton  was  alarmed,  and  en- 
treated that  he  would  comply  with  Dr. 
Hill's  advice,  which,  though  Mr.  Beaumont 
appeared  to  her  to  laugh  at,  he  every  mo- 
ment found  the  necelTity  of. 

''  Here  is  Mademoifelie   M alfo 

ailing,"  faid  the  good  man  -,  **  let  me  fettle 
ycu,  my  good  Sir,  that  I  may  fee  what  is 
the  matter  there.  London  air  and  London 
hours,"  faid  he,  leaving  the  room,  "  do  not 
agree  with  any  of  you." 

Mademoifelie  M ,  whofe  fenfibllity 

was  cxquifite,  had  received  a  degree  of  alarm, 
when  Qie  found  Lady  Middleton  was  fup- 
pcfed  to  be  in  a  confumption,  that  ftruck  to 
her  foul.  She  fupprelfed  her  feelings,  which 
hurt  her  infinitely  ;  and  when  flie  found  her 
dear  friend  was   by  Dr.    Hill   pronounced 

not 
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not  in  the  danger  (he  had  taught  herfelf  to 
believe,  her  joy  had  nearly  the  fame  effect 
onherdehcate  frame  ;  and  though  (he  gave 
a  loofe  to  her  happinefs,  (lie  could  not,  for 
feveral  days,  rally  her  fpirits.  Lady  Sand- 
ford's  arrival  at  the  Caftle  gave  her  great 
pleafure ;  and  Ankci-vvick,  after  her  mind 
had  been  fet  at  eafe,  was  all  to  her  it  had 
ever  been.  She  returned  with  delight  to 
that  liberty  which  a  London  life  unavoidably 
reftrains — to  the  beloved  lliades,  where,  by 
the  fide  of  Henry,  Ihe  rambled,  unconfcious 
of  the  fulnefs  of  her  happineis — (hades 
whofe  fweet  calm  difpofed  her  to  receive 
pleafure  from  every  lurrounding  object. — 
As  (he  fauntered  over  his  beloved  haunts, 
his  dear  image  iilled  her  ibul,  and  (lie  felt  a 
paintul,  yet  plea(ing  fenfation  at  the  review 
of  thofe  fcenes  which  brought  fre(h  to  her 
memory  his  locks,  his  altitude,  his  fenti- 
ments  on  different  fubjects.  Sne  fat  hcr- 
feif  under  a  large  oak  tree,  and  gave  a  looie 
to  thofe  feelings  WiiXh  it  is  doubtful  whe- 
ther they  partake  more  of  plealure  or  pain. 
M  4  Tney 
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They  were,  however,  fo  congenial  to  the 
ftate  of  her  mind,  that,  relieved  from  the 
long  oppreflion  (he  had  felt,  by  the  tears 
thofe  fccnes  caufed  to  flow,  (lie  remained 
unconfcious  of  the  fetting  fun,  its  being  far 
funk  under  the  horizon,  and  that  the  light 
which  then  beamed  was  from  the  moon. — 
As  (he  had  wandered  far  from  the  Caftle, 
fear  roufed  her,and  (lie  arofe,hefitating which 
way  (he  Ihould  go — round  the  gravel  road, 
which  was  near  two  miles,  or  acrofs  the  low 
meadows,  which  was  not  quite  a  mile.  She 
heard  a  dog  bark,  and  (he  thought  fhe  per- 
ceived a  man  approaching  her  as  fhe  had 
advanced  a  few  fteps  from  the  tree  :  fhe  was 
in  doubt  whether  Ihe  Ihould  proceed,  or  re- 
turn and  hide  herfeif  under  its  friendly 
branches.  She,  however,  did  neither  ;  for 
the  Hiadow  of  the  man  pafifed  off,  and  flie 
lofl  it  pr.efendy  in  diftance.  The  bark  of 
the  dog  Lffened  to  her  ear ;  and  concluding 
they  were  going  away  from  the  Caftle,  and 
would  give  her  no  diflurbance,  ihe  ftepped 
forward,  and  refolved  to  go  the  fhorteft  way. 

She 
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She  felt  heneif  extremely  cold  ;  and  as  (lie 
walked  through  the  grafs,  Ihe  t'elt  the  dew 
pierce  through  her  ihoes  and  flocking^,  and 
the  wet  to  her  feet  and  legs  cold  and  un- 
comfortable. She  walked  as  fad  as  fhe 
could,  until  (lie  gained  a  diftar.t  plantation, 
where  the  lights  irom  the  Caftle  illuminated 
the  fcene,  and  took  off  tnat  great  glopm  that 
had,  for  the  laft  halt  hour,  clouded  her  foul. 
She  quickened  her  pace,  and  on  entering 
chedrawir.g-rojrti,  the  cheerful  gaiety  wiihm^ 
ccntrafted  with  th;^  unea:y  fenfations 
fhe  had  experienced  without,  reftjrcd  her 
ipirits,  and  joining  in  tlie  converfition,  and 
accounting  for  hei^lonely  walk,  (he  remained 
till  fhe  no  longer  was  fen(ible  of  the  wet  and 
cold  to  lier  feet,  and  fitting  down  after  tea 
to  the  organ,  (he  did  not  think  of  changing. 
The  day  after  fhe  found  herfelf  not  v\e  1  ; — • 
and  the  iecond  day,  mentioning  it  to  Mrs. 
Markham,  Dr.  Hill  was  fent  for  on  the 
third  after  that  on  which  the  had  been  wet , 
and  when  he  vifitcd  her,   he  found  her  far 

M  5  from 
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from  well,  yet  none  of  thofe  alarming 
fymptoms  that  too  evidently  belonged  to 
Mr.  Beaumont.  He  mentioned  his  fears 
to  Lord  Sandford  and  Mr.  Selwin,  and  alfo 
to  Mrs.  Markham,  and,  unknown  to  Lady 
Middieton,  fent  off  for  more  advice,  not  but 
he  thought  himfelf  fully  competent  to  the 
diforder  -,  but  as  it  was  violent,  fearing  left 
any  accident  fnould  happen,  he  thought  it 
neceffary,  for  his  own  comfort,  to  call  in 
n~iGYQ  help. 

The  third  day  the  fever  arrived  to  a  very 
great  height ;  and  not  till  then  could  they, 
with  any  propriety,  acquaint  Lady  Middle- 
ton  with  the  danger.  The  arrival  of  more 
medical  aid  would  have  teirified  her  beyond 
any  other  appearance  j  tor  it  would  have 
fhewn  her  the  abyfs  in  which  llie  was  going 
to  be  plunged,  as  Ihe  knew  that  not  only  llie 
herfelf,  but  Mr.  Beaumont,  would  have 
rather  depended  on  Dr.  Hill's  fuigle 
fkill,  than  the  united  efforts  of  the  whole 
Faculty.     They  therefore  thought  it  more, 

prudent 
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prudent  to  keep  her  in  ignorance  of  this 
Hep  ;  and  when  fhe  was  by  force  taken  from 
the  fick  room  by  Dr.  Hiu's  pofitive  di- 
rections, and  the  medical  men  were  ad- 
mitted to  confult  on  the  (late  of  the  parient, 
they  gave  no  hopes,  and  were  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  brain  would  be  affecled  the 
next  day  about  noon,  and  that  Beaumont, 
the  benevolent,  the  learned,  the  witty,  the 
amiable,  and  beautiful  Beaumont  would, 
in  all  probability,  on  the  tourth  from  that 
day,  expire  raving  mad. 

Oh  what  a  fccne  was  exbil^ited  at  the 
Caftle  !  None  were  igi.orant  of  tins  drewui- 
fui    fentence     but     L^idy    Mitldlcton    and 

Mad.moifelle  M .     The   reft  of  the 

family  met  in  coniulution  to  dcb.ite  on  the 
propriety  of  informing  Lady  Middleton  of 
the  real  ftate  of  Mr.  Beauiuont  ; — he  was 
then  perfectly  in  his  fcnfes  ;  he  might  have 
many  things  to  communicate  to  his  beloved 
wife  and  friends;  it  wou'd  be  a  miiltaken 
tenciernefs,  and  very  reproachablc  to  keep 
M  6  them 
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them  in  ignorance  of  the  fate  that  awaited 
them.  They  fammoned  Dr.  Hill,  and 
were  refolved  to  act  by  his  advice.  Mr. 
Selwin  went  to  him.  The  Doctor  faid  the 
profelTionai  gentlemen  then  in  the  houfe 
were  learned  and  worthy  men  ;  they  had 
given  their  opinion,  and  he  knew  they  had 
reafon  for  the  concliifions  they  drew.  At 
the  fame  time  he  faid  he  dilfered  with  them 
in  fome -points  ;  he  fuppofed  a  delirium 
would  come  on  about  the  time  they  men- 
tioned, but  he  had  fome  hopes  it  would 
not  conrinue,  and  that  there  was  a  poflibi- 
lity  of  the  i>ati.nt  doing  well.  He  would 
therefore  recommend,  from  the  delicate  ftate 
of  Lady  Middleton's  health,  to  defer  thofe 
dreadfchidings  until  the  next  day,  for  that  no 
delirium  could  take  place  before  the  noon  of 
the  following  day  ;  and  calming  her  mind,  in 
the  hopes  of  taking  fome  reft  that  night 
would  enable  her  to  Ixar  the  fcene  of  tlie 
following  day  with  more  ilrength  and  refo- 
lution. — "Thewatchings  and  pr.inful  agonies 
of  this  night  Ihould  be  avoided,  if  pofTible,'* 

3  '     "       f^i^ 
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laid  he  ;  ''  anH  if  I  fee  n^t  what  T  ex'';efl  by 
nine  o'clock  in  the  maiming,  I  llial  be  the 
firfl;  to  a  Ivife  their  both  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  their  fituation/' 

This  was  decid<.^d,  and  Dr.  Hill  fat  up 
with  Mr.  B^ajiTiOfii  ali  n.gl.t.  Al  two 
o'clock  the  otner  phyficiariS  entered  Mr, 
Bea..moni's  room,  and  were  ftill  oT^'o^djiijn 
he  could  not  live.  At  three  they  retired  to 
red  ',  at  tour  Dr.  Hiil  gave  hi  u  iorne- 
thing  out  of  a  phial,  which  Ue  took  f  orn  his 
pocket ;  and  though  it  was  not  opium,  the 
patient  flept  for  near  an  hour.  At  nip.e 
Dr.  Hjil  ii;et  the  fauiily,  and  dill  t^ave 
them  hopes. 

"  I  am  unwilling,"  faid  he,  "  to  put  that 
divine  woman  to  the  torture  i  we'll  try,  if 
polfiule,  to  prevent  it." 

At  noon,  as  had  been  predid:ed,  Mr. 
Beaumont  began  to  rave.  This  auoke  Lady 
Middieton  as    from    a    dream ;    iViC    had 

v/atched 
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watcher^  a  great  part  of  the  night  with 
Dr.  Hill,  anci  had  hopes,  when  ihe  went 
to  take  fome  repofe,  that  all  would  yet  be 
well  ;  but  when  (he  returned,  his  wander- 
ings renewed  all  the  terrors  wh'ch  (lie  had 
before  (uffered  i  and  though  fcarce  able  to 
fupport  herfelf  under  this  fudden  (hock,  (lie 
tried  to  conceal  her  fuffering^s. 

As  fhe  fat  by  his  bed  fide  watching  the 
ravings  of  her  dear,  her  beloved  Beaumont, 
her  heart  almoft  burft  at  the  dreadful  fight. 
His  eyes,  that  but  a  few  days  fince  beamed 
with  love  and  joy^  that  never  faw  diftrefs 
witiiout  feeling  compaflion,  and  relieving 
it,  now  wildly  flared  around.  Thofe  lips, 
whicn  never  opened  but  to  confer  either 
inftiuclion  or  happinefs,  now  incoherently 
wandered  without  an  idea  to  direct  them. 

•  "  Oh  day  of  woe  !"  faid  fne,  as  fhe  flrug- 
gled  to  a:  quire  iirmnefs  to  bear  the  Icene 
before  iier,  aiid  fainted  in  Mrs.  Markham's 
arms.     Tiity  conveyed  her  to  her  cnamber, 

as 
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as  it  was  now  necefTary  the  phyficians  fliould 
come  in  to  Mr.  Beaumonr. 


Ladv  Middleton  continued  for  a  lono^ 
tinne  ill,  v\hich  (o  al  irnied  Dr,  H;ll,  that 
he  forgot;,  for  a  moment,  the  greater  danger 
of  Mr.  Beaumont.  On  her  recoverv,  fhe 
infifted  on  being  taken  to  his  room,  anj 
begg  d  iLe  might  not  be  removed  while  he 
yet  remained  an  inhabitant  of  this  Vvorld. 

Dr.  Hill  now  fpoke  fome  words  of  corn- 
fort,  b'jt  flie  feeined  fixed  in  her  own  o^ji- 
nion  tliat  he  could  not  recover.  Hour  after 
hour  fhe  watched  the  ravin2;s  of  his  difte.n- 
pered  brain  :  heat  length  was  filent  a  fe.v 
minutes,  and  then  b^-^an  to  fmg  (he  m  .ft 
nieictiichoiy  airs.  Tears  ran  down  ilie  taccs 
of  all  p.elenL.  Lady  Middleton  gazed  at 
him  tor  a  moment  with  an  expreiTion  of 
ur.utterable  anguilh  ^  a  cjnvuifion  fcized 
her,  and  fhe  lunk  fenfelefs  on  the  bju.— 
Tney  admiiiiitcfed    every    means   in   t^-ir 

power 
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power  to  rellore  her^  wirront  effr^dl ;  and  (he 
was  once  more  taken  to  her  own  room. 


I.ady  Sand  ford  v^as  fo  exhaufled  by  this 
dreadful  icene,  that  (he  was  al  o  removed,, 
and  put  to  bee  ,  ftidthe  mchnchol;  iounds 
of  Mr.  B^auiP.ont  reached  her  ears,  and  itill 
the  u  ild  ca^^ence  died  upon  her  fenfes  j — 
fhe  could  not  tranquillize  her  fpirits ;  what 
fhe  had  witnelied,  agitated  and  afflicted  her 
fo  much. 

Mrs  Markham  began  alfo  to  fink  under 
fatigae   and    diftrefs   of    mind,     and    poor 

MadeiTioifelle  M remained  ftill  in  much 

danger,  though  comparatively  happy  in  her 
isinorance  of  the  fituation  of  her  dear  friends. 

Lady  Middleton  had  again  entered  the 
room,  and  again  placed  herfelf  by  the  bed- 
fide  of  Beaumont,  who  ftill  remained  infane. 
About  twelve  that  night  his  ravings,  arriv- 
ing to  an  extreme  of  violence,  Dr.  Hill 
aikcd  Lady  Middleton  if  Ihe  would  confent 

to 
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to  his  making  trial  of  a  favourite  medicine 
of  his,  as  he  had  every  hope  of  its  fuccefs. — 
She  was  furprifed  at  his  afking  her  confent, 
and  begged  to  be  informed  of  his  reafon. — 
She  then  firfl  was  told  of  the  profef- 
fional  affiftance  he  had  at  an  early  period 
called  in  for  his  own  fatisfadlion. 

"  For  your  peace,"  faid  (lie,  **  Doctor, 
I  am  happy  you  did  io ;  but  if  you  cannot 
recover  him,  I  (hould  have  little  faith  in 
any  medical  afiiftance.  You  have  my  en« 
tire  approbation  to  make  any  trial  you 
plcafe  j  a  miracle  alone  canfave  him." 

She  knelt  down  by  the  bedfide,  and 
taking  one  of  Beaumont's  burning  lands  in 
her's,  file  raifed  her  eyes  to  Heaven,  and 
continued  feme  time  in  prayer.  The  phy- 
ficians  no^.v  flood  round  tot  bed  j  ftiiJ  the 
fweet  but  melancholy  founds  of  Beaumont 
flruck  each  ear,  and  molftened  every  eye 
but  thole  of  Lady  Micidicton,  whole  for- 
rows  dried  up  that  lource  ot  relief,     They 

now 
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now  gave  it  as  their  decided  opinion  that  he 
could  not  live  to  the  end  of  the  next 
day. 

Dr.  Hill  then  faid^  with  much  modefty^ 
that  he  really  differed  from  them,  and  that, 
from  the  beginning,  he  had  entertained  fome 
faint  hopes  of  his  recovery  ;  and  as  it  was 
their  decided  opinion  that  the  patient  could 
not  live,  and  they  had  no  medicine  to  offer, 
from  v/hich  they  could  form  any  expeda- 
tion,  he  would  adminifter  a  draught  which  he 
had  every  hope  would  prove  of  ufe.  They 
bowed  and  retired,  with  an  encomium  on. 
both  his  knowledge  and  attention. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Selwin,  and  Mrs.  Mark- 
ham  joined  in  prayer,  as  did  the  amiable 
Dr.  Hill,  v/ho  had  never  kfc  the  room 
for  half  an  hour  together  fmce  Mr.  Beau- 
mont was  taken  ill.  In  about  fix  hours  he 
expected  his  medicine  would  take  effect. — 
Lady  Middleton  fpent  moft  of  thofe   hours 

oa 
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on  her  knees  in  prayer;  for  though  {he  had 
every  reliance  on  Dr.  Hill's  opinion,  fhe 
feared  the  word.  She  did  not  think  her 
adored  hufband  could  live  ;  and  fhe  feemed 
to  be  employed  in  fortifying  her  mind  to 
bear,  with  patience,  the  trial  fhe  was  certain 
was  preparing  for  her. 


END    OF    VOL     III. 
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WONDER  UPOX  WONDER. 
PRICE   3s.  6tl.  SEWED, 


A  pleafant  and  ingenious  Tale,  lively,  fanciful,  an:l  well 
written.  Mils  Ann  Plumptie  i?,  we  underhand,  the 
tranllator  of  this  intereftlng  iiule  Novel. 


Analytical  Re'vievj,  Iso'vetnher  1798, 


A  fprightly  little   boy,  though   from  the  German,   here* 
fsfore  proverbial  for  dulnefs.     It  is  faithfully  tranfiated. 

Ladies'  Annual  Rtfgiferj   179S. 


We  can  fafely  recommend  this  well -written  Tale  to  our 
young  readers,  without  running  the  haznrd  of  end;mgei  ing 
their  morals.  We  undtrrftand  that  its  traiiflator  is  Mifs 
Plumptre,  who  has  executed  her  ta(k  with  ability. 

Monthly  f^i/iier,  February  i799« 
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MAN  AS  HE  IS, 

FOUR    VOLUMES,    12mO,    PRICE    12s.    SEWED. 

(  Second  Edition, 

The  materials  and  texture  of  this  Novel  are  fo  fuperior  to 
thofe  of  which  this  fpecies  of  writing  is  in  general  conipofed, 
that  we  lament  extremely  having  fo  long  neglected  to  perufe 
it,  and  announce  its  merirs  to  the  public.  The  author,  who 
poffefl'es  a  found,  tlifcriminating,  and  improved  mind,  has 
drawn  his  characters,  not  from  the  mere  iuggeftions  of  fancy, 
as  is  uliial  with  wi  iters  of  this  clafs,  but  from  a  clear,  diltin6l, 
and  judicious  view  of  their  aichetypes,  as  they  exilt  in  nature. 
In  conformity  to  the  title  of  his  woik,  he  has  reprelented 
*<  Man  as  he  is^'"'  and  leems  to  have  taken  Fielding  and 
Le  Sage  for  his  models  ;  but  he  has  contrived  to  render  his 
Icenes  contributory  to  the  purpofes  of  virtue,  morality,  and 
happlnefs.  The  ftory  is  finely  conceived,  and  the  narrative 
of  it  (oeafy  and  arileis,  that  it  aflumes  the  appearance  of  true 
hiftory.  1  he  chara6ler  of  Sir  George  Paradyne,  the  hero  of 
the  piece,  a  rich,  gay,  generous  ycung  man,  who  aiSh  entirely 
from  the  feelings  of  a  lenfible  and  virtuous  heart,  is  as  tineiy 
contrafted  with  the  character  of  Mr.  Bardoe,  a  gentlemaa 
v:ho  is  guided  only  by  the  dictates  of  reafon  and  experience  ; 
as  the  character  of  Mifs  Carlill,  a  lively,  fhrewd,  and  lenfible 
Quaker,  is  with  that  of  Cornelia  Coleiaine,  the  heroine  of 
the  piece,  and  a  perfeft  model  of  female  foftnefs,  delicacy, 
and  good  fenfe.  There  are  o'her  chara6ters  of  a  different 
complexion,  in  which  the  vices  of  unfeeling  ambition,  political 
profligacy,  gaming,  hypocrily,  and  ftnrile  depravity,  are 
expoled  in  the  mifconoi  6t  of  Lady  Mary  Paradyne,  Lord 
Aufcham.p,  Count  CoHiano,  Jehu  Lake  Fielding,  and  Lady 
Ann  Brixworth,  and,  by  a  itrength  of  colouring,  rendered 
ignominious  and  deteftabie.  In  oppofition,  however,  to  this 
deipicable  and  unhappy  group,  v>'e  mull  not  forget  to  mention 
the  character  of  Lindfay,  which  exhibits  the  moll  perfe6l 
delcription  of  real  fiicndfhip  and  difintereftedaffeftion.  The 
•work  contains  a  few  eptfodesy  the  mod  beautiful  of  which  is 

the 
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the  ftory  of  Mi/s  Zapcro,  the  unfortunnte  offspring  of  a 
Tranfyivanian  General,  wiio  bravely  fought  and  died  in 
attemptnig  to  defend  the  liberties  of  his  opprelfe  \  country. 
Tills  lovely,  fpir'ted,  and  fenlible  female,  aiter  experiencing  a 
feries  of  affecliiig  misfortunes,  is  happily  rellore^i,  by  tlie 
virtuous  exertions  of  Sir  George  Paradyne,  to  the  proteflion 
of  her  uncle,  an  Auftrian  Baron,  then  at  tlie  Venetian  Court, 
and  affords  an  uleful  ieflbn  of  the  happy  effects  which  are 
frequently  produced  by  a  iteady  perfeverance  in  the  paths  of 


piety  and  virtue. 


II  E  R  M  S  P  R  O  N  G, 

OR,   MAN  AS    HE   IS    NOT, 
By  the  fame  Author, 

THREE    VOLUMES,     I2.M0.    PRICE    9S.    SEWED. 

Second  Edition . 


This  Novel  muft  be  dillinguilhed  from  the  common  fort. 
The  author  difplays  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  human 
nature,  and  deiineat«ts  it  vi'itii  the  pen  of  a  mafter.  His  cha- 
rafters  are  drawn  with  jult  difcrimination,  and  placed  in  fitua- 
tions  where  their  aftions  itriflly  correfpcnd  with  the  original 
Iketch.  There  is  occahonally  a  little  t;n6lure  of  the  New 
Philofophy,  as  it  is  cal  ed,  and  a  fhade  of  gloom  is  thrown 
upon  human  life  j  but  the  writer  is  not  unfuccelsful  in  his 
humorous  attempts  ;  and,  upon  the  wliole,  the  reader  has  a 
chance  of  btcoming  wiier  and  better  by  a  peruial  of  this 
work,  if  his  talte  has  not  been  vitiated  by  the  triflmg  produc- 
tions of  the  age. 


Critical  Re^vieiv,  June  1 79S. 
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MARGARITA^ 


FOUR    VOLUMES    IIMO.    PRICE    14S.    SEWE0. 

This  is  a  Romance,  the  perufal  of  which  will  afFord  plea^ 
fure  to  <thofe  readers  whofe  obje6\  is  amuletnent.  Curiofity  is 
conftantly  excited  by  a  chain  of  ingenious  mvfteries,  which  the 
progrefs  of  the  tale  gradually  reveals.  We  do  no:  expert  to 
meet  with  thole  refemblances  of  the  chara6ters  and  rn^^nners 
of  real  life  in  a  romance,  which  it  is  the  province  of  the  novel  id 
to  portray.  If  the  piece  before  us  be  not  entitled  to  the  firlt 
rank  among  works  of  this  defcription,  it  is,  however,  a  re- 
fpeftable  performance.  The  ftyle  is  coire6l,  and  the  moral 
tendency  of  the  ftory  is  unexceptionable. 

Analytical  R  e^vietv,  April  1799. 


THE    ENGLISH    NUN, 

i'RICE   4s.  6d.    SEWED. 


.  A  very  Unexceptionable,  interefting,  and  affefling  Tale, 
telaled  in  a  good  ftyle,  and  calculated  at  once  to  excite  the 
moft  tender  feelings,  and,  by  the  example  of  the  principal  per- 
sonages, to  animate  the  fortitude  of  thofe  who  may  be  placed 
in  fituations  of  fimilar  difficulty  and  trial. 


Britijh  Critic y  MaYch  1798. 
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